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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines

· Concessions for peace: SPLM leadership willing to give up positions to end conflict – as opposition sheds doubt on Arusha accord
· Wau airport limits flights as repairs on airport runway take off
· Going green: Countries urged to use resources sustainably
SPLM party Acting Secretary General Anne Itto says the party leadership in Juba is willing to make concessions to bring peace in the country.

Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Itto said there is general agreement that the coming of the party together must bring peace and get the people out of what she called current predicaments.

Itto: “The general feeling is the war must end and it must end now. Peace comes first and we must do everything possible to make peace happen together. And that if the coming of peace requires giving up positions we in the leadership said we will. And then the second thing, general agreement is we must put our people first. They have suffered. We have let them down and coming together must be on the basis of restoring, strengthening the SPLM but also making the SPLM capable of picking the people out of current predicaments and moving on with peace and making their life better.”
The leader of opposition party SPLM-DC is however uncertain the Arusha accord will usher in peace.  

Lam Akol says the reunification will only help push the peace talks in Addis Ababa.

Akol: “The peace is negotiated in Addis. The Arusha Agreement is the reunification of the SPLM. Of course, it is nonsense to say that the unification of the SPLM will automatically bring peace to the country. This is not true because the people who died in tens of thousands, two million who are displaced and the almost one third of the country which is now being threatened by hunger are not SPLM. What is true is that the reunification of the SPLM will help push forward the talks in Addis Ababa.”
Flights in and out of Wau airport in Western Bahr el Ghazal are being limited, as renovation work on the airport runway kicks off. 
The work includes tarmacking and extending the runway to more than 3,000 meters.  Daniel Nial, the airport manager, says the airport will remain open to normal flights on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, while only helicopters will be allowed to land and take off on the remaining days.  

Nial: “The minister of transport came to Wau last week and commissioned the last layer of pavement and runway extension. So we will be operational during Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. We will give helicopters during closed days. You know Wau Airport was built since 2012 and has now started to pave and extend the runway to 3,300 metres, meaning it will make it to be one of the biggest airports in South Sudan next to Juba.”

Still in Bahr el Ghazal, the Acting Caretaker Governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, Salva Chol Ayat, has issued an executive order establishing a committee to address food shortages in the state. 

The ‘hunger and economic crisis management committee’ is tasked with mobilizing funds from internal and external sources and ensuring commodities are readily available in markets. 

The seven-man committee will start work by meeting with traders in Aweil town today. The committee’s chairperson, Adup Achier Dut, is rallying the support of the community and local leaders.  
Dut: “We need everybody, the community members, chiefs, local government, traders and all the stakeholders, involved in order to help and address this hunger gap and economic crisis that are hitting the state. Yes, it is the task that is been given to the committee, but without help from the other stakeholders the committee cannot actually be successful in its work. So we are urging the citizens of Northern Bahr el Ghazal, all the traders and all those who may be partners to what we are doing now, we need them to help us as well as we help them to assist the citizens of this state.”

The Northern Bahr el Ghazal state assembly passed a resolution last month calling for the creation of an executive committee to address food shortages in the state. 

With the start of the rainy season, health partners are stepping up surveillance and preventive measures to avert the outbreak of waterborne disease.  

The World Health Organization, WHO, says cholera vaccination campaigns are underway at the UN Protection of Civilians site in Bentiu, Unity State, and similar exercises are planned for the civilian sites in Juba.  

Joseph Wamala, an epidemiologist with WHO, stresses the importance of observing proper hygiene practices.

Wamala: “For the general public around this time of the year the risk of contracting cholera is very high so strict adherence to the basic hygiene measure of hand washing before you eat food and before you prepare food after visiting the toilet and also ensuring that all homes have latrines. Make sure if you decide to eat out you are served with food that is freshly prepared. It should be hot. Try to avoid eating fruit that cannot be peeled and if you are to eat fruit eat fruit that you can actually peel.
Participants at a peace workshop in Lakes State are exploring the role of women in bringing an end to the cycle of violence in the state. Thirty-five participants drawn from the different counties are attending the one day forum in Rumbek.  
Rose Nyanakot Thon-amal Malek, one of the participants, says women and children have been severely affected by the ‘tit-for-tat’ fighting among communities.  
Thonamal Malek is encouraging women to share experiences so as to find solutions to bring an end to the violence. 

