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16 June 2015 
Good Afternoon it’s 1 o’clock I’m Suzan Dokolo 
The Headlines:
· Aid agencies seek crucial funding for South Sudan humanitarian crisis 

· Maridi communities urged to provide corridors of passage for cattle herders 

· Cholera vaccination campaign underway in Bentiu 

A humanitarian crisis meeting on South Sudan opens this afternoon in Geneva, Switzerland.  
The one-day meeting seeks to raise up to 1.1 billion dollars in funding to support critical humanitarian needs.  

The forum will also raise awareness about the worsening humanitarian crisis and its impact on the region.  

The conference has been organized by the European Commission together with the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).  

Glatko Gegic is the OXFAM South Sudan Country Director.  He warns that funding needs have reached critical levels.   
Glatko Gegic: “Unfortunately the situation in South Sudan has reached the highest level ever in terms of needs.  We have 3.8 million people who are severely affected by hunger.  FAO predicts that 40 per cent of South Sudan’s total population of 4.6 million will be food insecure by the end of July, so if we don’t act now it will be too late later on.” 

The United Nations has declared South Sudan a level 3 emergency – the highest level of a humanitarian crisis.

The local community of Maridi in Western Equatoria state has been asked to provide safe passage for cattle keepers to leave the area. 

The herders were given two days to leave, following escalated tensions with the local community over the past two weeks that led to several deaths and the destruction of homes.  

State authorities met with a delegation from the national government led by Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Bashir Gbandi in Yambio on Monday, to address the rising tensions.  

State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro says the meeting stressed the importance of implementing a Presidential order calling for the eviction of all nomadic herders from the state. 

Joseph Bakosoro: “The decision the committee came up with yesterday was all cattle have to move according to the decree of the president and we need also to separate the army from the civilian cattle keepers. We also asked the citizens of Maridi to open a safe corridor for all the cattle keepers to move with their cattle free and we have to condemn such kind of behavior. Even in the Church it is for the first time in our history that the cattle keepers occupied the Catholic Church totally that there was no prayer on Sunday.”

Latest figures released by the state government suggest 12 people were killed, and at least 47 houses burnt in inter-communal clashes in Maridi. 

Today is the International Day of the African Child, a day set aside to recognize and raise awareness about the rights of the child. 

The theme of this year’s commemoration coincides with the 25 year anniversary since the adoption of the African Children’s Charter aimed at ending child marriage in Africa.  

In South Sudan, the Ministry of Gender, child and Social Welfare says the lack of children’s courts makes it difficult to implement laws to protect children from abuse.  

The Director for Child Welfare in the Ministry, Celina Grace Peter, says this limitation contributes to the high prevalence of child marriages in the country.  

Celina Grace Peter: “Any perpetrator who does that should automatically should be reported to the rightful authorities so that action is taken, so we have issues to do with the implementation of the child act, first of all we don’t have the juvenile courts, we don’t have the children’s court here because if we were to have the children’s court, this is where issues like this one could be handled so that should anything happens like this it is taken to the court of children where we have an attorney set aside for children automatically taking charge of this issues and it’s the commitment of the government to actually end the issues of child marriage.”   

The International Day of the African Child was declared by the Organisation of African Unity in honor of hundreds of students who participated in a 1976 Soweto Uprising in South Africa.  

Hundreds of students were shot as they held a protest demanding to be taught in their native languages.  

Community Leaders and family networks in Jonglei state are being called on to play a prominent role in fighting gender based violence and promoting children’s’ rights. 

The call was made by Human Development Consortium, a local Non-Governmental Organisation operating in Jonglei.

Radio Miraya reporter Chaplain Nemaya is in Bor and has more in this report. 

Chaplain Nemaya: “The Human Development Consortium (HDC) says gender-based violence and denying children the right to education top the list of abuses in Jonglei. Marcelina Nichibila Asraf, HDC senior protection officer, says many women do not speak out and report abuses because of cultural norms, fear of domestic violence, fear of victimization and other related stigma.”
Marcelina Nichibila Asraf: “According to the culture and something like awareness of women themselves in the community, maybe when you are trying to say a woman is someone to respect because she is a mother, do not beat do not do what, try to help her, some may just laugh and say ha ha I have bought her. So as far as humanitarian is concern, we are doing protection.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “The organization’s field officer, Lokang Richard, urges parents and guardians to consider children’s’ rights. He says orphans are a vulnerable category that needs special support from guardians and care givers.”

