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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· President Bashir’s ICC indictment in the spotlight of the AU summit in South Africa

· Government rejects power sharing proposals as country marks 18 months since the start of the conflict
· Civil society activist goes missing in Mundri

South Africa’s High Court is right now deciding whether to hand Sudan’s President Omar al Bashir over to the International Criminal Court for trial.  

The court issued an interim order yesterday, preventing Bashir from leaving South Africa where he is attending an African Union heads of state summit. 

This was after a South African human rights group filed an urgent application to the court asking that the government honor an arrest warrant issued by the ICC in 2009 on charges of war crimes and genocide related to the fighting in Darfur.  

The Southern African Litigation Centre says as signatories to the ICC Rome Statute, the South African government has an obligation to hand President Bashir over to The Hague.  

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon says the ICC warrant must be implemented.

The Khartoum government has however played down the application for Bashir’s arrest.  Government officials are quoted as saying President Bashir will leave South Africa at the end of the summit today (Monday) as scheduled. 

Today marks 18 months since the start of the conflict. After on and off negotiations, there is still no agreement.  

Last week the government rejected a power-sharing arrangement proposed by IGAD mediators.  

The arrangement presented to both negotiating teams during consultations in Addis Ababa last week, gives the government 53 percent of power and the opposition 43 percent with the remaining 14 going to political parties.  

The President’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny says the proposal is not acceptable.

Wek: ‘No, no, no, the government has not agreed to this. This is nonsensical. They had proposed that the government should have 53% and the rebels 43% and the rest of the 14% will be given to other political parties, of which the government has reservations to this.  The other contentious issue is the three states of Upper Nile, Jonglei and Unity, of which the IGAD wanted the SPLM-I-O to have 53% which we have seen as an attempt to divide South Sudan because those rebels do not control those areas. So why would IGAD want them to have 53%. The document was presented as ‘take it or leave it’ and we will leave it.”
President Salva Kiir is in South Africa for the AU heads of state summit.  The President is expected to meet with opposition leader Riek Machar on the sidelines to discuss the crisis and proposals presented by IGAD mediators.  

African leaders have been gathered in Johannesburg since Saturday for the 25th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Heads of State and Government. 

The AU Peace and Security Council is scheduled to meet in July to consider an AU commission report on human rights violations committed during the South Sudan conflict.  

The Council has released a communique saying the ministerial-meeting will deliberate the recommendations drawn out by the commission. 

The release of the report was deferred in January, over fears that it could jeopardize the peace process.

It was compiled by an AU commission of enquiry chaired by former Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo - established shortly after the start of the conflict in December 2013.
Staying with the AU summit, court in South Africa has issued an interim order preventing Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir from leaving South Africa, where he is attending the African Union Heads of State summit.  

The court says President Bashir must stay until it rules on Monday on whether he should be handed over to the International Criminal Court, the ICC. 

This was after a South African human rights group filed an urgent application to the court asking that the government to honour an arrest warrant issued by the ICC in 2009 on charges of war crimes and genocide related to the fighting in the Sudanese conflict region of Darfur.  

The South African Litigation Centre says as signatories to the ICC Rome Statute, the South African government has an obligation to hand President Bashir over to The Hague. 

The official theme of the AU summit in South Africa is ‘women's empowerment and development.’ 
Speaking at a press conference in Johannesburg, Oscar-winning actress, who is also a U.N. special envoy on refugee issues, Angelina Jolie, spoke about rape as a weapon of warfare.  Angelina Jolie pleaded with African representatives to support women’s rights.
Jolie: “Women and girls are bearing the brunt of extremists that revel in treating them barbarically. The crucial test will be whether these commitments are implemented and lead to change on the ground.  So if I may, I would appeal to you and I am pleading with you as leaders to live up to these commitments and go beyond them.  You can change your societies for the better. You can make protecting and empowering women the priority that it has to be.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Civil society is appealing for the safe return of a humanitarian worker who disappeared during the recent clashes in Mundri, Western Equatoria. 

Trini Jikaba Trini went missing two weeks ago as he helped people flee insecure areas.  

Trini is the Executive Director of Lacha Community and Economic Development Organization, a national humanitarian organization involved in farming and selling produce to international humanitarian agencies.  

Edmund Yakanni, Director of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO, says Trini was picked up by military personnel who mistook him for being politically involved in the skirmishes. 

