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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· MPs note irregularities in  issuance of letters of credit 

· Five killed and 17 homes burnt in Maridi shoot out 
· Civil society launches one month peace campaign ahead of Independence

Parliament has heard that there were no proper regulations in place for the issuing of letters of credit. 

The five committees on economy, defense, legislation, energy and public accounts investigated the manner in which the letters were being issued, after an urgent motion was raised recently, questioning the allocations. 

The committees presented their report to the Assembly this morning, noting there was no clear monitoring mechanism in place to follow up on companies contracted to deliver items.  

They also noted that there were no clear criteria to determine allocations.  

Goc Makuac Mayol is the chairperson of the economy committee in the assembly.  He read out the committees’ recommendations. 

Mayol: “The joint committees recommended the following: one, report with immediate effect the 2013 decision of the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning to hand over the business of individual allocation of LCs to the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning from the Central Bank; two, to direct the Central Bank to report to the August house on the performance and management of the LC system; and three, the National Audit Chamber is directed immediately to audit LCs upon the adoption of this report by the August house as from the year 2014 to 2015 and report to the August house within 60 days.”

Letters of Credit or LCs, are slips provided by the government authorizing companies to access dollars from commercial banks for the importation of essential commodities to address shortages on the market.
Five people are reported dead and 17 houses burnt following an attack on a cattle camp in Maridi, Western Equatoria. 

Security forces are currently carrying out an assessment to establish the damage caused in the disturbances that started Sunday night and went on till Monday morning. 

State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro told journalists in Yambio today that chaos was triggered when a hand grenade was thrown into the cattle camp, prompting the cattle keepers to respond with gunfire. 

Bakororo is urging security operatives to arrest the culprits and bring them to book. 

Bangasi: “This is only to ignite trouble in WES, but we hope that the army together with the police will do their best to arrest the situation and arrest the culprits and bring them to book . According to the preliminary information, there are five people who have died so far and few are wounded, but security operatives are still going around trying to collect the right information so that we have substantial information. But for the time being, five people are confirmed dead and 17 houses have been burnt.”


Earlier, army Spokesperson Col.Philip Aguer told Radio Miraya security organs have contained any instability in Maridi County.

He added that security authorities will conduct a full investigation and hold the perpetrators to account.   

Aguer: "What happened yesterday is that an armed unknown man has thrown a ticking time bomb in a cattle camp belonging to butchers in the area -- as a result, killing 8 cows. The cows’ owner as a revenge killed an innocent citizen. It turned out that he is a student, has nothing to do with the bomb and this is what angered the families of the dead student. And they burned the houses of cow owners. There was a random hit, but the army and the police were able to control the situation and there will be an investigation and after that we will be able to determine the circumstances of the incident."
The next round of IGAD-mediated peace talks may be moved to Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Today is the second day of consultations in Addis Ababa, to decide how to use the Arusha deal for the reunification of the government, opposition and the former detainees. 

This meeting is in the lead up to the next round of IGAD plus peace talks which will include Nigeria, Chad, Rwanda, Algeria and South Africa.

The opposition and the group of former detainees reportedly told Eye Radio that they had confirmation the talks would be moved to Johannesburg, South Africa, and could be held as soon as next week.

 However Minister for Information Michael Makuei says he is unaware of the arrangements. 

Meanwhile a one-month peace campaign has been launched in the run up to Independence. 

 The 9th June to 9th July campaign is a brainchild of the civil society group, the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO.   

CEPO Executive Director Edmund Yakani says the campaign will involve peace marches and a unified call by citizens for peace.  

Yakani: “The 9th of June until the 9th of July, which is our independence day; we want to dedicate these 30 days to call for peace. And beside that also we are looking at the AU summit which is going on in South Africa we need to influence. And we are seeing that there is consultation going on with IGAD  on the resumption of the peace process. We need to influence it by this peace campaign and also let us send messages to the friends, to the principles, of the warring parties that please give peace a chance. Don’t embark  on arms struggles as an option. This one will never help and nobody will win and this will worsen the situation as you have seen economically now. How we are facing the situation that we are in, where at the end of the day does not benefit anybody. There is only  benefit to those  who were behind the war and those who they are always far from the pain that is caused by the war on the citizens.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

The Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Government has refuted claims that both Achana and Nyinbuoli payams in Aweil West County have been captured by opposition forces. 

Speaking to the journalists yesterday, the Acting Caretaker Governor, Salva Chol Ayat, says opposition forces entered Achana on the 4th and Nyinbuoli on the 7th June with the aim of looting food from the local community but were intercepted by government forces and repelled 

Chol: “A platoon which was stationed there to observe the movement of these rebels because they are looking for food. So that platoon ambushed them and then they ran away. During the fighting one of the rebels was found dead and then one AK (?) got thrown away, 8 RPG shells and then about 7 magazines were also collected. And up to now, people are still chasing them in the bushes. The results will be clear as soon as the forces return back to their bases.” 
Ayat added that four prisoners of war are being kept at the Army 3rd Division Headquarters at Wunyik in Aweil East County.
In regional news
The United Nations Secretary-General, Ban Ki Moon, says the UN Mission in Darfur will remain in the country for another year.

Addressing the UN Security Council, he said the Sudan government had not fulfilled the criteria to justify a withdrawal.

The UN Mission in Darfur has faced increasing pressure from the Sudanese government since peacekeepers attempted to investigate a mass rape allegedly committed by army troops in Tabit, North Darfur.

Ban Ki-moon says there has been no tangible progress towards the resolution of the conflict in Darfur and the mission will continue its work until June 2016.

Elsewhere, Burundi's electoral commission has set 15 July as the new date for controversial presidential elections. 

The proposed date falls short of a call by regional leaders to delay the poll, originally slated for 26 June, by at least six weeks. 

The commission has proposed that parliamentary elections, originally scheduled for 5 June, also be held on the 26th.  

President Pierre Nkuruzinza needs to approve the new date before the elections can be held. 

The move is unlikely to satisfy government opponents who have held weeks of protests calling for Nkuruzinza to abandon his bid for a third term – calling it unlawful.
And in sports
Basketballer Lt General Wilson Deng Kuoirot has been confirmed President of the South Sudan National Olympic Committee.  

Deng Kuoirot went through uncontested in the elections earlier today, after contenders from the other federations withdrew their candidacy. 

In his acceptance speech, Deng Kuoirot said his first task will be to compile a dossier on national sporting activities and present it to the International Olympic Committee within 100 days.  

Other officials appointed to office include Juma Stephen Lugga, who comes on as First Vic- President, Andrea Abdella Dimbiti as Second Vice-President.  

Tong Chor Malek has been elected Secretary General, while Mohamed el Haj Baballa is treasurer.  

The elections attracted federations representing athletics, football, basketball, handball, taekwondo, Judo and table tennis sporting disciplines. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· MPs note irregularities in issuance of letters of credit

· Five killed and seventeen homes burnt in Maridi shoot out 

· Civil society launches one month peace campaign ahead of Independence 
And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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