Malek: “What I can really say is that charity begins at home, so what I am just encouraging is that  women should  be given at least that right to express whatever they don’t like and what they want. And that can really help because if your problem is discussed you get relieved of the stress. And if I was the one, what I could say is that let’s take that thing called forgiveness, to forgive someone who has wronged you. And I think that is only solution that can end this fighting. For those who are hurt, if they are willing to forgive those that have hurt them it will be easy to have peace.”

A Member of the Lakes State legislative assembly, Madhieu Makuac Adhil, blames the continuous fighting between communities on a slow justice system and a lack of awareness up to grassroots level.

Adhil: “For peace to be achieved, it must be from the grassroots, rather than having peace from office level or at political level without involving the community. That peace doesn’t last and this has been one of the problems.  Another problem is that the justice system is very low. For instance, somebody sentenced to death four or five years ago and that person is not executed or somebody sentenced to four or five years and spent only two years or one year and is out. Third reason is the law enforcement agencies are very weak. They are not keeping with the current rate of crime or the nature of crime which is happening nowadays.”

The workshop has drawn representatives from Wulu, Cueibet, and Rumbek East, Center and North counties. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
As the world commemorates World Environment Day today, governments are being called on to take steps towards ensuring sustainable consumption and production.  

This year’s theme is focused on ensuring practical ways of making better use of land, to feed a growing global population.  

Moun-kaila Gouma-ndakoye is the Africa Director for the UN Environmental Program - UNEP. 

He says UNEP is providing policy support and capacity building to African countries in the transition to green economies. He says Africa faces unique challenges.  

Goumandakoye: ‘In many African countries there are really many challenges, particularly related to the fact that we have a very rapid population growth, a very high urbanization rate, so our cities are growing with many slums.  So this is a big challenge, which really summarizes the need for the country to find sustainable ways in terms of using the resources, and in terms of consumption, so that the footprint on the environment would not increase the risk in terms of destroying our natural capital.”

Up to 11,000 households in Bor County, Jonglei State, will receive agricultural tools and seeds in preparation for the farming season.  

The seeds and farming implements have been donated by the South Sudan Red Cross and will be handed out to communities found to have been most affected by the conflict.  

Red Cross Director David Gai says the people in the two payams will need support as they return to their homes.
Gai: “We identified the two locations, Baidit Payam and Jalle Payam, as our priorities. We identified 700 households to be supported by tools and seeds. We decided to choose Baitdit because it, Badidit, was affected by the conflict and people are returning. And they did not receive support for a long time. And 400 in Jalle payam as well.”
Elsewhere, a coalition of 11 non-government organizations has written to United States senators, urging them to confirm the next permanent US Ambassador to South Sudan. 

The US Embassy has been without a permanent Ambassador since August last year. Mary Catherine Phee, a career Foreign Service Officer, was first nominated in September 2014, but has not yet been confirmed by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

The group, including the Enough Project, Oxfam America and Save the Children, says the lack of a permanent ambassador has hindered the U.S.’ sustained engagement with the parties to the conflict to end the crisis and the immediate confirmation of the nominated ambassador is critical to enabling the U.S. to help broker peace. 

In regional news
Five men have been charged in connection with an attack by Somali Islamist gunmen on a university in north-east Kenya. 

The four Kenyans and one Tanzanian are charged with 162 counts of conspiring to commit "a terrorist act" at the Garissa University, in April. 

The suspects deny all charges, and are the first people to be charged in connection with the massacre.

Up to 148 students died in the attack. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again
· Concessions for peace: SPLM leadership willing to give up positions to end conflict – as opposition sheds doubt on Addis accord 

· Wau airport limits flights as repairs on airport runway take off

· Going green: Countries urged to use resources sustainably 

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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