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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· News just in: Armed youth clash with SPLA soldiers in Rumbek 
· Glimpse of normalcy in Mundri as civilians start to return to their homes
· We hear how the economic crisis is affecting teachers and students

We are just receiving reports from Lakes State of an attack by armed youth in Rumbek East County.  

Our reporter there tells us at least eight people, including an SPLA soldier, have been killed.  

The crossfire between soldiers and armed youth in Akot payam was sparked off when a trader was ambushed and killed in a truck near Akot town. 

A vehicle carrying soldier is said to have arrived at the scene and opened fire on the attackers.  
The Executive Director of Rumbek East County, Madit Malual, confirms the incident and says the situation there remains tense. 

Staying in Lakes, the state Ministry of Finance is withholding funding for six counties after they failed to submit their financial reports. 

Dut Riak, the Director General in the Ministry of Finance, says Cuiebet, Wulu, Yirol West, Yirol East, Rumbek East and Awerial counties have not presented papers to account for how they used the money that was sent out earlier.   

Dut Riak says the money will not be released until full accountability has been provided.  

He says they are waiting for reports from as far back as August last year. 

Riak: “Those counties who brought in their financial reports about the usage of conditional operating costs, we are prepared now to release their salaries. There are some counties that have brought in their operating cost financial report on how the operation cost has been used. But if there is no financial report we suspend the money until you bring the financial report, explaining how you used the money because this money we are accountable to it by the national government.  If the county is quick to bring in their report, its financial report, the quicker the money will be released.”
The advance team of the former political detainees has arrived in Nairobi, Kenya.  

The team of five, touched down at Nairobi’s Jomo Kenyatta International Airport this morning, after holding a series of meetings with the SPLM party leadership in Juba.  

Speaking on departure from Juba, Cirino Hiteng described their visit as successful. 

Hiteng: “We believe that our mission has been very successful, and I think our visit to Juba is a culmination of our decision that we must engage the SPLM leadership in the country and we will as well engage the SPLM in Opposition so that there is nothing that is difficult that we can’t agree on. We will go back and brief our colleagues and work together and expedite this process.”
Acting SPLM Secretary General Ann Itto said the team is expected to meet the leader of SPLM in the opposition, Riek Machar, and make an appeal to end the war.

Itto: “The advance team will also go and try to talk to Riek Machar and appeal to him and his group on the issue of re- unification of the SPLM and most importantly why we must stop the war and bring peace to South Sudan, and if the trip to Pagak is as successful as it is here, I think we are seeing the dawn of peace in South Sudan.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Life is slowly returning to normal in Mundri West in Western Equatoria, after days of unrest.  

Radio Miraya reporter Martin Siba is in Mundri and said calm is returning as people are being encouraged to return to their homes.  

Martin Siba tells us in this report that organized forces are securing the area.  

A total 23 people, including 11 soldiers were killed and eight wounded in the recent insecurity.
The Ministry of Environment is asking citizens to use national resources responsibly. 

Tomorrow, Friday, South Sudan joins the rest of the World to commemorate World Environment Day, under the theme ‘Energy efficiency, sustainable consumption and production.’  

Speaking on Radio Miraya ahead of the day, David Batale Oliva, an official from the ministry of environment warned that this generation must find sustainable means of using natural resources. 

Oliva: “Consumption requires use of natural resources. And when we talk of sustainable consumption and production that means we have to use the resources in a way so that they are not wasted. Because our consumption pattern currently is very wasteful. We waste a lot of resources which will affect the capacity of the resources to recover.”
The economic crisis is taking a toll on students.  We visited Juba Diocesan Model Secondary School and spoke with some students there.  They say basic costs of transport and feeding are becoming increasingly difficult to meet.  

Student’s voxpops:

“The situation is currently very bad, especially for us as the students. It is difficult to get transport because there is no fuel, and it affects us. We usually come to school very late.”

“Where buying a breakfast even in the school here is becoming high, you will not get three pounds to buy a sandwich. So what I want to say is that the increase in dollar, it should be reduced. It should not be high.”
“Now if you go to the black market you get a lot of dollars instead of the banks. What I am thinking -- if the government can provide from the central bank and give straight to the commercial banks in the country, it will help people get more interest. Then it will reduce it and then also the prices in the market will reduce.”

We also spoke with Charity Korir, an English teacher at the private secondary school.  She says her salary, which she receives in pounds, may no longer allow her to meet her responsibilities. 

Korir: “Actually, the little you get as salary you are not being paid in dollars. So maybe when you want to send something outside, because you might be having children who are studying abroad, it becomes very hard. You get your little salary; you change it in black market because you cannot get money in the bank. Of course it will be like you are working for nothing and even if you use the SSP, go to the market as we are speaking now, you buy things yesterday, you go today and you find the price has hiked. So this dollar thing has brought a lot of ham and if it continues like this I don’t know where we are heading to.”  

By Thursday morning the exchange rate of the South Sudanese pound on the black market stood at 1,000 pounds for one US dollar.
In regional news

Elsewhere, an explosion at a petrol station in Ghana’s capital Accra has killed at least 90 people.  

The blast was caused by a fire that erupted at a nearby lorry terminal then spread to the fuel station and other buildings.
The fire started as people in the city are trying to cope with two days of heavy rain, which has left many homeless and without power.
The flooding has hampered the rescue efforts, and it is feared the death toll could rise as the search for bodies continues.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· News just in: Armed youth clash with SPLA soldiers in Rumbek
· Glimpse of normalcy in Mundri as civilians start to return to their homes
· We hear how the economic crisis is affecting teachers and students

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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