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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· Three killed in Maridi shooting incident

· Education Ministry proposes salary hike for university staff

· Fire burns Juba school dormitory, reduces students property to ashes 
Three people have been killed in a shooting incident in Maridi County, Western Equatoria State.  

Armed men opened fire in a cattle camp along the Maridi – Rumbek road, killing 3 civilians and 7 cows.  

Maridi County Executive Director John Akim says the shooting started last night and continued into the morning.  

Akim says the attackers are yet to be identified by security personnel. 

The Ministry of Education has presented a new salary structure for staff of public universities. 
The proposals presented to the National Legislative Assembly would see an increase in basic pay for both academic and non-academic staff, in accordance with proposals approved by the Council of Ministers in March this year. 

The Council also recommended a sum of more than 276 million pounds be allocated to public universities in the 2015-2016 budget.

The proposed structure has been forwarded to the house committees of education, labor and economy for scrutiny – and will be presented to the rest of the house for debate next week. 

Bol MaKweng, deputy minister of education made the presentation and explained that the new structure is designed to improve the conditions of lecturers and support staff.
Makweng: “You know the previous salary structure was heavily geared towards allowances. So allowances were 305%, whereas in a country like Kenya allowances would be like 34% or 35% for professor and assistant professor.  Now we are going to do that 305% to a lower level. When you reduce the level of allowances you raise the basic pay such that when the basic pay is big and no allowances, austerity measures will not interfere again with that basic pay. So it is fluctuating and this difficult to pin down in sense that austerity measure has cut a lot of this percentage.”

Academic staffs of four public universities were on an on-and-off strike this year, demanding payment of allowance arrears.
Still in Parliament, MPs have approved the appointment of Christina Henry Jada as Commissioner in the National Anti-Corruption Commission.

Christina Henry Jada was appointed in a Presidential decree in March to replace Justice Elisama Wani Daniel who tendered in his resignation in February this year.  

She received unanimous approval from the legislators this morning.  
Police are investigating a fire that burnt Juba Technical School over the weekend.  The fire engulfed four rooms of a boy’s dormitory, destroying property worth an estimated 250,000 pounds.  

The school’s head teacher, Samuel Koyongwa Amuzai, says the dorm was packed with 68 double decker beds, 25 cupboards and a generator. 

He says eyewitnesses report hearing two loud explosions before the rooms went up in flames.

Amuzai: “According to the eyewitness from the neighbouring people who are living on the other side of the building, they said there was an explosion and this also came for the second time. Then straight after that the flames got over the building, so the flames started seriously. So one of the neighbours who was at that time around knew that within the building there were some two people living as guards. So he thought of rushing to them to alert them of the situation.”  
The border between Warrap and Cueibet County in Lakes State has been closed after an attack on health workers by armed men.  

The men ambushed a convoy of medical workers contracted by the Italian medical charity group CCM, killing one and injuring two others. 

The medical workers were traveling from Tonj town to Manyangok Payam near the Cuiebet border when they were attacked last Friday.  

The robbers are reported to have made off with their salaries and personal belongings.  
Warrap Information Minister Paul Dhel Gum says closing the border is one of several measures being taken to curb insecurity. 

Gum: “The measures that we have taken so far; we are going to deploy police officers along the border and anybody that we will find moving along our common border with Cuiebet with a gun will be deemed to be an outlaw. And security forces have been directed to deal with such situations.  We are not going to tolerate any more people who claim to be civilians and are carrying arms, trying to kill civilians who do not have arms. That will not be tolerated anymore.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Thousands of people who fled their homes following recent unrest in Mundri West County in Western Equatoria State are camped in Lui payam. 

More than 5,000 displaced persons are sheltering in schools and hospitals, while others are scattered among the local population in the area.  

Lui Payam Administrator Festus Khamis says the IDPs are surviving on wild fruit, and are afraid to return to their homes.

Khamis: “We held a security meeting with police that there is no harm in letting those people go back to their homes. But those people are afraid that there is no UN around. If anything happens there, where they will run? That’s why up to now those IDPs still here. If it’s not that people are moving with guns those persons should have gone back because those who carry guns are the ones killing people.”
Western Bahr el Ghazal State Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan has briefed a gathering about the security situation in the state.  

Governor Rizik urged the consultative meeting of Wau residents to disassociate themselves from rebellion.  

His comments follow a recent attack on Bazia payam, a few kilometers south of Wau.  Rizik Zakaria made a rallying call for peace.  

Zakaria: “The Caucus of Wau County has called you here for the right step, so that you prove yourselves innocent from current rebellion and built trust among you as citizens of one state. That is why I want everyone to disengage with rebellion. It is Wau County that is at a disadvantage. Now that we have deployed the  army in Wau County, there will be no stability and they will not cultivate.”
Still in Western Bahr el Ghazal, students of medicine at the University of Western Bahr El Ghazal have held a cultural festival to promote unity among the different tribes of South Sudan.

The one-day festival held over the weekend was themed “unity and cultural diversity” and featured a fusion of dances and cultural exhibits from across the country.

Rose Ajak Costa, the university’s dean of medicine, describes the show as a depiction of a united South Sudan.  

Costa: “I was seeing the South Sudan we the South Sudanese would like to see. I saw the Dinka and Nuer dancing together, the Shilluk with the Moro dancing together, celebrating the joy of peace. So it was really a joyful day. I was seeing the unity of South Sudan in the students – how united they were, how they were expressing themselves as one people, although they were different. But they were seen to celebrate as a really united South Sudan. That was unity and diversity they were talking about.”

This was the first festival of its kind organized by the medical students. Joseph Khamis Raymond, the Secretary General for Students’ Affairs, says it was done to promote peaceful co-existence. 

Raymond: “Exactly wonderful, I don’t have the word to describe it. People never expected such a kind of thing can exist. And, of course, that is the mean motive of the college of medicine  -- to bring people together , to live together,  to appreciate each other, to celebrate different cultures. No culture is above the other culture. All cultures are unique and special.”
In regional news
The Eritrean government has been accused of committing systematic and gross human rights violations.  

A UN report pins the Eritrean government for extrajudicial killings, sexual slavery and enforced labour.  

The year-long investigation says the government may also have enforced a shoot-to-kill policy on its borders. 

The UN estimates that up to 5,000 Eritreans leave the country out of fear each month, although the government denies this and says they are economic migrants. 

President Isaias Afewerki has governed Eritrea for 22 years, and the country has never held elections since gaining independence from Ethiopia in 1993.
And in sports

The Minister of Sports is urging representatives of sports federations to put aside their self-interests as they elect members of the National Olympic Committee.  

The founding General Assembly meeting in Juba will adopt the statutes and the emblem for the National Olympic Committee, NOC, and conclude by electing the president and officials to various positions tomorrow. 

The officials elected will be responsible for organizing team participation in the Olympic Games.  Here is Minister Nadia Arop Dudi.

Dudi: “I would like to urge you all to put aside your differences if any, and rise to put the interest of our country. This will request us to pass our statutes and elect the most suitable candidates for various positions for our founding NOC, regardless of any other interests other than our country in general and advancement of our various sports federations or associations.”
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Three killed in Maridi shooting incident

· Education Ministry proposes salary hike for university staff 

· Fire burns Juba school dormitory, reduces students property to ashes 

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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