  

Lokang Richard: “We have very many categories of some children. Some of them are sometimes on the streets and some of them are forced to work. Some of them are forced by the situation because they do not have any other thing. All people who are listening, who are taking care in our community – they should learn to be human. They should take these children like their own children. They should cater for them.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “With Jonglei one of the states most affected by the conflict, it is even more difficult to fight societal stereotypes that are engrained in the vulnerable and desperate populations.  The challenge remains to continue to fight Gender Based Violence and promote children’s rights in a state so heavily affected by destruction and trauma. I am Chaplain Nemaya reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
A South Sudanese man who started a hunger strike outside the White House in Washington DC has transferred his protest to New York.  

Simon Aban Deng has stationed himself outside the United Nations headquarters, where he hopes to draw more attention to the urgency of ending the conflict in South Sudan.  

On day 32 of his protest, Simon Aban Deng told Radio Miraya he has lost half his body weight and is surviving on supplements.  

Abab Deng: “Yes I am not eating at all, but drinking all supplements to keep me alive because I know it is going to be a long time pursue, if it is not because of those supplements that I am taking I wouldn’t be talking to you today. Even that now I am already gone from the way I used to look as human being to a little bit have of the body now.  I am in front of the UN everyday now here in New York, I spent 22 days in Washington in front of the White House. I will be going to Washington when there is consultation with others and if there is discussion. That is what I am already doing because I have to linked up with the others who are agreed with me and then have a team which only not one person to go about how can we prioritize what I said before. You see people have to understand, it is the responsibility of the US to rescue the people of South Sudan from eth situation they are in now.”  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A cholera vaccination campaign has been launched at the UN protection of civilian site in Bentiu, Unity State. 

The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) in collaboration with UN Children’s organization UNICEF and the World Health Organisation are administering the vaccines to all people at the protection site.  

IOM Health Operation Coordinator Victor Nyange says over 60,000 people have been vaccinated so far. 
Victor Nyange: “We had vaccinated an estimated over 69,000 people which is slightly above what we have estimated initially. The population according to UNOCHA for April 2015 was 76,000. We had excluded pregnant mothers and children under one and we came up with the number of 68,000 but the number we got was little more than that.”

The UN site in Bentiu is currently accommodates up to 70,000 people.  The next round of vaccination will be conducted on the 22nd of this month.  

The World Food Programme (WFP) is introducing electronic ration distribution cards, also known as e-vouchers for internally displaced persons in Mingkaman, Lakes State.  

The e-vouchers are loaded with monthly allocations of money that can be spent on food bought from selected retailers collaborating with the WFP. 

George Fominyen, WFP spokesperson says the distribution of the cards that started on Monday will initially target an estimated 300 households. 

He says as opposed to paper vouchers, e-vouchers are biometrically protected and allow the beneficiaries to access items that WFP does not provide.  

George Fominyen: “By using this card you can go to this vendor to access some of the commodities that WFP doesn’t provide. So if you wanted milk which WFP doesn’t provide in its food basket, you can then go and you access that milk. If you needed something else then you are able to access it. That is what it does and it is actually to improve the way which we serve the people that are in need of assistance.”

The Speaker of the Lakes State Legislative Assembly has been asked not to conduct business until his status in the house has been resolved.  

The SPLM party caucus made a decision last week to remove Baipath Majuec Rilpuou from office, accusing him of failing to manage Parliamentary affairs.  He however rejected the resolution, accusing elements within the party of conspiring against him.  

Mabor Ater Dhuol the SPLM secretary in Lakes State says the party leadership in the state is reviewing the case and will announce its decision on Thursday.

Mabor Ater Dhuol says the embattled speaker has been instructed to stay away from the legislative assembly pending the decision.

Mabor Ater Dhuol: “He was advised by the SPLM Secretariat to withdraw his letter of rejection of the resolutions of the SPLM parliamentary caucus, comrade Speaker refused and mentioned he cannot comply with demand of the party base on his rejection and admin insistence of the complying with SPLM resolution, the SPLM Leadership in the state decided that comrade Speaker be advise to wait till appropriate procedures are taken, so the decision we have taken today is based on the SPLM Constitution which say that the request of the party asked him to stay away from the office until his case is addressed.”

When contacted, Baipath Majuec Rilpuou accused the party of dictating democracy and not following proper parliamentary procedures. 
And, Sudan’s President Omar al Bashir has returned home to a hero’s welcome after escaping arrest in South Africa, where he was attending an African Union summit.  

President Bashir is wanted on an International arrest warrant on charges of war crimes in Darfur.  

South Africa’s High Court has ordered his detention and later his arrest but Bashir had already left the country. 
The International Criminal Court has voiced disappointment at South Africa's failure to arrest Bashir. 
The court’s chief deputy prosecutor James Stewart said South Africa had breached its obligations as a signatory to the Rome statute.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Aid agencies seek crucial funding for South Sudan humanitarian crisis 

· Maridi communities urged to provide corridors of passage for cattle herders 

· Cholera vaccination campaign underway in Bentiu 
And that’s Radio Miraya news.
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