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8  June 2015 
Good Afternoon its 1 o’clock I’m Suzan Dokolo 
The Headlines

· Consultations on next round of talks begin today - as warring parties battle for oil fields in Unity State 
· WBeG Governor briefs residents on security situation in Wau  
AND 

· Proposed environment law protects rare and endangered wildlife 

Consultations on the next round of peace talks begin today in Addis Ababa – Ethiopia. 
Lead government negotiator Nhial Deng Nhial left for Addis on Sunday along with government spokesperson Michael Makuei and deputy foreign affairs minister - also member of the delegation, Peter Bashir Bendi.  
They will consult with 3 representatives from the opposition delegation and IGAD mediators on the structure of the next round of talks.  
The mediators have proposed an IGAD-plus framework, involving 5 African Heads of state, the United Nations and the TROIKA nations of the United Kingdom, the United States and Norway. 
The government has however made it clear that it would reject any direct involvement of TROIKA in the negotiations.  
The consultations are expected to last two days.  
Meanwhile, fighting has been going on in Unity State, with both government and opposition forces claiming control of vital oil fields.  
Opposition spokesperson James Gadet Dak is quoted in sections of the media as saying they had seized the oil fields on Friday, in response to a government offensive against their positions.  
Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer confirms the fighting but says the opposition forces attacked SPLA bases and were eventually repulsed.  
Aguer says the army also captured a selection of equipment from the opposition forces during the clashes.  
The National Legislative Assembly has approved the appointment of Christina Henry Jada as Commissioner in the National Anti-Corruption commission.
Christina Henry Jada was appointed in a Presidential decree in March, to replace Justice Elisama Wani Daniel who tendered in his resignation in February this year.  
She received unanimous approval from the legislators this morning.  
Western Barh el Ghazal State Governor, Rizik Zakaria Hassan has briefed a gathering about the security situation in the state.  
Governor Rizik urged the consultative meeting of Wau residents to disassociate themselves from rebellion.  
His comments follow a recent attack on Bazia payam, a few kilometers south of Wau.  Rizik Zakaria made a rallying call for peace.  

Clip…………………………. Rizik Zakaria 1
“Caucus of Wau County has called you here for the right step, so that you prove yourselves innocent from current rebellion and built trust among you as citizens of one state. That is why I want everyone to disengage with rebellion. It is wau County that is at disadvantage, now that we have deployed army in Wau County, there will be no stability and they will not cultivate.”

The Governance cluster has been tasked with overseeing the implementation of recommendations drawn out during a recent consultative economic conference.  
The conference held in Juba in May, attracted the participation of experts from Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia - to brainstorm on ways of reviving the economy and absorbing the economic shocks. 
Cabinet adopted the resolutions last Friday and directed that the cluster look into ways of ensuring they are implemented.  
Cabinet Affairs Minister Elia Lomuro says the recommendations include cutting expenditures, adjusting taxes and making major critical economic reforms.
Clip………………………………..Lomuro economy 2
“The government governance cluster will form the mechanism for monitoring and evaluation of the process and progress of the implementation of those resolutions.  It is going to encompass the whole reform in the economic sector, covering serious steps and measures that may affect employment, and travel, we may have to remove taxes from food items and fuel, and expedite the establishment of the revenue authority.  It is very comprehensive and we are very pleased with ourselves for taking those steps.”
The Council in its sitting also resolved to re-introduce coins. The money will be minted and put into circulation in July.  This was after Central Bank Governor Korneilio Koriom Mayik presented a report suggesting that coins would normalize market prices and make it easier for people to afford commodities.  
The report also indicated that coins are more durable compared to paper money. Cabinet Affairs Minister Elia Lomuro said each region has been asked to submit logos that will be depicted on the coins. 

A proposed law on the environment puts in place stiff penalties for the killing of endangered species.  
The National Environment Bill 2015 proposes a life sentence for people who kill rare animals.  
Environment Minister Deng Deng Hoc says the bill is currently with the Ministry of Justice for scrutiny before it is presented to Cabinet and Parliament for legislation.  
Speaking at an event to mark world environment day on Friday, Deng Hoc said the penalties will protect endangered species which serve as a source of income for the country through tourism.  

