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17 June 2015 
Hello. Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines:
· Government refers IGAD power sharing proposal back to mediators 
· Juba teaching hospital overwhelmed with accident victims  

· Innovative project captures rare and unique animal species in South Sudan   
The government says it will officially refer documents on a proposed power sharing arrangement back to IGAD mediators. 

Last week the government said it had rejected the proposal that suggests it takes 53 percent of leadership positions, the opposition 43 percent and political parties the remaining 14 percent under a transitional government. 

The Minister in the Office of the President, Awan Agol Riek, says the documents will be handed back to the mediators for further discussion. 

Awan Agol Riek: “In regard to south Sudan, it has to go back, because principally there were a lot of errors that we felt shouldn’t be embodied in that document. It should go back to Addis where there were chief negotiators and two other members of our negotiating team and also on the side of the rebels, there were chief negotiators and two other members of their delegation. There should be an exhaustive meeting in Addis whereby whatever has been agreed should be the one that constitute the meeting in the AU.”

The minister was speaking at Juba airport on return from South African where he had accompanied President Salva Kiir for the African Union summit.  

A crisis meeting on South Sudan has raised 275 million US dollars in pledges to support civilians affected by the deepening humanitarian crisis. 

The commitments were made at a high-level donor meeting in Geneva Switzerland on Tuesday. 

Pledges came in from Australia, Austria, Belgium, Germany and Ireland. Further commitments were also made by Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Slovenia, the United States, the United Kingdom and the European Commission. 

The largest pledge of 133 million US dollars came from the United States, while the UK pledged 61 million. 

Speaking at the high level meeting, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres said humanitarian agencies lack the resources to address growing needs of thousands of refugees flocking to neighboring countries.

A UNHCR report suggests up to 300 people are crossing into Sudan every day, fleeing fighting in Upper Nile.  
Traders in Rumbek, Lakes State have closed their shops in protest at high market prices.  
Shops have been closed for the past three days after the traders rejected a directive from state authorities to bring down the prices of goods. 
The traders say the cost of transporting merchandise to Rumbek town is high and its effect on prices could remain for months.  
Alfred Maku, Secretary General of the Lakes State Chamber of Commerce, explains further why the traders are finding difficulties to reduce the prices. 

Alfred Maku: “In fact we bought the items here when the dollar was high and government here issued a decree to reduce prices to the government prices, but we realized that if we complied with the decree, we will lose so we are in talks with the government. We addressed them in a letter on the issue saying we want to negotiate with the government, but they did not respond so it’s not possible for me to open the shop before hearing from the government.”
Juba Teaching Hospital has registered an increase in the number of accident patients and victims of crime. 

Dr. Abraham Adut, the hospital’s Director for Accidents and Emergency, says over the past month they have received a big number of people injured in road and motorcycle accidents. 

Adut also notes significant cases of patients who were attacked in armed robberies. 

Abraham Adut: “The number right now, those  who are attacked is also there, but the problem is I believe this is something dealing with situation generally around Juba, like beginning of this month we have received quite a number of patients due to armed robbery. I can say I received five. They were brought dead actually. Ok they are shot in the room. The last one we received was a boy with his mother who passed away due to an armed robbery attack. They were attached in the house and I think the mother was shot dead instantly and then the young boy was also shot to his left cheek. We really, really do appeal if there could be something to be done about this because we are receiving people being attack in their own houses, sometimes they are beaten by metallic bars and sometimes they are just shot dead with guns.”

Unity State authorities are calling for the release of the acting director in the state Ministry of Health. 

State information Minister Peter Makuoth Malual says Peter Koang was travelling in a car between Bentiu and Mayom when his car was attacked and he was allegedly taken by armed men.

Makuoth Malual: “Two people run away from that car and one of them was the acting director of the Ministry of Health in Bentiu. His name is Peter Koang. He was captured by those people and he’s still with them. We are asking that if you captured that person, please bring him back. Those are innocent and only, it’s not a military person.” 

The information minister also says they are considering moving the population of displaced people living in Bentiu town to other parts of the state. 

Malual says as insecurity has increased in counties south of Bentiu. 

Many families have fled into the city bringing with them their cattle. 
He says the town has now become very crowded and the government needs to address the issue. 

Meanwhile, displaced persons seeking safety in inaccessible areas of Unity State are receiving emergency survival kits.  

The portable kits, designed to serve as lifelines for communities isolated by conflict, are being distributed by United Nations agencies. Lwak Nelson reports 
Lwak Nelson: “The kits are being airdropped to thousands of people forced to flee to remote areas following renewed fighting between government and opposition forces in southern Unity State. The packages are designed to provide short-term and life-saving assistance to the most vulnerable families in locations that remain inaccessible.  They contain mosquito nets, short-maturity vegetable seeds, fishing supplies, water carrying containers, water purification tablets, oral rehydration salts, nutritional biscuits for children and kitchen sets with cups, spoons, pots and plates. The first batch of 4,500 kits was air dropped by helicopter in an emergency airlift operation targeting an estimated 28-thousand IDPs in Southern Unity. The packages are a multi-agency effort, packaged with support from UN Children’s Organisation UNICEF, the UN Food and Agricultural Organization, the International Organisation for Migration and the International Rescue Committee. Each survival kit weighs only nine kilos, light enough for the user to carry around if necessary.  With concerns that many have missed the start of the cultivation season, coupled with food insecurity, the survival kits may be the only humanitarian aid the displaced populations receive during the next crucial weeks of the lean season. I am Nelson Lwak for Radio Miraya news.”  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The South Sudan Islamic Council has announced that the Holy month of Ramadhan will begin tomorrow, Thursday.  

