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15 June 2015 
Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· President Omar al-Bashir leaves South Africa, escapes possible arrest 
· Mundri-based humanitarian worker goes missing 
· Eight arrested in Western Bahr El-Ghazal security crackdown 
Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir has left South Africa, just as the country’s High Court was due to decide whether he should be handed over to the International Criminal Court for war crimes and genocide. 

Local media reports sighting a Sudanese plane leaving Waterkloof Air Force Base near the capital Pretoria at around one o’clock this afternoon. 

The court issued an interim order yesterday, preventing Bashir from leaving South Africa after a South African Human Rights group filed an application to the court asking that the government honor the arrest warrant issued by the ICC in 2009.  

The Southern African Litigation Centre says as signatories to the ICC Rome Statute, the South African government has an obligation to hand President Bashir over to The Hague.  

Human Rights Watch says a clear message has been sent to President Bashir that he is not safe from arrest.  

The human rights watchdog says if President Bashir has actually left the country, South Africa would have disregarded its international and legal obligations as a signatory to the Rome statute.  

Civil society is appealing for the safe return of a humanitarian worker who disappeared after the recent clashes in Mundri, Western Equatoria. 

Driuni Jakani went missing two weeks ago as he helped people flee insecure areas.  

Driuni is the Executive Director of Lacha Community and Economic Development Organisation, a national humanitarian organization involved in farming and selling produce to International humanitarian agencies.  

Edmund Yakani, Director of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organisation  (CEPO) says Driuni was picked up by military personnel who mistook him for being politically involved in the skirmishes. 

Edmund Yakani: “The information we have is that he is under military detention.  One of the reasons we are getting about him, is that during the crisis in Mundri he was involved in helping women and children by lifting them from location of risk to location of safety and I think that was badly reported by other people who are not friends of peace and stability; and they reported that he may have contributed in instigating the violence.  But we know him he is a very principled person, we don’t think he would reach that level - if he did reach that level at least the law take its course and not in an arbitrary manner.” 

The Civil society group says it will elevate its appeal to the State government and National Parliament.

Speaking on the peace process, the CEPO Executive Director says the power arrangement proposed by the IGAD mediators should not be used as an opportunity to drag the negotiations.  

Edmund Yakani says the draft proposals should be reviewed through genuine discussions. 

Edmund Yakani: “We are appealing to the diplomatic missions to report back to the head capitals in their states to ensure that the citizens of South Sudan were a bit not happy with the draft proposal of IGAD so their  member state should think of reviewing this and improve on it so that it can open a room, but we don’t want them to take this as an opportunity to dragging the resumption of the peace, the peace talks must resume as soon as possible if we can achieve permanent ceasefire it will be much better because we are losing lives several ways whether by the guns or hunger.”
Last week the government rejected a power sharing arrangement proposed by IGAD mediators.  

The arrangement presented to both negotiating teams during consultations in Addis Ababa last week, gives the government 53 percent of power and the opposition 43 percent with the remaining 14 going to political parties.  

The African Union (AU) Peace and Security Council is scheduled to meet in July to consider an AU commission report on Human Rights violations committed during the South Sudan conflict.  

The Council has released a communique saying the ministerial-meeting will deliberate the recommendations drawn out by the commission. 

The release of the report was deferred in January, over fears that it could jeopardize the peace process.

It was compiled by an AU commission of enquiry chaired by former Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo - established shortly after the start of the conflict in December 2013.
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Authorities in Western Bahr el-Ghazal have arrested eight people linked to insecurity in the state. 

The suspects, including a 12-year-old boy, were apprehended in a security operation in Namatina, south of Wau town. 

Governor Rizik Zakaria later directed that the 12-year-old be handed back to his family.  Gen. David Manyok, the Division five Commander explains how the suspects were intercepted. 

David Manyok: “They were on their way to join rebellion, when they suddenly founded that there was forces in Namatina unexpectedly. They found themselves in the place which was not theirs. Investigations are underway with them; security situation in the state is stable. I urged our citizens to avoid the way they are taking because this will destroy the country; it has no benefit, if we have differences as Southerners let us resolve it on the table but not with arms.”
The arrests were made days after Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan directed security operatives to step up vigilance following an increase in reports of crime and insecurity.

