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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m Susan Dokolo.

The Headlines

· Government speaks out on expulsion of UN Humanitarian Coordinator 

· President Kiir meets with former detainees 

· President Omar al-Bashir is sworn into office
The government says a decision to reverse the expulsion of the UN Humanitarian Coordinator rests with the President.  

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon had asked the government to reverse the decision to expel Toby Lanzer, saying he has been instrumental in addressing the increasing humanitarian needs of conflict-affected communities in the country, and ensuring that life-saving humanitarian assistance reaches the most vulnerable. 

Ariane Quentier, UNMISS Spokesperson read out the Secretary General’s message. 

Quentier: “The Secretary-General calls on the Government of South Sudan to reverse its decision immediately. He further urges the Government to cooperate fully with all United Nations entities present in South Sudan. Mr. Lanzer was coming to the end of his term, and in order to ensure continuity for this critical function, the Secretary-General has already appointed his successor, whose nomination was announced on 29 May.”


The President’s press secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny, says the decision to expel Toby Lanzer was reached in a recent Council of Ministers meeting.  
Ateny says the decision can only be reversed by the President.  

Ateny: “This was a Council of Ministers decision and the President has the prerogative to overturn it. He has not overturned it, but it is not impossible. This actually came as a result of the resolution of the Council of Ministers which sought to expel Toby Lanzer against the background of the statement he made that was not responsible, completely against the government. And the mandate of the UN in South Sudan is to support the government. It is not to cause havoc and Toby Lanzer’s statement was not giving any hope to the people of South Sudan, given that he was predicting the total collapse.  And we have not seen any collapsing country … because if a country collapses it will be the rule of guns that will prevail so this was the Council of Ministers decision.”
Speaking on the peace process, Ateny said chief negotiators from both the government and the opposition will meet on the 8th of June in Addis Ababa to arrange for the resumption of the actual talks. 

Ateny says a visit by the foreign affairs ministers of Kenya and Ethiopia was to lay ground for the resumption of the IGAD mediated talks.  

Ateny: “The coming of the two foreigner ministers of Kenya and Ethiopia -- the president agreed with them that the government chief negotiator plus two and chief negotiator from Opposition will meet on the 8th June. When they meet whatever they agreed upon will pave the way for convening a summit of the heads of state and government of IGAD and discuss how to bring the crisis to an end.”
Meanwhile, President Salva Kiir met today with the advance team of the five former detainees led by Deng Alor.  

Speaking to Journalists after the meeting, Akol Paul, chairperson of SPLM Youth League said the SPLM leadership has recommitted themselves to ending the crisis through a peaceful means as well as fully implementing the Arusha Agreement   

Akol: “We have agreed to move forward, recommitted ourselves for the implementation of the Arusha agreement and recommitted ourselves collectively for peaceful resolution of the conflicts in South Sudan. And we would also want to take this opportunity to appeal to the SPLM in Opposition to join this process to bring this conflict to an end through peaceful means. This evening we are going to have also a meeting, an expanded meeting of the SPLM leadership, which will be attended by the National Liberation Council and senior members of the SPLM in the cabinet and some commissions.”

A summit is expected to be held in Juba later this month to follow up on the full implementation of the Arusha SPLM-intra party agreement. 

 The meeting, scheduled for the 26th of June, is expected to be attended by all former political detainees and the leaders of Uganda, Tanzania and Ethiopia.  Representatives from South Africa will also attend as guarantors to the agreement.
Parliament has passed the Financial Bill 2014/2015 with amendments.  

The 88-page document is a legal framework designed to give guidance on tax collections, and also serves as a point of reference for the Ministry of Finance to prepare the National Budget. 

Some Parliamentarians were concerned that the Bill appeared to be a duplicate of the financial bill from Sudan and urged the committee on economy to delete reference to Sudan’s currency and the name of the Sudanese Finance Minister from the copy presented.  

Committee chairperson, Goc Makuc Mayol remarked that this is the first time South Sudan is legislating its own financial bill since Independence and will work towards making improvements.  

Mayol: “This is the first time in the history of South Sudan for such a bill to be presented. This bill is so important and even 90% of the rates in the bill emanated from Sudan. So we are trying to make improvements. Once this Bill is approved by parliament it will give a clue to the Ministry of Finance. Once the next Budget comes they will make a good bill I believe.”

The bill was presented for its first reading last month and was sent back to the committee over concerns that proposed tax increases would affect the population. 
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In Western Equatoria, the situation in Mundri West County has returned to normal after days of unrest. 

Up to 23 people, including 11 soldiers and the County Executive Director, were killed over the past few days. 

