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12  June 2015 
Good afternoon its 1 o’clock I’m David Lukan
The Headlines

· Lawyers scrutinize National Security Act 
· More than 120 million children involved in child labor globally
AND 

· WFP cuts food rations for South Sudanese refugees in Kenya 
The South Sudan Law Society and the Civil Society are embarking on an analysis of the National Security Act.  
The lawyers and civil activists are examining the content and manner in which the act was legislated. 
Farouk Ismail Ukach, the director for constitution and governance in the law society says the analysis is meant to highlight areas that may not conform to the National constitution and International human rights conventions.

Clip………… Farouk Ismail Ukach 1
“We analyze the act we are presenting it to our civil society constituencies with some of the MPS ,the human rights commission the ministry of justice to show them that this bill ,act now we cannot do much about it but just to initiate an advocacy strategy that in future the parliamentarians can initiate some amendments  they can give in a debate under amendments or motion around the sections that we think is not in conformity with the international human rights instruments and then the constitution of the republic of South Sudan.”

The security bill, which is now law, raised concern among National and International observers over fears that it gives the national security service excessive powers, including the right to arrest without a warrant.

A new report says more than 120 million children under the age of 14 are involved in child labor globally. 
The International Labour Organization, the ILO says the practice is rooted in poverty and lack of decent work for adults, lack of social protection, and a failure to ensure that all children are attending school. The release of the ILO report coincides with the World Day Against Child Labour – which falls today Friday 12th June. 
 Patrick Quinn, ILO’s chief technical advisor on the elimination of child labour says the focus of this year’s celebrations is the importance of quality education as a key step in tackling child labour.

Clip…………………….. Patrick Quinn 2
“The number we are highlighting this year is that there are 120 million children below the age of 14 who are still involved in child labour.  Most of these children have no access to school or are trying to combine school with work but often to the detriment of education and they end up dropping out of school.  The new sustainable development goals being established in September this year are likely to include new targets on the elimination of child labour by 2025 and for all children up to the age of 14, 15 to be in school by the end of 2030, so the two targets are linked.  If the International community does not achieve the targets on child labour, it will not achiev the targets on education.”

The Governor of Western Barh el-Ghazal has explained a recent directive for security personnel to shoot suspected criminals on sight.  
Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan gave the order while addressing a gathering of security forces on Wednesday. 
The Governor says this is to deal with increasing robberies and establish whether the security forces are behind the robberies.  

Clip…………………………Rizik new 3
“Of recent, let me say within the last week there was a lot of sequence of armed robberies and when you ask the night patrol team they say these are unknown gunmen, robbers and criminals.  My point to them is they are they very people who are assigned to take hold of security of the area during the night, so who else would come and loot and fire.  I even went as far as accusing them – either they are the thieves or they are cooperating with them. That is why I commanded them if you are not the ones who are committing these crimes, and we want to find out who the thieves are – bring them down.”
Authorities in Yei River County, of Central Equatoria say the public should not be alarmed by extra security measures being introduced in the county.  
There was panic among the communities on Wednesday evening when residents noted increased deployment of night patrols.
Yei river county commissioner, Bidali Cosmas says the deployments are in response to an escalation in cases of night robberies.
Cosmas says the general security situation in the county is stable.  

Clip…………………….. Bidali Cosmas 4
“We are here to explain to the citizens that in Yei the security situation is normal ,what every happened is a routine patrol which is part and parcel of the activities of the security forces ,the intension as I say is to look after these thieve that for the last few days have been breaking into people’s houses .So we are appealing to the general public of Yei and their people wherever there people are and whoever wants to come to Yei the security situation is normal and therefore each and every one of them is to get back to place of work and resume work as usual.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The World Food Program is cutting food rations for nearly half a million refugees living in camps in northern Kenya.  
The WFP says a shortfall in donor funding, has forced them to reduce supplies in Dadaab and Kakuma camps by 30 percent.  
The two camps host mainly South Sudanese and Somali refugees fleeing conflict and suffering in their countries.  
WFP's Public Information Officer in Nairobi, Challiss McDonough says the cuts start Monday and will remain in place till additional funding is secured. 

