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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· UK Ambassador says regional consensus needed to realize peace 
· Lakes State Speaker contests moves to unseat him from office
· Pibor County cut off by floods  

The new UK ambassador to South Sudan, Tim Morris, says the IGAD peace process must take into account regional and international consensus on solutions to end the conflict in the country.

In an exclusive interview on Radio Miraya this morning, Ambassador Morris said despite all foreign efforts, the will and push for peace starts with the leaders of South Sudan. 
Morris: “One of the significances about IGAD and the IGAD process is the regional context. Once you start taking away solutions from the region then … and if there is any attempt to impose, even if it is possible to try to impose them and the region themselves has not owned those solutions, then the chances of those solutions remaining are zero. So there really needs to be a consensus. I would argue that it is a consensus between the region, the African Union and the wider international community and I think that actually has held pretty well. But in the end what has to move is the will and the flexibility of the leaders themselves, that cannot in the end be dictated by the people outside the country.”

A coalition of 6 International non-governmental organizations has written to the United States government urging for additional sanctions for spoilers of peace.  

The NGOs say the recent increase in fighting and alleged human rights abuses are an indication that additional steps are needed to protect civilians.  

The groups say the U.S. administration should impose a new round of targeted sanctions, in addition to the four commanders who already face restrictions. 

The NGOs that penned the letter include the Enough Project, the American Jewish service, Humanity United, Human Rights Watch along with the National Association of Evangelicals and United to End genocide. 

The speaker of the Lakes State Legislative Assembly says he will not step down. 

The decision to unseat Baipath Majuec was reached yesterday after a two-day meeting of the SPLM party caucus in Rumbek.  

During the meeting a section of MPs accused Majuec of failing to manage house affairs and not following Parliamentary procedures. 

Yesterday, the embattled speaker had said he was ready to accept the decision, however speaking to Radio Miraya today, Baipath Majuec says he has rejected the decision.  

He explains why.

Majuec: “I totally reject the opinion of the caucus meeting asking me to resign because the honorable speakers who spoke were 14 for the speaker and 11 against him. Why did the chairman of the party go along with minority opinion? This I term it as something that has been cooked to blackmail me and some of the MPs.”

Heavy rain has cut off sections of the Greater Pibor Administrative Area.  

The rains have caused River Pibor to burst its banks, flooding surrounding areas.  
Pibor County Commissioner Nakure Keleka is asking the government and humanitarian agencies to provide them with boats to ease movement and enable the transportation of assistance to areas that have been cut off. 

Keleka says the situation has been made worse by water flowing from River Kengen that crosses through the county. 
A project to build 50 housing units for civil servants along the Juba-Yei road has stalled because of a lack of funding.  

The pilot project on a 70 square meter piece of land was launched in 2011 to address housing shortages for civil servants.  

The Minister of Housing, Land and Physical Infrastructure, Catherine Juan Benea, has told MPs of the National Legislative Assembly that construction was suspended because the government failed to pay the Chinese company that was contracted to handle the pilot project. 

Benea told the MPs that the contractor was paid only 14 million out of the total cost of 27 million pounds.

Joun: “The total contract value was approximately 27 million by then SSP. For instance, the contractor was signed on 11 August 2011 and the imported materials arrived in early October and the work commenced the same month the same year. But the first payment of the 20 percent which was about five million took five to six months to pay and was paid in bits. The first payment was 2.5 million in December then two 2.9 million in March 2012.”    

The Minister appeared before the Parliamentarians after MP Paul Youne Bonju representing Yei County questioned the progress of the project.
Bonju was concerned that the lack of accommodation for government officials was costing the government millions of pounds in hotel bills. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Up to 300 tons of food is expected to arrive in Western Bahr el-Ghazal, to address shortages in markets. 

State Minister of Commerce James Ernest Makuei says five trucks loaded with 6,000 bags of sugar and sorghum are expected in the state today (Thursday) and will be sold to the public at affordable prices.  

Ernest Makuei says the consignment is being brought in by ‘Just in Time’, a local company that was contracted and supplied with letters of credit to import the foodstuffs.

Onto Eastern Equatoria, where a new project aimed at improving service delivery at the grassroots has been launched in Kapoeta and Ikwotos counties.  

The Local Governance Service Delivery project or LOGOSEED seeks to engage the government, the private sector, and non-governmental organizations to set up community projects.  

The projects are identified by the community members and are funded by the World Bank and the Dutch government.  

Eastern Equatoria State Local Government Minister Lokai Iko Loteyo explains why Kapoeta and Ikwotos were selected.
Loteyo: “Indeed, we have eight counties and five administrative areas, but LOGOSEED itself as a project has its own criteria. They look at the population and the service delivered there.  So when they see that the county lacks some social services that could be one criteria. The service delivered will go directly to the people, the people will identify it. It could be water, health centres, whatever they think cold help them most. The life of the people will change and their lives will be transformed.”
The LOGOSEED project is also being implemented in Lakes, Warrap and Western Equatoria states.
In regional news
African leaders have signed an agreement to create Africa’s largest free-trade zone.  

The deal, signed in Egypt, is intended to ease the movement of goods across 26 countries.

The pact, known as the Tripartite Free Trade Area, encompasses the three existing trade blocs - the Southern African Development Community (SADC); the East African Community (EAC) and the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA).

The single zone is expected to be officially unveiled at the upcoming summit of the African Union this weekend in South Africa.
And the United States government has pledged 45 million US dollars to assist thousands of refugees at the Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya.  

The camp in northeastern Kenya hosts up to 600,000 refugees, mainly from Somalia and South Sudan. 

The Kenya government had threatened to dismantle the Dadaab camp complex located near the border with Somalia on suspicion that al-Shabab militants were using it as a training base.   

The United States opposes the closure over concerns that the refugees would be forced to return to dangerous conditions.  

The United Nations set up the first camps at Dadaab in 1991.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· UK Ambassador says regional consensus needed to realize peace 

· Lakes State Speaker contests moves to unseat him from office 

· Pibor County cut off by floods  

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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