The SPLA Division Six Commander Major General Johnson Juma Okot says the situation is now calm and people have resumed their normal activities.

Okot: “The situation as I talk to you now is very normal, both Mundri East, Mundri West and Mvolo, where there have been some skirmishes of events that happened from 20th to 23rd. The situation is normal; the citizens have come back to the market. We went to the Church and we have gone to the public, so I think we are ok, except the same fear that happened on the 27th in Nyaka in Yambio, where some armed unknown … attacked our outpost. Two of them have been killed and four of our soldiers were wounded and one unfortunately died so I also want to appeal that the situation there is also calm.”

Two people have been killed and more than 60 head of cattle raided from Mapel payam in Jur river county of Western Bahr el Ghazal State.  

Abraham Dimo, the Member of Parliament representing Mapel constituency in the state assembly, says the attackers disappeared with the animals in the direction of Cueibet County in Lakes state.  

Dimo: “At around eight o clock in the morning, unknown gunmen came to Mapel in a place called Magela and looted around 50 cattle, again combining it with the cattle around the house of someone called Lual Dimo, around fifteen cattle. So a total of around 65 cattle were looted. The first guy whose cattle were looted got shot. Dumo was also shot dead and one guy was wounded in the leg yesterday.”

Still in Mapel, a man and his wife were shot and injured when armed men forced their way into their home.  

The couple is receiving treatment at Wau military hospital as investigations into the incident are underway.

Meanwhile traffic has resumed along the Wau-Tombura road and life is returning to normal, days after an attack on Bazia payam in Western Bahr el-Ghazal State.

State Information Minister Mary Karlino says citizens who fled to the bushes are finding their way back to their homes. 

Karlino is asking the population to remain calm as armed forces pursue the attackers.  

Karlino: “Traffic has started along this road normally since this morning, after security has been maintained and the attackers have escaped. From here I pay condolence for the martyrs who lost their lives. I also assure you that the government is alert for the security of this state and its development.”

Bazia payam, located a few kilometers south of Wau, was attacked by armed men on Sunday morning.

On to Northern Bahr el Ghazal, where a committee of legislators in the State Assembly has recommended that the State Minister of Finance be summoned for questioning.  

The 5-man team has been scrutinizing the 2014-2015 budget expenditures and wants the Minister to explain how 1.2 million dollars borrowed from the National Ministry of Finance was spent.  

They also want the Minister to appear along with other concerned officials to clarify on local revenue remittances.  

Garang Zakaria Lual, the secretary of the ad hoc committee, says they have presented their report to the house for scrutiny, and the MPs will decide whether or not to summon the officials.  

Lual: “With this report I think the house will be looking into summoning a number of people because there are so many people involved, people collecting money, people you know trying to send money to the finance and the money is not reaching there. So after this one, the house will summon a number of people whom the report is showing that they have a responsibility for certain amount of money.”


The ad hoc committee was formed in April this year to investigate use of public funds in government institutions. 
Authorities in Jonglei have launched repair work of a broken dyke in Twic East County.  

Twic East County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurkuch says the repairs on a 20 km stretch of the water barrier that was damaged earlier are expected to be completed within two months. 

Akoi says the dyke will help to protect the community against flood waters. He says the county administration has received half of the money allocated for the repairs.

In regional news
Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir has been sworn into office.  Bashir took his oath of allegiance in Khartoum to serve another five years. 

The 71-year-old, who has been in office since 1989, was re-elected after winning elections in April with more than 94% of the vote.  

Presidents Abdel Fattah al-Sisi of Egypt, Zimbabwe's Robert Mugabe and Uhuru Kenyatta of Kenya all attended the ceremony. 

 South Sudan is represented by Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin.  
And, a new report shows that poachers in Africa are using modern weaponry and more organized tactics to hunt elephants and rhinos.  

The "Small Arms Survey 2015” indicates that elephant populations in Africa are declining and the poaching of rhinos continues to escalate. 

Kristopher Carlson, a senior researcher with the Small Arms Survey think tank, says actors involved in poaching include non-state armed groups, rogue elements of state militaries and small groups of commercial poachers. 

Carlson says poachers are now using multiple methods to kill animals, including firearms, poisons and spears.

Carlson: "Among those firearms that are used to kill big game wildlife are hunting rifles and craft made weapons. Those are the most common types of weapons. And behind them are also military style firearms, AK pattern rifles as well as some machine guns and so forth."
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Government speaks out on expulsion of UN Humanitarian Coordinator


· President Kiir meets with former detainees

· President Omar al-Bashir is sworn into office  

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
1 | Page

