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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· Maridi Community calls for eviction of pastoralists

· WBeG state governor orders ‘shoot on sight’ policy for criminal suspects 
· Central Equatoria State Islamic Council to provide free meals during Ramadhan

The Maridi community in Juba is calling for the full implementation of a Presidential order evicting all pastoralists from the Equatoria region.  

The community held a press conference today to condemn a shooting incident in Maridi that resulted in the death of up to five people in a cattle camp earlier this week.  

Chairperson of the Maridi Community Association Aburahoma Saleh says the cattle keepers took the law into their hands and killed innocent civilians. Saleh read out their demands. 
Saleh: “There should be no incursion/intrusion of civilians with guns to Western Equatoria in general but Maridi County in particular. The National Army in Maridi should respect the constitution and provide protection to all citizens of South Sudan without bias towards ethnicity. We call for immediate humanitarian support for the people affected by the recent incident.”

Saleh says the situation is now calm, but says people are still afraid to return to their homes.  

Saleh: “The situation is calm and normal but the problem is our communities are still fearing. They are still in the bushes because when they started burning the houses, they started shooting randomly, people escaped. They took refuge in the all bushes around Maridi but what is happening now is that the government is trying by all means, at least through microphones, to call people that they should came back to their houses because the situation is normal.”

The Western Equatoria state government reported that five people were killed and 17 houses were burnt following an attack on a cattle camp in Maridi County last Sunday.
Western Bahr el-Ghazal State Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan has directed security patrol teams in Wau to shoot suspected criminals on sight.  

Rizik says the drastic security measures are being introduced, to deal with rising cases of crime and insecurity.  

The Governor says other measures are being introduced to secure the state capital.  
Rizik: “From today we want to secure Wau in five sectors. Every sector has an independent commander. We will provide them with vehicles for movement. We do not want to hear that armed criminals came, looted and ran. Shoot for us someone down so as to know that he is a thief. If we do not find someone down, it means you (the security personnel) are the thief. Because we cannot have patrols in the house and thieves are coming. So either you are a thief or there should be no thief. We want you to secure the town. Every soldier here has a family in Wau. If we secure Wau we have secured our family.”
Still in Western Bahr el-Ghazal, Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan has directed the state Ministry of Commerce to handle the distribution of a consignment of food brought into the state.  

Ten thousand bags of sugar and maize flour arrived this afternoon to address market shortages.  

The Governor says the ministry of commerce should channel the food through co-operatives for sale to the public at affordable prices.

Zakaria: “We have obliged the company of Just-in-Time to bring us supplies from the ten trucks. Five are now in front of us. Every truck is carrying 50 tons -- that is 1,000 bags. Cooperatives will distribute them to ministries, payams, and different cooperatives. Like this we would have addressed the need of the citizens. There should be centers of distribution. Identify your centers in coordination with the Chamber of Commerce. This quantity if managed well will take us to the end of rainy season.”
A move to unseat the speaker of the Lakes State Legislative Assembly has taken a new twist. 

Baipath Majuec on Wednesday said he had accepted the decision reached the SPLM party caucus, but now says he has rejected the decision and will not step down. 

Our Lakes State reporter Mageng Wade Deng is in Rumbek and has more

Mageng’s Report: 
MPs of the Lakes State SPLM party caucus on Wednesday called on Baipath Majuec to step down, accusing him of failing to manage house affairs and not following Parliamentary procedures. After a two-day meeting of the party caucus Daniel Awet Akot, the caucus chairperson, said the move was necessary to bring harmony between the executive and the Legislative Assembly. The embattled speaker accepted the forced resignation but a few hours later said he is not satisfied and will challenge the decision. 
Majuec: “I totally reject the opinion of the caucus meeting because the honorable MPs who spoke were 14 for the speaker and 11 against him. Why did the chairman of the party go along with the minority opinion? I will say it again and again that I am not going to resign because of this un-procedural action.”  
Majuec brands the decision as a ‘conspiracy’ by the executive against him.
Majuec: “This, I term it as something that has been cooked to blackmail me and some of the MPs. I am accusing some members of the executive, at the top the governor. And what they want to achieve after removing me is to bring somebody who will not be following the regulations of the assembly, but because I am very strict with regulations of the assembly this is why some of these people are against me.”
Earlier the secretary of the SPLM party in the state, Mabor Ater Dhuol, said Majuec did not have leadership skills and was a source of disunity in the house. 
Dhuol: “First of all, the assembly functions for three months and after three months they take a recess, unfortunately for 90 days. There was no seating conducted in the state assembly. This is an indication that there was no leadership capacity. We have also identified that most of the members have been given permission to stay in Juba for an unlimited time. “ 
The stalemate has forced business to come to a standstill in the house. The legislators are now huddled in groups, many of them trying to mobilize support for the embattled speaker.
I am Mageng Wade Deng in Rumbek, Lakes State. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Authorities in Yei River County, Central Equatoria say the public should not be alarmed by extra security measures being introduced in the county.  

There was panic among the communities on Wednesday evening when residents noted an increased deployment of night patrols. 

Yei River County Commissioner Bidali Cosmas says the deployments are in response to an increase in night burglaries. Cosmas says the general security situation is stable. 

Cosmas: “We are here to explain to the citizens that in Yei the security situation is normal. What ever happened is a routine patrol which is part and parcel of the activities of the security forces. The intention, as I say, is to look after these thieves that for the last few days have been breaking into people’s houses. So we are appealing to the general public of Yei and their people, wherever their people are, and whoever wants to come to Yei, the security situation is normal and therefore each and every one of them is to get back to places of work and resume work as usual.”
Staying in Central Equatoria, the State Islamic Council has identified 30 prayer centers that will provide free breakfast to Muslims during the fasting period.  The holy month of Ramadan for Muslims across the world is expected to start next Wednesday.  

Jaafer Karim Jumaa is the chairman of the High Committee for the month of Ramadan in Central Equatoria. 

Jumaa says the State Council will also provide food for inmates and hospital patients.  

Jumaa: “We have selected 33 mosques all over the state -- 17 in Juba and 18 in the rest of the counties of Central Equatoria. These centers will have 130 volunteers, and we have programmes for Ramadan, including da’wa and Eid prayers and we will also have convoys to the counties, lectures, offerings and so forth.”
In regional news
A military campaign to end armed rebellion in Darfur has caused a new wave of displacement. 

Humanitarian organizations say the campaign conducted by Sudan’s government has displaced at least 78,000 people this year, while the U.N. has unverified reports of up to 130,000 displacements. 

This was contained in a report presented to the UN Security Council this week on the operations of the African Union-UN Hybrid Operation in Darfur, UNAMID.  

UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Representative, Abiodun Oluremi Bashua says the report highlights violence and displacements mainly due to tribal clashes and attacks by rebels. 

Bashua: “We also focus in that report on the level of displacement we have seen in the last six months in Darfur, which is caused largely by inter-tribal clashes as well as fighting between government and armed movements. We also reported in the current report about the ongoing inter-communal clashes. And we had as recently as three weeks ago a fight between the Mali and the Reizigat in Abukarinka, which displaced, according to the Sudanese Humanitarian Aid Commission, in one day of fighting 24,500 people.”

To end the news, here are the headlines once again
· Maridi community calls for eviction of pastoralists 
· WBeG state Governor orders ‘shoot on sight’ policy for criminal suspects 
· Central Equatoria State Islamic Council to provide free meals during Ramadhan
And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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