The announcement was made by a committee appointed to watch out for the new moon – that signals the start of a new calendar month. 

A member of the committee, Abdallah Baraj is appealing to Muslims across the country to observe the holy fasting period in peace.
Abdallah Baraj: “We could not see the moon in all the states in South Sudan including neighboring countries and Islamic countries. That is why today we have issued this statement that Wednesday 17 June 2015 corresponds to 30th Shaaban which means tomorrow 18 June 2015 is the first day of holy month of Ramadan. We take this opportunity to congratulation Islamic nations in the world, and particularly Muslims in South Sudan for the arrival of the holy month of Ramadan. We pray God to bring Peace, Security, reconciliation and love and stability among the people of the Republic of South Sudan.”

A new project hopes to capture images of all the different species of animals living in South Sudan. 

37 cameras, fitted with motion sensors, have been installed in two wildlife reserves in Eastern Equatoria state with the aim to register existing animals living in the area and try to discover new species. 
The project is being run by Bucknell University in conjunction with the Ministry of Wildlife, Conservation and Tourism.

Fauna expert from Bucknell university, Professor DeeAnn Reeder says more than 80,000 images have been taken so far.
DeeAnn Reeder: “Relatively small – a little bit bigger than a phone. You attach them to a tree and you sort of bend them at an angle so they’re pointing at the ground and when an animal walks by it automatically takes a photo. It allows us to find those animals that even the people who live close to those reserves, don’t know they live there because they’re very shy. And most of these animals are going to fear us in a great big way. Especially if you’re a bush buck or bongo or something that is normally eaten for food, they fear humans. And so it’s a way for us to really assess what wildlife diversity there is.” 

Professor Reeder discovered a unique species of bat she named the ‘Panda Bat’ in 2013, she says she is sure there are many more undiscovered species living in South Sudan. 

The public is being warned about the dangers of cutting trees. 

The warning comes as countries mark the World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought, observed on 17 June every year to highlight ways to prevent desertification and recover from drought. 

Environment minister Deng Deng Hoc says the public should use the day to reflect on the dangers of deforestation. 

Deng Hoc says natural resources should be used sustainably.  

Deng Hoc: “Take desertification and drought very seriously. These are natural disasters that are already happening in South Sudan and we must do what it takes to prevent the situation from getting worse. We are not preventing people from using the resources that we have – what we are stressing is a sustainable use of resources. Charcoal can be consumed locally but it must not be exported and every citizen must plant trees within their compounds, outside along the road and within their community.” 

The Minister on Tuesday launched a “Keep Juba Clean’ campaign aimed at ridding the national capital of rubbish.  
Deng Hoc says it is a collective responsibility to keep the environment clean.  

In Western Bahr el Ghazal, state authorities have revealed plans to set up a children’s recreation center.  State 
Minister for Gender, Child and Social Welfare, Neima Abbas says the facility will serve as a place where children can engage in recreational activities and explore their talents.

The Minister made the comments during an event to mark the Day of the African Child on Tuesday.  

Speaking at the same event, the State Minister for Health, Isaac Cleto, cautioned against female genital mutilation and the increasing practice of tattooing among girls, warning of the risks of contracting HIV and AIDS.    

The Vice Chancellor of the University of Juba says small scale businesses are failing to compete with foreign businesses because they lack essential skills. 
John Akech says the absence of skillsets in marketing and accounting is pushing the small and medium enterprises out of business in favour of their regional competitors. He advises growing businesses to seek technical training to survive in competitive markets.

John Akech: “One of the handicaps of the small and medium enterprises in South Sudan time and time again is the lack of management, accounting, finance and marketing skills within the sector itself. And compared to other foreign owned small and medium size enterprises and that actually has pushed us out. With opened border we are actually competing with the best entrepreneur across the border; from Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan and Somalia. And the only way for us is to be equipped and that is to be trained.”

The Vice Chancellor was chief guest at the graduation of 18 beneficiaries of a business program supported by the International Finance Corporation, the development arm of the World Bank.  
And elsewhere, the United State government plans to provide five million US dollars to help support a regional military force fighting Nigeria's Islamist militant group, Boko Haram.  

The additional funding will be channeled through the African Union to support the new regional force, composed of troops from Nigeria, Chad, Niger, Cameroon and Benin. 

Boko Haram last year held a vast chunk of territory in northeastern Nigeria of just over 30,000 square kilometers. The militants have since been beaten back but are still blamed for isolated attacks.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Government refers IGAD power sharing proposal back to mediators 

· Juba teaching hospital overwhelmed with accident victims  
· Innovative project captures rare and unique animal species in South Sudan   
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