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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· Consultations on the next round of IGAD-mediated peace talks enter the second day

· SPLA Major held in connection with Mundri violence 
· Parliament introduces reward for exemplary MP performance 

The next round of IGAD-mediated peace talks may be moved to Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Today is the second day of consultations in Addis Ababa, to decide how to use the Arusha deal for the reunification of the government, opposition and the former detainees. 

This meeting is in the lead up to the next round of IGAD plus peace talks which will include Nigeria, Chad, Rwanda, Algeria and South Africa.

The opposition and the group of former detainees reportedly told Eye Radio that they had confirmation the talks would be moved to Johannesburg, South Africa, and could be held as soon as next week.

 However Minister for Information Michael Makuei says he is unaware of the arrangements. 

A senior SPLA soldier has been arrested in connection with the recent insecurity in Mundri, Western Equatoria.  

The major, whose name has not been disclosed, was in charge of the battalion that was on duty at the time the County Executive Director was killed.  

General Johnson Juma Okot, the division six commander based in Mundri, says a committee is carrying out investigations and anyone found guilty of inciting violence will be held responsible.  

Gen. Juma Okot says the County Commissioner has been directed to form a civilian committee that will conduct a separate investigation.

Okot: “You will start with the investigation and the commander who was leading the mission will tell you who was going with him that day. So the people will answer the investigation committee what happened when the incident occurred. Then if they are found guilty and convicted they will be organized by their ranges. The warrant of arrest will be issued against them because these are soldiers and they are going nowhere. So for us we had investigated the major and those who were with him are now under investigations. Also, the County Commissioner should form his committee because he was there with his … executive director, county police and wildlife directors. So when these two committees gather together they will be able to bring out the name of civilian culprits. Then the order for warrant of arrest could be issued.”  

At least 23 people, including the county executive director, eleven civilians and security personnel attached to the police, wildlife, and prison services died in the unrest.
Up to 5,000 people who fled their homes as a result of the Mundri unrest are surviving on wild fruit.  

The displaced persons are camped in schools and hospitals in Lui payam, while others are scattered among the local population in the area. 

Lui Payam Administrator Festus Khamis is urging the people to return to their homes. 
Still in Western Equatoria state, the army spokesperson says security organs have contained any instability in Maridi County after an explosion in a cattle camp killed a boy yesterday.
According to Col Phillip Aguer, the family of the boy then allegedly attacked the houses of a cattle owner in revenge. 

He added that security authorities will conduct a full investigation and hold the perpetrators to account. 

 Aguer: "What happened yesterday is that an armed unknown man has thrown a ticking time bomb in a cattle camp belonging to butchers in the area -- as a result, killing 8 cows. The cows’ owner as a revenge killed an innocent citizen. It turned out that he is a student, has nothing to do with the bomb and this is what angered the families of the dead student. And they burned the houses of cow owners. There was a random hit, but the army and the police were able to control the situation and there will be an investigation and after that we will be able to determine the circumstances of the incident."
The Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Government has refuted claims that both Achana and Nyinbuoli payams in Aweil West County have been captured by opposition forces. 

Speaking to the journalists yesterday, the Acting Caretaker Governor, Salva Chol Ayat, says opposition forces entered Achana on the 4th and Nyinbuoli on the 7th June with the aim of looting food from the local community but were intercepted by government forces and repelled 

Chol: “A platoon which was stationed there to observe the movement of these rebels because they are looking for food. So that platoon ambushed them and then they ran away. During the fighting one of the rebels was found dead and then one AK (?) got thrown away, 8 RPG shells and then about 7 magazines were also collected. And up to now, people are still chasing them in the bushes. The results will be clear as soon as the forces return back to their bases.” 
Ayat added that four prisoners of war are being kept at the Army 3rd Division Headquarters at Wunyik in Aweil East County.

A new award is being introduced for outstanding performance in the National Parliament. 

