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16 June 2015 
Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines: 
· President directs key ministries to develop family protection scheme  
· Maridi communities urged to provide corridors of passage for cattle herders 

· Cholera vaccination campaign underway in Bentiu 

President Salva Kiir has directed the ministries of health, education, gender, youth and agriculture to develop a family protection scheme.  

The scheme would guarantee families access to health, education and other social services. This was revealed during an event to mark the Day of the African Child held at the Nyakuron center in Juba today.  

The President’s speech was read by his advisor on legal affairs, Lawrence Korbandy. 

Lawrence Korbandy: “As a government we are committed to ending child marriage in South Sudan. Child marriage in South Sudan is one of the hindrance forces of harmful and negative cultural and social practice that undermine the rights of child and  child in particular including woman. It violates the rights to education and has serious and negative health and social forces on our society. By this few words I thank you all for listening and direct that the campaign to end child marriage is officially launched.”

In Unity State the Day of the African child has been marked with an appeal to end recruitment of children into the armed forces.  

Migyikra Erasmus, a child protection officer with the UN Mission says children belong in school and not on the frontlines.

Erasmus Migyikra: “Therefore, if today education is their home, school is their home. Then, we mean that South Sudan as a younger country in the world will have responsible and good adult of tomorrow. If we don’t recruit them; if we don’t kill them, then South Sudan will enjoy the day. ‘Say YES to children Education and NO to child soldiers’ will be my message to entire South Sudan that Please education first let all the Children, let us support for all children to get access to the education instead of being in the armed force or being killed in the crossfire or action”

The theme of this year’s commemoration coincides with the 25 year anniversary since the adoption of the African Children’s Charter aimed at ending child marriage in Africa.  

Up to 250,000 children face starvation as a result of the ongoing conflict. 

A crisis meeting on South Sudan currently underway in Geneva has heard that, in half of the country, one in three children are acutely malnourished.  

Humanitarian agencies are appealing to donors to plug a funding gap of 1.1 billion dollars and generously avail resources to facilitate rapid response missions, the delivery of survival kits and to re-supply partners in deep field locations. 
The appeal comes 18 months since the start of the conflict. 

The local community of Maridi in Western Equatoria state has been asked to provide safe passage for cattle keepers to leave the area. 

The herders were given two days to leave, following escalated tensions with the local community over the past two weeks that led to several deaths and the destruction of homes.  

State authorities met with a delegation from the national government led by Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Bashir Gbandi in Yambio on Monday, to address the rising tensions.  

State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro says the meeting stressed the importance of implementing a Presidential order calling for the eviction of all nomadic herders from the state. 

Joseph Bakosoro: “The decision the committee came up with yesterday was all cattle have to move according to the decree of the president and we need also to separate the army from the civilian cattle keepers. We also asked the citizens of Maridi to open a safe corridor for all the cattle keepers to move with their cattle free and we have to condemn such kind of behavior. Even in the Church it is for the first time in our history that the cattle keepers occupied the Catholic Church totally that there was no prayer on Sunday.”

Latest figures released by the state government suggest 12 people were killed, and at least 47 houses burnt in inter-communal clashes in Maridi. 

Community Leaders and family networks in Jonglei state are being called on to play a prominent role in fighting gender-based violence and promoting children’s’ rights. 

The call was made by Human Development Consortium, a local non-governmental organization operating in Jonglei.

The Human Development Consortium (HDC) says gender-based violence and denying children the right to education tops the list of abuses in Jonglei. 
Marcelina Nichibila Asraf – the organization’s senior protection officer says many women do not speak out and report abuses because of cultural norms, fear of domestic violence, fear of victimization and other related stigmas.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A cholera vaccination campaign has been launched at the UN protection of civilian site in Bentiu, Unity State. 

The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) in collaboration with UN Children’s organization UNICEF and the World Health Organisation are administering the vaccines to all people at the protection site.  

IOM Health Operation Coordinator Victor Nyange says over 60,000 people have been vaccinated so far. 

Victor Nyange: “We had vaccinated an estimated over 69,000 people which is slightly above what we have estimated initially. The population according to UNOCHA for April 2015 was 76,000. We had excluded pregnant mothers and children under one and we came up with the number of 68,000 but the number we got was little more than that.”

The UN site in Bentiu is currently accommodates up to 70,000 people.  The next round of vaccination will be conducted on the 22nd of this month.  

The World Food Programme (WFP) is introducing electronic ration distribution cards, also known as e-vouchers for internally displaced persons in Mingkaman, Lakes State.  

The e-vouchers are loaded with monthly allocations of money that can be spent on food bought from selected retailers collaborating with the WFP. 

George Fominyen, WFP spokesperson says the distribution of the cards that started on Monday will initially target an estimated 300 households. 

He says as opposed to paper vouchers, e-vouchers are biometrically protected and allow the beneficiaries to access items that WFP does not provide.  

George Fominyen: “By using this card you can go to this vendor to access some of the commodities that WFP doesn’t provide. So if you wanted milk which WFP doesn’t provide in its food basket, you can then go and you access that milk. If you needed something else then you are able to access it. That is what it does and it is actually to improve the way which we serve the people that are in need of assistance.”

In regional news, the International Criminal Court says they are considering requesting the United Nations Security Council to impose sanctions on South Africa.

Yesterday, Sudan’s President Omar al Bashir returned home to a hero’s welcome after escaping arrest in South Africa, where he was attending an African Union summit.  

President Bashir is wanted on an International arrest warrant from the ICC on charges of war crimes allegedly committed in Darfur.  

ICC Chief Deputy Prosecutor James Stewart says ultimately it will be up to the UN Security Council to decide the next step.  

James Stewart: “We do have under the Rome Statute the ability to request our judges here at the ICC to refer the matter to the UN Security Council. So it will be ultimately up to the UN Security Council to take what action or impose what sanctions it feels ought to be done. If we do seek that recourse, we probably will, but this is a matter that we have under consideration. What happened now is very disappointing obviously but we still remain quietly optimistic and determined to see justice done in this case.” 

Elsewhere, court in Egypt has sentenced former President Mohamed Mursi to death in a case related to a mass jail break in 2011. 

The sentence was initially passed in May, but was confirmed after consultation with Egypt's highest religious figure, the Grand Mufti. 

Morsi escaped from the Wadi Natroun prison in January 2011 and was accused of colluding with foreign militants in a plot to free Islamists during mass prison breaks. 

The 2011 uprising brought an end to Hosni Mubarak's 30-year rule and Morsi was elected president a year later. 

He was deposed by the army in July 2013 following mass street protests against his rule. He is already serving a 20-year jail term for ordering the arrest and torture of demonstrators
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· President directs key ministries to develop family protection scheme  

· Maridi communities urged to provide corridors of passage for cattle herders 

· Cholera vaccination campaign underway in Bentiu 

And that’s Radio Miraya news.
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