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Good afternoon, It’s 1 o’clock. I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· Diplomatic condemnation; UN Secretary General condemns expulsion of UN Humanitarian Coordinator
· SPLM summit set for Juba later this month 
· Tambura County – South Sudan’s pot of honey
The United Nations Secretary-General is calling for the South Sudan government to reverse its decision to expel the UN Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General also UN Humanitarian Coordinator – Toby Lanzer.  

The government expelled Toby Lanzer with immediate effect, and no reason has been given for his expulsion. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said in a statement that Mr. Lanzer has been instrumental in addressing the increasing humanitarian needs of conflict-affected communities in the country, and ensuring that life-saving humanitarian assistance reaches the most vulnerable. 

Ariane Quentier, UNMISS Spokesperson read out the Secretary General’s message. 

Quentier: “The Secretary-General calls on the Government of South Sudan to reverse its decision immediately. He further urges the Government to cooperate fully with all United Nations entities present in South Sudan. Mr. Lanzer was coming to the end of his term, and in order to ensure continuity for this critical function, the Secretary-General has already appointed his successor, whose nomination was announced on 29 May.”

The President’s press secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny, says the decision to expel Toby Lanzer was reached in a recent Council of Ministers meeting.  
Radio Miraya will bring you more on this story.  
A summit is expected to be held in Juba later this month to follow up on the full implementation of the Arusha SPLM-intra party agreement.  

Presidential Press Secretary Ateny Wek Ateny says the meeting, scheduled for the 26th of June, is expected to be attended by all former political detainees and the leaders of Uganda, Tanzania and Ethiopia.  

Representatives from South Africa will also attend.  

Ateny Wek made the communication as President Salva Kiir met with an advance team of the former detainees in Juba earlier today.  

The delegation of Deng Alor Kuol, John Luk Jok, Cirino Hiteng, Kosti Manibe and Madut Biar arrived in Juba on Monday to consult with the SPLM party leadership on the implementation of the Arusha agreement - that was signed in January this year.  

Deng Alor is leading the team and says they are here to discuss three sticking issues - all aimed at bringing peace to the country.

Alor: “We have 3 or 4 issues which we have to raise which are very central to the people of South Sudan.  One is reunification of SPLM. Two, we will discuss the issue of war because this war will stop and we feel that we must discuss this issue while we are here. We know why the agreement is not being signed in Addis, so this is an advance team that is here to prepare the ground for the resolution to all the problems that are impeding the reunification of the SPLM.”

The delegation is accompanied by South Africa’s deputy president, Cyril Ramaphosa, who is here representing the African National Congress Party; who are guarantors to the Arusha agreement. 

Radio Miraya spoke with Pagan Amum, head of the G-10 group of former detainees and former SPLM Party Secretary General, to get his opinion on the return of his colleagues. 
Pagan described the return as a mission of ‘good will’ to remove the obstacles of the full implementation of the Arusha intra-party agreement. 
Pagan says the G-5 will be in Juba for two to three days before returning to Kenya to review the visit. He says a similar meeting will be held with the SPLM – in the opposition.   
Amum: “The visit is going to be 2 days, maybe 3 and the delegation are expected to return to Nairobi, Kenya, on Wednesday and the G-10 will have a meeting on Thursday to review the situation and hopefully there will be progress achieved. Then the Arusha agreement would be on its way to be implemented. We are also expecting the team to come and we meet with the SPLM leadership in the opposition.”

Meanwhile sections of the civil society have welcomed the return of the G-5.  Edmund Yakani, is the Executive Director of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organsiation.

Yakani: “I look at it as a positive, and I treat it as a step towards peace, because if we want to obtain peace it is a process, but this process has steps to be followed. So the reunification of the SPLM is one step of peace that we are looking at, as we are all aware at the end of the day the root causes of the crisis have gone beyond the SPLM. But at least the coming of the former detainees is giving a signal from the detainees that there is hope for peace.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The National Ministers of Defence and Security on Monday appeared before the Council of States in Juba to brief them on events in Western Equatoria, following days of unrest in parts of Mundri West County.  

In his brief, Security Minister Ambutu Mamur Mete told the legislators that they have received credible information to suggest that there is a rebellion going on in Western Equatoria.  