Yakani: “The information we have is that he is under military detention.  One of the reasons we are getting about him, is that during the crisis in Mundri he was involved in helping women and children by lifting them from location of risk to location of safety and I think that was badly reported by other people who are not friends of peace and stability. And they reported that he may have contributed in instigating the violence.  But we know him he is a very principled person. We don’t think he would reach that level. If he did reach that level at least the law takes its course and not in an arbitrary manner.” 

The civil society group says it will elevate its appeal to the State government and National Parliament.
The commissioner of Twic County in Warrap state has been dismissed from office.  
Biar Biar Ring was relieved in a decree issued by State Governor Nyandeng Malek Delic.  

In May, the Warrap State Legislative Assembly adopted a resolution calling for Biar Ring’s dismissal over accusations of financial malpractice, an unclear internal border demarcation exercise and harassment of chiefs. 

The county commissioner was also accused of unlawfully collecting bulls from residents of Twic, charges which he strongly denies.  

Authorities in Western Equatoria have adopted a set of five resolutions, in response to recent disturbances in Maridi. 
The resolutions were drawn out after a series of meetings between government authorities, security personnel and community representatives. 
Western Equatoria State Deputy Governor Sapana Abui says the resolutions call for the full implementation of a Presidential decree ordering the closure of cattle camps in Maridi.

Abui: “The first resolution is the formation of a committee to investigate the causes of the incident. The second is the full implementation of the presidential decree for evacuation of all cattle camps from Maridi and Western Equatoria at large. Third, members of the organized forces must disassociate themselves from cattle and community conflict.  Number four, no civilian is allowed to carry guns or wear any type of uniform.  The last is that everybody should return to their homes with no harassment from any group or members of the security organs.”

Eight people were killed and several homes burnt last week in clashes between cattle keepers and the local population.  

Onto Lakes State, where a trader has been killed in a shootout by unknown gunmen.  

The attackers raided Rumbek town on Saturday night, forcing traders to open their shops. The trader was killed when he refused to open his shop.  

An eye witness told Radio Miraya that two other traders were kidnapped but released after they reportedly paid ransom to their captors.

Rumbek: “Lakes State Acting Police Commissioner Azuma Mangar says the police will readjust security patrolling in the main market so that properties and lives of traders will not be put at danger by the suspected criminals.

Mangar: “What happened, it was a gang of criminals who came in the main market and they tried to loot the properties of traders, which resulted in the killing of one of the traders from Darfur. We condemn such activities very seriously and we are trying now to adjust the loopholes that led to that incident to happen.  We have increased patrolling during the night in the market so that security returns to normal.”
Authorities in Jonglei are warning that there is an increased risk of hunger as farmers miss the start of the cultivation season. 

The State ministry of agriculture attributes this to the late distribution of agricultural tools and seeds.  

The senior inspector for Agriculture in Bor County, John Ateny, says cultivation in many areas has also started late, because people who fled the insecurity are just returning to their homes. 

Ateny: “There is no sign of cultivation in the payams there. The returnees are just coming in a few months ago and they are just preparing their lands. There is a challenge ahead of us. Number two, the NGOs, the majority of them, distribute seeds and tools late. Starting from Pakwau, Makuach and Anyid Boma, Abyidi Baida, and there is one group in Mareng, that is where you get people and they are cultivating there. 

Displaced Persons living at the UN Protection of Civilians site in Malakal, Upper Nile State, are appealing for more protection.  
The civilian site in Malakal accommodates just over 30,000 displaced persons.  
The chairman of IDPs’ Peace and Security Council, Mathew Choul, is making the appeal to both the United Nations and the state government.

On her part, the UNMISS State coordinator in Upper Nile, Deborah Schein, says the UN Mission is doing its best to provide security and safety for the IDPs. 

And in sports
The national football team suffered a 2-nil defeat to Mali in their opening 2017 African Cup of Nations qualifier in Bamako over the weekend. 

Both goals were secured in the first half of the game, moving the hosts to the top of Group C which also includes Equatorial Guinea and Benin. 

The return leg is scheduled for September.  

The Bright Stars are yet to taste victory since their first official outing in July 2012.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.

· President Bashir’s ICC indictment in the spotlight of the AU summit in South Africa 

· Government rejects power-sharing proposals as country marks 18 months since the start of the conflict

· Civil society activist goes missing in Mundri

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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