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1 June 2015 
Good Evening its 5 o’clock I’m Susan Dokolo 
The Headlines

· Key security ministers brief legislators over unrest in Western Equatoria 

· Upper Nile shifts state capital temporarily from Malakal to Renk  

AND 

· Humanitarian agencies register more than 1,000 casualties over 3 weeks of fighting  in Upper Nile and Unity States 
The Ministers of Defence and National Security have appeared before the Council of States to explain the insecurity in Western Equatoria.  

Security Minister Ambutu Mamur Mete told the legislators that they have received enough information to suggest that there is a rebellion going on in WES.  

Clip………………………… Ambutu Mumur Mete 1

“The rebellion in Western Equatoria is a connection, because that is a strategic move by Riek Machar – if I wanted to quote him rights he said, any rebellion without involving Equatoria as a land and the people will never flourish, it will die away.”
Defence Mnister Koul Manyang Juuk noted pockets of insecurity in Eastern and Western Equatoria in the areas of Mundri and Nadapal.  

Kuol Manyang also confirmed that the insecurity is linked to opposition forces of Riek Machar.

Clip……………………………………..Kuol Manyang 2

“It was just an accusation that there are rebels, rebels and until you lay your hand on a person and he says I am ‘Kuol’ then you can name them. But if they don’t talk and because they never attacked government installations they cannot be called rebels.  But they have just been claimed by Riek Machar and they themselves have said it.”
The Council of Ministers resolved to form two committees within the Council of States to travel to Western Equatoria to investigate the reports.  

A total 23 people, including 11 soldiers were killed and 8 wounded in the recent insecurity. 
Meanwhile, youth in Western Equatoria have been cautioned against getting involved in criminal activities.  

State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro condemned a recent attack carried out by youth on an SPLA barracks in Nyaka Boma, in Yambio County and instructed commissioners to step up security.  

One soldier was killed and four others injured in the attack. Bakosoro says reinforcements have been sent to Nyaka as investigations continue.  He warns youth against conflict. 

Clip……….. Joseph Bakosoro 3

“I am very disappointed with this behavior and I am warning all the youth wherever they are, in case they are misbehaving like this, I think the law will take its course. Because the youth should not misbehave like in other areas where youth mobilize themselves go and attack Government soldiers. That is unbecoming and I whole heartedly condemn that act and I am requesting that whoever did that should be brought to book.” 

The attack on the army base last Thursday was conducted by a group of youth, led by an SPLA soldier who is still at large.  

In Mvolo County still in Western Equatoria, authorities there say they have received people from neighboring Mundri West following the recent unrest in the county. 

Numbers have not been revealed, but security forces have been deployed along the road connecting Mvolo to other counties to ensure security along the routes. 

Last month two people were killed and a car was burnt on the road bordering Mvolo and Mundri West County. 

Mvolo County commissioner James Abdallah Arona describes the current security situation in his area as normal. 

Arona says authorities met with community representatives over the weekend to discuss security concerns.

Clip…………………. James Abdallah Arona 4

“What I took after the incidents which happened between border of Mvolo county and Mundri West which result to burning of car at zoto area I took the initiative to go to Yeri and attend a meeting there with community leaders, head of department, youth representative, women representative and others .So the purpose of the meeting was to aware the public especially the youth of the three Payam Dari, Lesi and Yeri so that people will stand one ,as one body to support the government .”

Onto Upper Nile where State authorities have temporarily relocated the State Capital from Malakal to Renk.  

Renk County commissioner, Lual Deng Choul says the move has been made on account of the continued fighting in Malakal.  

Choul says the temporary relocation was carried out in consultation with the local community in Renk. 

He says the government had earlier moved to Melut and Falluj but has now set up base in Renk, which has the suitable infrastructure to serve temporarily as a seat of administration.  

Roll Clip ………………  Lual Deng Choul 5
“We refused the state to be run from Faluj where the headquarter of Petroleum company . I want to want to pass the assurance of the local community, chiefs, leaders, intellectuals and youth in Renk county all of them have desire to accommodate the state’s capital temporary in Renk. We welcome the issue as Renk has the infrastructure residences and administrations.”
State Governor, Simon Kun Phouj addressed a gathering in Renk and called on the citizens to stand for unity and co-exist peacefully.  

Roll Clip ……………….   Simon Kun Phouj 6
“The second thing we want is unity among us as South Sudanese. If one person rebellion we should not say that all the tribe has rebelled , and you here in Renk  you have a good advantage in peaceful coexistence and unity among you, so I call on all South Sudanese to take you as an example.  If people coexist like you, our country will be okay '"

Authorities in Western Bahr el-Ghazal are investigating an attack by armed men on Bazia Payam in Wau County.  
The State Minister for local government, Angelo Taban told journalists in Wau that the men launched their attack early Sunday morning, killed a Criminal Investigations Officer and kidnapped 6 members of the organized forces namely 3 prison guards and 3 wildlife officers.  
Taban says one woman was injured in the attack. 
Angelo says SPLA has been dispatched to pursue the attackers.

Clip…………………………………….. Angelo Taban 7
“Today at five in the morning, group of [rebels] came and attacked Bazia area. The operation did not long; it lasted from five to seven am. They took control of the area, chased the organized forces present, took the radio of the police and killed CID personnel. They also injured a woman and were able to drive away six individuals from organized forces, including three prison guards and wild life. They took two trucks and drove them to the side of Namatina.”

Bazia payam is located south of Wau, a few kilometers from the border with Western Equatoria state. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Humanitarian partners have reported a sharp rise in casualties due to clashes between government and opposition forces. 
Aid agencies have treated more than 1,000 people for injuries over a 3 week period in parts of Unity and Upper Nile states. 

The latest report from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs – UNOCHA says between 1st and 24th May, health partners performed surgeries to 1,289 people, compared to the less than 200 surgeries performed from January to April 2015.
UNOCHA says plans to handle mass casualties in Bentiu, Malakal and Melut have been updated. Additional medical supplies have also been provided to bolster the surgical capacity at Malakal health facility. 
The World Health Organization is calling on countries to work together to end the illicit trade of tobacco products. 
The UN health agency says one in every 10 cigarettes consumed is illegal, making them cheaper and more accessible to people from low-income groups, as well as to children. 
The WHO made the call on World Tobacco Day that is marked annually on 31 May, to highlight the health risks associated with tobacco use and advocate for effective policies to reduce its consumption. 
In 2015, WHO says the focus is on getting more Member States to sign an international protocol which aims to eliminate the illicit trade in tobacco products. Vera da Costa de Silva, is the Head of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control Secretariat.

The UN health agency estimates that eliminating the illicit trade in tobacco would generate an annual tax windfall of 31 billion US dollars for governments.

And in news elsewhere, More than 60 people have been killed after a fuel tanker exploded in South-Eastern Nigeria. 

The tanker crashed into a busy bus station and caught fire.  Eyewitnesses say the driver lost control of the tanker as it was going downhill in the city of Onitsha.

 Rescue workers say 12 other vehicles caught fire in the incident, which police say was an accident.  

Dozens of people are being treated in two hospitals in Onitsha.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again

· Key security ministers brief legislators over unrest in Western Equatoria 

· Upper Nile shifts state capital temporarily from Malakal to Renk  

AND 

· Humanitarian agencies register more than 1,000 casualties over 3 weeks of fighting  in Upper Nile and Unity States 

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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