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Hello, good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· Parliament endorses regional railway project
· Legislators debate extension of state assemblies in Warrap and WBeG
· Innovative project captures rare and unique animal species in South Sudan

The National Legislative Assembly has ratified the Standard Gauge Railway protocol 2014, officially bringing South Sudan on board for the regional infrastructure project.  
The Standard Gauge Railway is a 3.8 billion dollar project that will link the port of Mombasa to Nairobi and eventually extend to Uganda and South Sudan, as well as Rwanda. 
The protocol allows the four Northern Corridor partners to collaborate on mobilizing finance, policies, project management, joint monitoring and evaluation of the project.  
Chairperson of the House Committee on Physical infrastructure Martin Mabil Kong says South Sudan stands to benefit from the regional venture.

Kong: “After thorough study of the document, the committees found out that the benefits of the protocol to the Republic of South Sudan are enormous. One, the protocol is in line with political economic and foreign policy objectives  of the transitional constitution of South Sudan 20111. Two, the protocol will create employment opportunities for our citizens, Three, the protocol aks government of the Republic of South Sudan to join this enterprise so as to share in the cost of operation and maintenance.” 
The Warrap state parliament is holding a closed session to debate the extension of the tenure of the Governor and state assembly. 

This follows an amendment to the national transitional constitution prolonging the terms of office from July 2015 to July 2018. 

Protestors have gathered outside the Warrap Legislative Assembly building, many of them opposed to a five-year extension for the Governor. 
A similar motion to extend the tenure of the Western Barh el-Ghazal state assembly has been passed unanimously.  
Speaker of the state assembly Mario Nybang says the legislators endorsed amendments to prolong the term of office of the state governor and legislative assembly by three years. 

Nybang: “The state Legislative Assembly has passed these two amendments in its sitting number sixty six in third reading. We came to the office of the Governor to present the certificate of the two amendments in addition to the logo of the state. We have passed the logo of the state presented to us by the Minister of  Information. What is remaining is the assenting of the governor to this two bills. If they are assented by the governor, they are going to become laws in this state”.

Juba Teaching Hospital has registered an increase in the number of accident patients and victims of crime. 

Dr. Abraham Adut, the hospital’s Director for Accidents and Emergency, says over the past month they have received a big number of people injured in road and motorcycle accidents. 

Adut also notes significant cases of patients who were attacked in armed robberies. 

Abraham Adut: “The number right now, those who are attacked is also there, but the problem is I believe this is something dealing with situation generally around Juba, like the beginning of this month we have received quite a number of patients due to armed robbery. I can say I received five. They were brought dead actually. Ok they are shot in the room. The last one we received was a boy with his mother who passed away due to an armed robbery attack. They were attacked in the house and I think the mother was shot dead instantly and then the young boy was also shot to his left cheek. We really, really do appeal if there could be something to be done about this because we are receiving people being attacked in their own houses. Sometimes they are beaten by metallic bars and sometimes they are just shot dead with guns.”
Traders in Rumbek, Lakes State, have closed their shops in protest against the government’s order to reduce prices in the markets.   

Shops have been closed for the past three days after the traders rejected a directive from state authorities to bring down the prices of goods. 

The traders say the cost of transporting merchandise to Rumbek town is high and its effect on prices could remain for months.  

Alfred Maku, the Secretary General, Lakes State Chamber of Commerce, explains further why the traders are finding difficulties to reduce the prices. 

Maku: “In fact, we  bought  the items here  when the dollar was high and government here issued a decree to reduce prices to the government  prices, but  we realized that if we complied  with the decree we will lose  so we  are in talks  with the government. We addressed them in a  letter  on the issue, saying we want  to negotiate  with the government. But  they did not respond so it’s not possible for me to open  the  shop  before  hearing  from the government.”
Still in Lakes State, two people have been injured in clashes between youth and police in Rumbek.  
Our reporter there says the fighting erupted last evening when police tried to disperse two groups of youth who were clashing in an area near Deng Nhia
, prompting the security personnel to fire shots in the air. 
Lakes State Security Advisor Marial Amoum Malek says stringent security measures will be enforced to curb disorder and insecurity.  

