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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo 
The Headlines:
· Government consults on IGAD peace proposals  

· Security operatives conduct security searches ahead of tomorrow’s martyrs day celebrations 
· Local artist appears in court over murder of son of former Police Chief 
President Salva Kiir has met with government and the SPLM party executive to deliberate on the new IGAD-Plus peace proposal.  

The closed door meeting resolved to form three committees tasked with scrutinizing the proposal. 

Government spokesperson Michael Makuei says the committees start work today and are expected to come up with reports on Friday.  
The President’s press secretary Ateny Wek Ateny early this week hinted on government concerns regarding power sharing arrangements in Greater Upper Nile and the establishment of an independent war crimes court to try suspects of human rights atrocities.  

The Unity State government has also met to discuss the proposed compromise deal.  
The State cabinet raised concerns about a clause that grants the SPLM in the opposition a majority 53 percent administration stake in Greater Upper Nile. 

State information Minister, Peter Makuoth Malual says the state council of ministers will continue to deliberate the proposals and come out with a position before the end of the week.  

In Eastern Equatoria, Governor Louis Lobong Lojore sat with political parties in the State to review the same proposals. 
During the meeting, the parties took issue with a clause that provides for foreign forces to guard Juba during the transitional period.  

The proposal states that the force will be manned by IGAD, the African Union or the United Nations. The Governor will next meet with the state cabinet and thereafter forward all proposals to the National government. 

Security organs have launched a major operation to crack down on illegal weapons in Juba.  

Police, SPLA and other security personnel are conducting random checks of vehicles and motorcycles in the national capital.  

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says the operation is part of security preparations ahead of martyr’s day – tomorrow.  

Col. Aguer:  “The checking is related to securing Juba town to ensure that weapons are in the hands the organized forces only. These are the right institutions to own weapons. So forces are involved in the checking and securing at all events such as the Martyrs Day because there might be visitor coming from far area.s” 

Martyrs Day is commemorated on the 30th of July every year to pay tribute to the heroes and heroines who lost their lives during the liberation struggle. 

The army spokesperson describes the day as an occasion to remember the heroes and their families. 

Col. Aguer: “This is the day we remember martyrs we know and those we don’t know. It is an obligation on us as citizens of South Sudan to give thanks to the people who sacrificed their lives for the liberation of this nation. We have to pray for the martyrs and remember their families.”
The Northern Bahr el Ghazal state government has completed preparations to celebrate martyrs day, tomorrow.   
Acting Caretaker Governor, Salva Chol Ayat says the day will be marked at the Freedom Square in Aweil Town.  

Salva Chol Ayat: “We are celebrating martyrs day in this state; our state is stable, there is no insecurity, all communities are in a normal situation.  I am calling to our communities to be in peace because we can achieve a lot in this state.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
South Sudanese singer Queen Z and 10 others have appeared in Juba court for the murder of the son of the former Inspector General of Police. 

Mustafa Achuil Tito was shot dead and found burnt in a vehicle in December 2013. 
The accused’s lawyer, Peter Mathias says hearing of the case has been adjourned to the 7th of next month.

Peter Mathias: “Yesterday hearing was for questioning by the prosecutor for the case and the hearing has adjourned for 7th of august for cross examinations through the lawyers, this is one point.  11 people are accused and I represent defendant number four. The hearing was a normal procedure, the prosecutor reading the statements of the accused and presents his documents to the court and the discussion will be on 7th in the next hearing.”

The Governor of Warrap State has issued decrees, dismissing the mayor of Kuajok town and his deputy.  

Ajiek Ajiek Majok and Joesph Anei Madoor have been relieved of their duties with immediate effect. The outgoing mayor, Ajiek Majok has been sacked after just five months in office.  

Governor Nyangdeng Malek Dielic has appointed Kerubino Akec Ayok as the new mayor of Kuajok Municipality.

Still in Warrap, at least 12 people are confirmed dead and dozens wounded in inter-communal clashes in Gogrial West County. 
The fighting was between the Apuok community of Gogrial East and members of the Aguok ethnic group, originating from Gogrial West. 
Deputy state Governor, Akec Tong Aleu says security forces have been deployed to restore calm. Aleu explains that the clashes were in revenge for a previous attack. 

Tong Aleu: “We got information that there is a gang move to area called Achol-Pagong and then they went and killed the bull and killed one person according to information from officer in the field and in the next morning people from Aguok mobilize themselves and when to Ajugo and shoot people and killed six people after that the Apuok revenge and then they send them back and kill almost 12 people. And forces who are being deployed in the area are they start separating them up to now we are still in the middle between Apuok and Aguok and the tension still high.”

The Deputy Governor has warned of tough security measures to stop revenge killings.  He is calling on the general public to play their role. 

Tong Aleu: “I want to tell they intellectuals, the chiefs, the youth leaders that war you are conducting now, fighting each other is meaningless – I want to tell you that intellectuals you must to talk to their people to stop this senseless war will not benefit anything both side - as they people we should have to build a people – there is no a government without people - they leadership that they are inquiring here both side Apuok and Aguok is that to come and lead this native people who are killing themselves now- I am begging all sides to talk to their people to stop this senseless war.”         

A training workshop on trauma and counselling has opened in Wau, Western Bar el Ghazal State.  

16 counsellors are attending the two week training, to acquire skills on how to respond to cases of rape, murder and alcoholism.  

The training is the first of its kind in the state and was organized by the Justice Peace commission of Wau Catholic church. 

One of the facilitators, Father Justin Atit says the counsellors will be dispatched to work with the communities.  

Justin Atit: “After the training, they will go back and work within their community and also create awareness on what is happening currently in our country. You can even hear every now and then somebody shooting you know killing five people, members of the family here and there. So it means we are quite wounded, we need to get in touch with ourselves, and that kind of treatment cannot be done physically, it has to be a therapy and that is what counselor will go out and do.” 

Hygiene concerns in the protection of civilian’s bases are mounting as the rainy season sets in.

The spokesperson of the UN Mission in South Sudan, Ariane Quentier says the UN and partners  are racing against time to ensure proper drainage systems and distribution of filtered water to control a possible outbreak of epidemics.

Ariane Quentier: “I think more than ever with the rainy season that is kicking in with the rains in Bentiu and now in Juba hygiene is really important for the people in difficult conditions to try to keep a certain level of hygiene such as using the latrines, not defecating everywhere, washing your hands before you eat, ensuring that children are not playing in stagnant water because that is where you get the disease I think more than ever hygiene is very, very important.” 

The UN Protection of civilian sites is providing shelter to more than 166 thousand internally displaced person, majority of them in Bentiu.

And in sports, South Sudan’s Malakia FC has been knocked out of the CECAFA football tournament after losing 2-1 in their quarterfinal game against Kenya’s Gor Mahia FC.  
In other regional matches, Khartoum el-Watani advanced to the semi-finals after a 4-nil defeat over Rwanda’s QPR.  
In today’s matches Kampala City FC face young starts of Tanzania while Al Ahli Shendi of Sudan take on Azam FC of Tanzania.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Government consults on IGAD peace proposals  

· Security operatives conduct security searches ahead of tomorrow’s martyrs day celebrations 

· Local artist appears in court over murder of son of former Police Chief 
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