Still in Western Bahr el Ghazal, preparations are in place to commemorate the Day of the African Child, tomorrow – Tuesday.  

The International Day of the African Child is a day set aside by the Organisation of African Unity in honor of hundreds of students who participated in a 1976 Soweto Uprising in South Africa.  

Hundreds of students were shot as they held a protest demanding to be taught in their native languages.  

The Director of Child Welfare in the Western Bahr el Ghazal State ministry of Gender, Child and Social Welfare, Arkangelo Amato, says the day will be observed with a series of activities at Wau Youth Center.  

Arkangelo Amato: “Preparation has been completed for the celebration that will be at youth center, there will be a lot of activities, songs from children, there will be drama, children will present drawings and there will be a lot of talents from children in WBGS. Among the achievements, incidences of babies being thrown away now we don’t have. Children affected by war in other states, we used to accommodate them and offer them small services,  also children who were not able to get chance of education, we were able to contribute so that they get chance of education.”
The commissioner of Twic County in Warrap State has been dismissed from office.  
Biar Biar Ring was relieved in a decree issued by State governor Nyandeng Malek Delic.  

In May, the Warrap State legislative assembly adopted a resolution calling for Biar Ring’s dismissal over accusations of financial malpractice, an unclear internal border demarcation exercise and harassment of chiefs. 

The county commissioner was also accused of unlawfully collecting bulls from residents of Twic; charges which he strongly denies.  

Still in Warrap, a decision has been reached to lift the suspension of senior three students of Kuajok National secondary school.  

The students were suspended last month for staging a violent strike protesting a switch to the South Sudan school syllabus and demanding to continue under the Comboni College Khartoum (CCK) syllabus of Sudan. 

The Parents Teachers Association met with officials from the State Education Ministry over the weekend and resolved that the students who accept the new curriculum be allowed to return to school with effect from today – Monday.

The school’s principal Mayen Mayen Jongkoor Wol says more than 70 senior three students have resumed classes after signing letters of commitment. 

Mayen Jongkoor Wol: “Yes we heard their views – they heard the Minister of Education’s views and then parents’ views. At the end, they were told that this is the policy of the country … So please whoever (wants) to go back, you go back and sign commitment form with your parents. If you don’t want, you can go wherever you want to go and sit CCK whatever you want. This morning when we came we had almost 70 students out of 317. We have couple of them who came asking for the transfer and we have given it to them.”

Construction of a new airstrip in Torit, in Eastern Equatoria is nearly completed. The two and a half kilometer stretch is being constructed by the local company, Small South Sudan - at a cost of 60 million pounds. 
The State Minister for Physical Infrastructure, Hassan Orobano, says the state government is relocating the strip away from a heavily populated residential area to a more strategic location.  
Orobano says the new strip is scheduled to be launched officially on Independence Day – 9th July, and will link Eastern Equatoria with its neighbours. 

Hassan Orobano: “The airstrip falls in a place call Lofulari, Lotuko from Labaluwa. So these people will benefit this airstrip from services, water because we have a planning to make water there, and also inform Shops and because the passengers will come and off course get something for drinking and others. It will connect Eastern Equatoria State with other states and even with other countries like Kenya and Uganda.”

And in regional news, Uganda’s former Prime minister has announced his intention to stand against President Yoweri Museveni in the country’s next Presidential elections. 
Amama Mbabazi says he will seek the nomination to become the candidate for the governing National Resistance Movement or NRM party, Chaired by President Museveni.  
Mbabazi was once a close ally of President Museveni, but fell out after he was sacked last year.  

President Museveni has been in power since 1986 and is expected to seek a fourth term in next year's poll.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· President Omar al-Bashir leaves South Africa, escapes possible arrest 

· Mundri based humanitarian worker goes missing 

· Eight arrested in Western Bahr El-Ghazal security crackdown 

And that’s Radio Miraya news.
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