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1 June 2015 
Good Afternoon its 1 o’clock I’m Susan Dokolo 
The Headlines

· Armed elements attack Wau county, kill CID officer

· Security beef up: Authorities in Mundri West and Mvolo counties step up deployments in the face of increased insecurity 
AND 

· Humanitarian distress: Aid organizations note spike in casualties in conflict affected states

Authorities in Western Barh el-Ghazal are investigating an attack by armed men on Bazia Payam in Wau County.  
The State Minister for local government, Angelo Taban told journalists in Wau that the men launched their attack early Sunday morning, killed a Criminal Investigations Officer and kidnapped 6 members of the organized forces namely 3 prison guards and 3 wildlife officers.  
Taban says one woman was injured in the attack. 
Angelo says SPLA has been dispatched to pursue the attackers.

Clip…………………………………….. Angelo Taban 1

“Today at five in the morning, group of [rebels] came and attacked Bazia area. The operation did not long; it lasted from five to seven am. They took control of the area, chased the organized forces present, took the radio of the police and killed CID personnel. They also injured a woman and were able to drive away six individuals from organized forces, including three prison guards and wild life. They took two trucks and drove them to the side of Namatina.”

Bazia payam is located south of Wau, a few kilometers from the border with Western Equatoria state. 
Commissioners in Western Equatoria have been directed to step up security, following the unrest in the state and a recent attack on an army base in Nyaka Boma, Yambio County.  

Unknown gunmen attacked the village wounding four soldiers last Thursday. State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro says the attack was conducted by a group of youth, led by an SPLA soldier who is still at large.  

Bakosoro says reinforcements have been sent to Nyaka as investigations continue.  

Clip……………………………….Bakosoro 2

“I have convened a meeting with all the youth; I have asked all the commissioners and the chiefs to convene a meeting so that they are vigilant.  These are the youth in Nyaka, I understand they mobilized themselves there with one officer who was also in the army barracks in Nyaka – so he instigated these youth to attack the army barracks and they escaped together.  So this army officer is still at large we don’t know where he is, with the remaining youth who were with him.  We are trying to understand if they are allied to the rebel movement of the former Vice President or it is something new – so that is food for thought, we are trying to find out.”

The Council of Ministers on Friday resolved to investigate reports of a new rebel group in Western Equatoria.  

Reports from the area suggest the rebel activity could be led by a one Wesley Waluba. 

 A security committee has been dispatched to the area to assess the security situation on the ground.

In Mvolo County still in Western Equatoria, authorities there say they have received people from neighboring Mundri West following the recent unrest in the county. 

Numbers have not been revealed, but security forces have been deployed along the road connecting Mvolo to other counties to ensure security along the routes. 

Last month two people were killed and a car was burnt on the road bordering Mvolo and Mundri West County. 

Mvolo County commissioner James Abdallah Arona describes the current security situation in his area as normal. 

Arona says authorities met with community representatives over the weekend to discuss security concerns.

Clip…………………. James Abdallah Arona 3

“What I took after the incidents which happened between border of Mvolo county and Mundri West which result to burning of car at zoto area I took the initiative to go to Yeri and attend a meeting there with community leaders, head of department, youth representative, women representative and others .So the purpose of the meeting was to aware the public especially the youth of the three Payam Dari, Lesi and Yeri so that people will stand one ,as one body to support the government .”

Humanitarian partners have reported a sharp rise in casualties due to clashes between government and opposition forces. 
Aid agencies have treated more than 1,000 people for injuries over a 3 week period in parts of Unity and Upper Nile states. 

Nelson Lwak has more in this report 

Clip ………………………………………….Nelson’s report 4
******************************

“The latest report from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs – UNOCHA says between 1st and 24th May, health partners performed surgeries to 1,289 people, compared to the less than 200 surgeries performed from January to April 2015. UNOCHA says plans to handle mass casualties in Bentiu, Malakal and Melut have been updated. Additional medical supplies have also been provided to bolster the surgical capacity at Malakal health facility. According to the UNOCHA report, continued fighting in the Greater Upper Nile region, coupled with the relocation of aid workers from the affected areas continues to hinder access to people in need. With the onset of the rainy season, an increase in morbidity and mortality are expected in the areas that have reported displacements. Meanwhile, a high-level event to highlight the humanitarian crisis in South Sudan and its impact on the region will take place in Geneva, Switzerland this month.  The conference due on the 16 June will address critical funding shortfalls and underscore the importance of finding an urgent political solution to the conflict. The funding for the 2015 South Sudan Humanitarian Response Plan has reached 634 million US dollars, representing 35 per cent of the total requirement of 1.8 billion dollars. I am Lwak Nelson for Radio Miraya News.”
Just days after a deadly cattle raid left two people dead in Bor County – of Jonglei State, another raid has been reported, this time in Twic East County.  