MPs who do not miss sittings and engage in constructive debate are eligible for the prize.  

Speaker Manasseh Magok Rundial does not disclose the nature of the award, but says it will be handed out at the end of every session.  

Rundial: “At the end of the session we will have to review our records. Any one or two people who will prove outstanding and have done a lot will receive a prize.  So try your level best, there should be competition in presentation and urgent matters, questioning and so forth, so that we will give a tip to anyone who will be outstanding.”
Just recently administrators in Parliament introduced a double registration system in a bid to deal with the rampant absenteeism in the house.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Still in Parliament, MPs are reviewing the salary structure for staff of all public universities.  

Deputy Education Minister Bol MaKweng presented proposals to the house on Monday, suggesting an increase in basic pay for academic and non-academic staff. 

The committees of education, labor and economy are scrutinizing the proposals and will report back to the house next week. 
MaKweng says the new structure is designed to improve the conditions of lecturers and support staff.
Makweng: “You know the previous salary structure was heavily geared towards allowances. So allowances were 305% whereas in a country like Kenya allowances would be like 34% or 35% for professor and assistant professor.  Now that we are going to do that 305% to a lower level. When you reduce the level of allowances you raise the basic pay such that when the basic pay is big and no allowances, austerity measures will not interfere again with that basic pay. So it is fluctuating and … difficult to pin down in the sense that austerity measures have cut a lot of this percentage.”

The Council of Ministers in March this year recommended a sum of more than 276 million pounds be allocated to public universities in the 2015-2016 budget.

Police are investigating a fire that burnt Juba Technical School on the weekend.  The fire engulfed four rooms of a boy’s dormitory, destroying property worth an estimated 250,000 pounds.  

The school’s head teacher, Samuel Koyongwa Amuzai, says the dorm was packed with 68 double decker beds, 25 cupboards and a generator. 

He says eyewitnesses report hearing two loud explosions before the rooms went up in flames.

Amuzai: “According to the eyewitness from the neighbouring people who are living on the other side of the building, they said there was an explosion and this also came for the second time. Then straight after that the flames got over the building, so the flames started seriously. So one of the neighbours who was at that time around knew that within the building there were some two people living as guards. So he thought of rushing to them to alert them of the situation.”
The border between Warrap and Cueibet County in Lakes State has been closed after an attack on health workers by armed men.  

The men ambushed a convoy of medical workers contracted by the Italian medical charity group CCM, killing one and injuring two others. 

The medical workers were traveling from Tonj town to Manyangok Payam  near the Cuiebet border when they were attacked last Friday.  

The robbers are reported to have made off with their salaries and personal belongings.  
Warrap Information Minister Paul Dhel Gum says closing the border is one of several measures being taken to curb insecurity. 

Gum: “The measures that we have taken so far; we are going to deploy police officers along the border and anybody that we find moving along our common border with Cuiebet with a gun will be deemed to be an outlaw. And security forces have been directed to deal with such situations. We are not going to tolerate any more people who claim to be civilians and are carrying arms, trying to kill civilians who do not have arms. That will not be tolerated anymore.”
And in sports
Representatives of sports federations have been urged to put aside their self-interests as they elect members of the National Olympic Committee.  

The founding General Assembly meeting in Juba will adopt the statutes and the emblem for the National Olympic Committee, NOC, and conclude by electing the president and officials to various positions today. 

The officials elected will be responsible for organizing team participation in the Olympic Games.  
Sports minister Nadia Arop Dudi says voting should be based on merit and capability. 
Dudi: “I would like to urge you all to put aside your differences, if any, and rise to put the interest of our country. This will request us to pass our statutes and elect the most suitable candidates for various positions for our founding NOC, regardless of any other interests other than our country in general and advancement of our various sports federations or associations.”
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Consultations on the next round of IGAD-mediated peace talks enter the second day

· SPLA major held in connection with Mundri violence

· Parliament introduces reward for exemplary MP performance 

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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