Clip……….……….. Deng Deng Hoc bill 3
“Some of you may think we are too harsh the penalty of life sentence of life imprisonment is too harsh we are not being too harsh ,we are being very fair we you kill an elephant ,how many elephants are there in South Sudan, let us be serious ,let me ask you this question how many elephants are there, how many rhinos are there is we kill all of them ,what will be there effect, we will not have any elephants ,we will not have any rhinos and probably we will not have any giraffes and the general fact will be this country will not have any wildlife at all.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Authorities in Jonglei are planning a visit to the Greater Pibor Administrative Area, to discuss neighborly relations. 
State ministers are looking to meet with Pibor Chief Administrator David Yau Yau to talk about several cross border issues.  
Jonglei State Information Minister, Jodi Jonglei Boyoris says the trip will be in return to a visit made by Yau Yau last month. 

Clip…………… Jody Jonglei Boyoris 4
“The visit of Yau Yau last time will open the way for all of us to create good relations, we didn’t put timetable for this but we are actually waiting for UNMISS to provide the flight. Key issues, we will discuss something; security, economic relations and transport means”

Daid Yau Yau was in Bor three weeks ago to hand over 4 children who were abducted from Bor County in February last year.

In Unity State, the relocation of Internally Displaced Persons to a new and improved location at the UN protection of Civilian site in Bentiu is progressing well.  
A total of 63-thousand IDPs will be moved to an area of higher ground, less prone to flooding. 
The exercise started last week and is expected to last one month.  Numa Shams is the team leader of the UNMISS Relief, Reintegration and Protection office in Bentiu. 
He says nearly 4,000 individuals have received shelters and are making the move.  

Clip…………………Numa Shams 5
“The relocation and plot allocation process is, going very well.  So far 3,841 individuals belonging to 602 households have received their shelters.  We have a lot of new arrivals.  We receive arrivals every day, so the humanitarians and UNMISS have contingency plan for new arrivals and the community leaders have agreed to take in the new influx but we will try our best to have a manageable process with the help of the community leaders.”

We spoke with two IDPs who were happy with the new location.

Clip………………………….IDPs Bentiu 6
“In the old place before, all the surroundings were not OK – and there was no place for the children to play. Also the latrines were too near to us and we didn’t have a channel.  But now at the new site we have a channel and a new tukul so water does not enter inside.

“All the people are happy about the removal of the old camp to the new camp.  Now we have a road; each road has a block labeled 1 and 2 – and they are constructed well.  These will also help our health.”
In regional news, Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir has named a new cabinet, one month after winning the country’s Presidential elections.
The new government will comprise a total of 31 cabinet ministers with new appointments for the key dockets of Defence, Oil and Foreign Affairs.  

In addition President Bashir has also appointed governors for Sudan's 18 states in what he has vowed will be a "new page" for his country.
Speaking at his inauguration last week, the president said he wanted to repair ties with the West, tackle corruption and bring peace to the country.

Another priority is restoring Sudan's ailing economy.

And, two Russian pilots who were released from captivity in Darfur are being transferred to Khartoum on their way home.  
The two pilots were freed on Friday after being held hostage for 4 months by an unidentified group.  
The Russian foreign ministry says the employees of airline UTair, were in good health and had been freed as a result of co-operation between the ministry, Sudanese authorities and UNAMID, the U.N.-African Union peacekeeping mission in Darfur. 
They were seized at gunpoint when a UNAMID minibus had been blocked near the town of Zalingei, the capital of Central Darfur state, on January 29.

Onto sports, elections for the National Olympic committee will be held in Juba today.  The President of Sudan’s National Olympic committee Hashim Haroon is in Juba to observe the election process at the New Sudan hotel.  
The officials elected will be responsible for organizing team participation in the Olympic Games.  

And, in the ongoing Rwanda genocide sports memorial going on in Kigali, the National Football team – the Bright Star suffered a 2-nil defeat to the hosts in the opening match of the tournament.  
In other games, the national volleyball team – the Cobra were eliminated after losing two consecutive games at the hands of Uganda and hosts Rwanda.  
The Cobras managed a win over Burundi’s Muzinga club, but it was not enough to guarantee them a slot in the next round. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again
· Consultations on next round of talks begin today - as warring parties battle for oil fields in Unity State 
· WBeG Governor briefs residents on security situation in Wau  
AND 

· Proposed environment law protects rare and endangered wildlife 

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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