The South Sudan Islamic Council has announced that the Holy month of Ramadhan will begin tomorrow – Thursday.  

The announcement was made by a committee appointed to watch out for the new moon – that signals the start of a new calendar month. 

A member of the committee, Abdallah Baraj is appealing to Muslims across the country to observe the holy fasting period in peace.

Clip……………………………………. Abdallah Baraj 5
“We could not see the moon in all the states in South Sudan including neighboring countries and Islamic countries, that is why today we have issued this statement ,that Wednesday 17 June, 2015 corresponds to 30th Shaaban which means tomorrow 18 June 2015 is the first day of holy month of Ramadan. And we take this opportunity to congratulation Islamic nations in the world, and particularly Muslims in South Sudan for the arrival of the holy month of Ramadan. We pray God to bring Peace, Security, reconciliation and love and stability among the people of the Republic of South Sudan.”
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A new project hopes to capture images of all the different species of animals living in South Sudan. 

37 cameras, fitted with motion sensors have been installed in two wildlife reserves in Eastern Equatoria state with the aim to register existing animals living in the area and try to discover new species. 

The project is being run by Bucknell University in conjunction with the ministry for wildlife conservation and tourism 

Wildlife expert from Bucknell university, Professor DeeAnn Reeder says more than 80 thousand images have been taken so far

Clip………………………..DeeAnn Reeder 6
“Relatively small, a little bit bigger than a phone, you attach them to a tree and you sort of bend them at an angle so they’re pointing at the ground and when an animal walks by it automatically takes a photo. It allows us to find those animals that even the people who live there, live close to those reserves don’t know live there because they’re very shy. And most of these animals are going to fear us in a great big way. Especially if you’re a bush buck or bongo or something that is normally eaten for food, they fear humans. And so it’s a way for us to really assess what wildlife diversity there is.” 

Professor Reeder discovered a unique species of bat she named the ‘Panda Bat’ in 2013, she says she is sure there are many more undiscovered species living in South Sudan. 

In Western Barh el Ghazal, state authorities have revealed plans to set up a children’s recreation center.  State Minister for Gender, Child and Social Welfare, Neima Abbas says the facility will serve as a place where children can engage in recreational activities and explore their talents.

Clip ………………Neima Abbas 7
“Child’s rights are many; child has a right to have a name, nationality, birth certificate, good education, health and freedom of expression. We from this juncture will establish a center to upgrade child talents, we want a child in WBG to know computer, internet and all the advance knowledge. Also we have a program to establish a recreation center for a child in WBeG.”

The Minister made the comments during an event to mark the Day of the African Child on Tuesday.  Speaking at the same event, the State Minister for health, Isaac Cleto, cautioned against female genital mutilation and the increasing practice of tattooing among girls – warning of the risks of contracting HIV and AIDS.    

Clip……….… Isaac Cleto 8
“Some girls we found doing tattoo, since last year there are about fifteen and twenty known. But where is the danger, it is one of the way that transmit HIV/AIDS, but for us in WBG violence against woman by woman, that is female genital mutilation, it is more in WBG especially in Raja county. That is also one of the way that transmit sicknesses, causes trauma, infection and can lead to the death of the girl or fistula”.

And, a crisis meeting on South Sudan has raised 275 million US dollars in pledges to support civilians affected by the deepening humanitarian crisis. 

The commitments were made at a high-level donor meeting in Geneva Switzerland on Tuesday. 

Pledges came in from Australia, Austria, Belgium, Germany and Ireland. Further commitments were also made by Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Slovenia, the United States, the United Kingdom and the European Commission. 

The largest pledge of 133 million US dollars came from the United States, while the UK pledged 61 million. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again
· Parliament endorses regional railway project 

· Legislators debate extension of state assemblies in Warrap and WBeG

AND 

· Innovative project captures rare and unique animal species in South Sudan   
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