Clip……………… Challiss McDonough 5
“We do hope that it is temporary, we are working very hard to try to mobilize the resources that we need but we do have a funding shortfall of about $40mln.  It costs us about just under $10 mln per month to meet the food needs of the half a million refugees that’s about $19 dollars per refugee per month.  The situation for many of these refugees is very fragile, many fled South Sudan very recently they fled Somalia during the drought crisis they have suffered malnutrition and a lot of trauma. I think it is particularly important that the international community sends a message that we haven’t forgotten them.”

This is the second time in six months that the UN agency has had to reduce refugees' daily food intake to below minimum recommended levels. 

Similar action was taken in November, and supplies were restored shortly afterwards. 

The Maridi community in Juba is calling for the full implementation of a Presidential order evicting all pastoralists from the Equatoria region.  
This comes after 5 people were killed and 17 houses burnt following an attack on a cattle camp in Maridi town, Western Equatoria early this week.  

Reading out their concerns, the chairperson of the Maridi Community Association, Aburahoma Saleh says restrictions should be enforced barring armed pastoralists from entering the county. 
Saleh says the situation is now calm, but says people are still afraid to return to their homes.  
Clip…………… Aburahoma Saleh-Situation 6
“The situation is calm and normal but the problem is our communities are still fearing, they are still in the bushes because when they start burning the houses ,they start shooting randomly people escaped they took refuge in the all bushes around Maridi but what is happening now is that the government is trying by all means at least through microphones to call people that they should came back to their houses because the situation is normal.”

In the run up to World Blood Donor day on Tuesday, the National Blood Bank has dispatched teams to collect blood from volunteers in the communities. 
The teams at the various locations in Juba are also sensitizing the public on the importance of donating blood. 
Akon Peter is a lab technician manning a donor center at the World Relief Organization.  

Clip…………………Akon Peter 7
“So far we have had about thirteen donors, we had a few donors who wanted to donate but we had to turn them away because they could not fit the screening process, high blood pressure or they had very small veins that couldn’t bleed well.  But yes, the turn out so far is building up, we hope to educate south Sudanese citizens in learning more about blood donations and the importance of donating blood, so we have a high demand of blood but we don’t have the capacity, we don’t have the people who are actually willing to donate, and the major issues is educating our donors, or our South Sudanese that donating blood is actually healthy for you and you are saving life.” 

In regional news, Uganda’s Lord’s Resistance Army rebels, the LRA, continue to pose a threat to regional security particularly to populations in the Central African Republic and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
A report from the United Nations says the security situation in Central Africa remains worrying, plagued by cross-border criminal activities including the illicit trade in wildlife used to support the activities of armed groups such as the LRA and the Boko Haram.  
Abdoulaye Bathily is Head of the UN Office for Central Africa -UNOCA.  He made the revelations while updating the Security Council on threats to peace and security in the Central African region. 

Clip………………………………… Abdoulaye Bathily 8
"Central Africa entered an electoral cycle ending in 2018. Political tensions in the run-up to elections are on the rise in some countries. Issues related to amending constitutional term limits are dividing electorates. Violent confrontations have led to the loss of lives in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi. Social grievances are percolating, exacerbated by the economic contraction in the sub-region’s many oil-producing States."

And in sports, the National football team – the Bright Stars, is in Mali ahead of their 2017 Africa Cup of Nations qualifier game.  
The team takes on hosts Mali tomorrow (Saturday) in the Capital Bamako.  
This will be the second attempt by the Bright Stars to reach the African competition, after falling 5-nil on aggregate to Mozambique in the first round of the previous qualifying campaign. 
The South Sudanese side has been drawn against Mali, Equatorial Guinea and Benin in the Group C qualifying round. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again
· Lawyers scrutinize National Security Act 
· More than 120 million children involved in child labor globally
AND 

· WFP cuts food rations for South Sudanese refugees in Kenya 

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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