Defence Mnister Koul Manyang Juuk noted pockets of insecurity, in the areas of Mundri and Nadapal in Western and Eastern Equatoria states, respectively. 
Kuol Manyang also confirmed that the insecurity in Western Equatoria is linked to opposition forces of Riek Machar.

The Council of States resolved to form two committees within it to travel to Western Equatoria to investigate the reports.  A total 23 people, including 11 soldiers, were killed and 8 wounded in the recent insecurity.
Still in Western Equatoria, Tambura County is enjoying the benefits of bee farming.  A community based organization established in 2000 produces up to 5,000 liters of quality honey for sale every year.  

The organization trains farmers how to produce and harvest good quality honey. 

Anthony Fada, Secretary of the Association, says they are now looking to open up a factory to produce and package honey on a large scale.

Fada: “So our big dream is we need to open an industry in WES. Though we have challenges, we are struggling and maybe after some years we will be able to do something bigger for the whole of South Sudan. We don’t use machines, we only use manual sieves, but even though there is no machine you can get quality honey. Let me say in a year we can produce like 5,000 liters of honey in a year and also we have about 500 kgs of bees wax, but we don’t have market for bees wax.”
On to Northern Bahr el Ghazal, where a committee of legislators in the State Assembly has recommended that the State Minister of Finance be summoned for questioning.  

The 5-man team has been scrutinizing the 2014-2015 budget expenditures and wants the Minister to explain how 1.2 million dollars borrowed from the National Ministry of Finance was spent.  

They also want the Minister to appear along with other concerned officials to clarify on local revenue remittances.  

Garang Zakaria Lual, the secretary of the ad hoc committee, says they have presented their report to the house for scrutiny, and the MPs will decide whether or not to summon the officials.  

Lual: “With this report I think the house will be looking into summoning a number of people because there are so many people involved, people collecting money, people you know trying to send money to the finance and the money is not reaching there. So after this one, the house will summon a number of people whom the report is showing that they have a responsibility for certain amount of money.”

The ad hoc committee was formed in April this year to investigate use of public funds in government institutions. 

In Jonglei, authorities have launched repair work of a broken dyke in Twic East County.  

Twic East County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurkuch says the repairs on a 20 km stretch of the water barrier that was damaged earlier are expected to be completed within two months. 

Akoi says the dyke will help to protect the community against flood waters. He says the county administration has received half of the money allocated for the repairs.

Jurkuch: “The rehabilitation is going on in the five payams and it is continuing. It started in the north of the dyke and it is continuing southwards to the dyke. So this is the progress on the dyke as it happens. We have been receiving support from the governor of Jonglei State that he has approved 420,000 pounds and we received only fifty percent (50%). That means we received 210,000.”

Traffic flow to and from Rumbek Center in Lakes State has returned to normal, days after police recruits staged a protest demanding for food rations.  

The trainees sealed off the Rumbek-Wulu road which links Rumbek Center to Juba.  

State Minister for Local Government and Law Enforcement Jok Ayoum Majak says the recruits removed the blockade after the food rations were eventually delivered.  Majak says traffic has since returned to normal. 

Majak: “Now people are moving. Cars, trucks are moving freely. They are not stopping. Even when they did that they did not take anything from person from the car or from the trucks. What happened was on Saturday, when these trainees or those who had been trained, when they heard it that there was no ration for them. They closed the road coming from Juba and the road going here. They stopped cars. Then we were informed. Acting Police Commissioner came to me and we went to the police club to talk and we talked to them. We told them don’t do anything your ration is going. So the food went. The ration went and they opened up the road. They allowed cars from juba to come and cars from here to go.”
And, Nigeria's anti-corruption agency has arrested six senior central bank officials over alleged fraud.  

The suspects are accused of stealing up to 33 million US dollars in defaced naira notes, which were meant to be destroyed.

The Economic and Financial Crimes Commission is also holding 16 private bank workers for the scam. 
Newly-installed Nigerian President Muhammudu Buhari has pledged to make tackling corruption a priority.

Media reports, however, say the arrests were made last week, before the president's official swearing-in ceremony, and so should not be seen as part of Mr Buhari's promised clampdown on corruption.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again
· Diplomatic condemnation; UN Secretary-General condemns expulsion of UN Humanitarian Coordinator


· SPLM summit set for Juba later this month 

· Tambura County – South Sudan’s pot of honey 

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
1 | Page