County commissioner, Dau Akoi Jurukuch says armed men attacked Baping village in Makuach Payam and took off with 30 head of cattle.  

Akoi Jurukuch says the cows were later recovered.  

He explains what happened. 

Clip……………………..Dau Akoi Jurukuch 5
“The unknown gunmen, they came and raided the cattle in the village called baping.  Baping is one of the villages of Makuach Payam in Twic East County.  The number of cattle that were raided was 30 and nobody was reported injured or dead, so they XXXXX arrive in the village called Baping.”

Last week raiders attacked Pariak Boma in Bor and looted 145 head of cattle that were later recovered by their owners. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Police and Social Workers have been identified as key agents in the fight against gender based violence. 
The Central Equatoria State government held training for officers and social workers, equipping them with skills on how to handle and protect victims of abuse. 
The training lasted 5 days in Juba and incorporated skills on monitoring and reporting cases of gender based violence. 
Mary Apayi, Central Equatoria state minister of Gender, child and social development stressed the importance of such training.  

Clip……………Mary Apayi 6
“This training has three objectives; one to bring the Police and the social workers and equipped them with skills so that they will be able to train others and then to protect the victims of GBV.  Sincerely speaking today gender based violence become one of the tool for fighting a war, for succeeding a war it is the first strategy that is put in any plan of any organized forces for fighting the enemy.”

The World Health Organization is calling on countries to work together to end the illicit trade of tobacco products. 
The UN health agency says one in every 10 cigarettes consumed is illegal, making them cheaper and more accessible to people from low-income groups, as well as to children. 
The WHO made the call on World Tobacco Day that is marked annually on 31 May, to highlight the health risks associated with tobacco use and advocate for effective policies to reduce its consumption. 
In 2015, WHO says the focus is on getting more Member States to sign an international protocol which aims to eliminate the illicit trade in tobacco products. Vera da Costa de Silva, is the Head of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control Secretariat.

Clip………………………….. Vera da Costa de Silva 7
“We have so far eight parties to the protocol, we need 40 for it to become an international law and then make parties cooperate together to eliminate illicit trade.”

The UN health agency estimates that eliminating the illicit trade in tobacco would generate an annual tax windfall of 31 billion US dollars for governments.

And in regional news, East African leaders have asked Burundi President Pierre Nkuruzinza to delay next month’s Presidential elections after a month of unrest over his plan to stand for a third term. 

The leaders, who met in Arusha Tanzania on Sunday, said the vote should be postponed by at least a month and a half. They also called for the "disarmament of all armed youth groups" and for the "creation of conditions for the return of refugees".
The heads of state of Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya and Rwanda, were joined by South African President Jacob Zuma.

This was their second summit in a month aimed at restoring peace in Burundi, which has been hit by violent protests. 

President Pierre Nkurunziza, who faced a coup attempt while in Dar es Salaam for the first summit on May 13, did not attend the meeting, and was represented by the country’s foreign minister. 

Meanwhile, the violence in Burundi has claimed the lives of 5 children, among more than 30 people killed in street protests. 

UNICEF says to date, 200 youths have been injured since the start of street protests against President Nkurunziza's decision to run for a third term in office. 

The UN children’s Organisation says the five children were killed in violent street protests since April 26th.  UNICEF's Christophe Boulierac says all five sustained bullet wounds.  

Clip……………… Christophe Boulierac 8
"These five children have been killed from bullet wounds…they were at a place they should not be, they were in the streets and at locations where demonstrations took place…"

Schools have also closed in the Burundian capital owing to security concerns and access to hospitals has become difficult for women and children.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again

· Armed elements attack Wau county, kill CID officer

· Security beef up: Authorities in Mundri West and Mvolo counties step up deployments in the face of increased insecurity 
AND 

· Humanitarian distress: Aid organizations note spike in casualties in conflict affected states

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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