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17 June 2015 
Hello. Good afternoon. It’s one o’clock and I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines:
· Western Equatoria Governor says no guarantees cattle keepers will leave the state
· Donors urge for political solution to end the conflict 
· UNMISS moves to address hygiene challenges at Malakal IDP site

The Governor of Western Equatoria state, Joseph Bangasi Bokosoro, says there are no guarantees that cattle keepers will completely leave the area.
There have been executive and state orders directing the nomadic herders to leave, over concerns that they are a source of insecurity. 

Governor Bokosoro was speaking on Radio Miraya this morning.

Joseph Bokosoro: “There is no guarantee because these people are unruly. They see themselves above the law. Today they go, tomorrow you see them coming from the other side. Just in a vicious cycle kind of situation. So we don’t know whether they have gone or they are just going around and then come back. But we are very vigilant and our forces are there – especially the combined force. They are roaming the town to see that let them all go.”

There has been a call for peace as Muslims begin holy month of Ramadahan today. 
For the next one month, Muslims around the world will abstain from eating, drinking and smoking from sunrise to sunset.

The South Sudan Islamic Council is appealing to Muslims across the country to observe the holy fasting period in peace.

The Secretary General of CES Muslims Council, Ali Hassan Juma, calls on the warring parties to reach a final peace agreement during this holy month of Ramadan.
Ali Juma: “Ramadan Kareem to all the Muslims and to all the people of South Sudan. Our message is to call upon the Muslims in the state and the entire country, to pray to God to bring peace in South Sudan during the holy month of Ramadan, so that South Sudan can enjoy prosperity and happiness, God willing. We asked God that the warring parties to sign peace.”     
Construction work of a new municipality headquarters has been launched in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State.  
The building worth six million pounds will have 36 offices and two conference halls. 
Engineer Ileni Teli, from the Hard Rock Company, contracted to handle the project, says work is expected to be completed in January next year.  

Engineer Ileni: “Based on the agreement with the state ministry of finance, it should be six month to handing over. I will see by all means to hand over by January, because it is G plus one. The construction costs 6,000,400 (pounds). We have received the first installment and brought from Juba Cement and iron bars. We have started working with local materials and were afraid the road will closed and brought almost 7000 bags of cement and  about 60 tonnes of iron bars.”
Donors are stressing the need for a political solution to the conflict. 

A donor conference held in Geneva this week underscored the importance of ending the fighting so as to bring an end to the suffering of the people of South Sudan.  

The conference raised more than 275 million US dollars in pledges to go towards humanitarian efforts.  

Jens Laerke is the spokesperson for the UN office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs based in Geneva.  

He attended the meeting on Tuesday and says the donors repeatedly stressed the need for a solution to the conflict. 

Jens Laerke: “Of all the speeches that I heard during the meeting, every single one said – well we can help people with humanitarian aid and we will do so and stay as long as required, but it is a political solution that must be found.  A solution is not continuous humanitarian aid year in year out, a solution is political and that must be found. So before this meeting we had about 660 million US dollars, which was 41% of necessary funding. Now we can add to that 275 million US dollars in pledges.”

Women at the UN Protection of Civilian site in Malakal, Upper Nile are raising concerns about the hygiene conditions at the site.  

In a weekly community meeting, the ladies said the conditions are unsanitary and many of the pit latrines are filling up - with the increasing number of new arrivals in the camp.

Vox pops

· The issue with the baths and the latrines are that they are easily destroyed and they get full quickly because there are many people. 
· The bathing area in block E is full. The water is flowing anyhow and there is no control. The sewage track comes every day to pump out the water, but the situation remains the same, because there is no maintenance. 
· The place is like a latrine. It is dirty and we fear for our children in case of cholera. They should to take care of the people, and also UNMISS should make follow up. We are suffering our children are suffering. We are living as if in prison.    

The State Coordinator of the UN Mission in Malakal, Deborah Schein says there are regular cleaning exercises conducted at the site.  
She however says work is obstructed by illegal structures erected along drains and walkways. 

Deborah Schein: “Unfortunately people have been putting illegal structures along these roads and in these areas and even over the drains that makes the difficult to clean. So, what we are trying to do, is to correct this problems we are first informing those people who have structures in these areas that they need to remove by themselves , and if they do not remove them after period of time, we will go with our UNPOL Officers and the force protection unit { FPU}and then remove them. Because we need to clear the drains and the ablutions otherwise we may have cases of Cholera, or other water borne diseases and we take this matter very seriously.”

About 30,000 people are currently seeking safety at the UN protection site in Malakal. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
There has been a slight fall in food prices in many of the markets in Northern Bahr el Ghazal.  
The drop comes after traders brought in more food from Juba, for sale on the local market.  
Wol Amuk Guot, Secretary General for the state Chamber of Commerce says a 100 kilogram bag of sorghum that was 1200 pounds is now at 800 pounds, while a 50 kilogram sack of sugar has gone down from at 800 pounds to 600 pounds.

Wol Amuk Guot: “There is more sorghum in the state and all the counties. That means from May to June, there were no complaints about high prices. Even when a sack was one thousand and one hundred, a kilo went up to 40SSP but when a sack dropped to 800 pounds, the kilo came back to 30SSP. Now it is selling at 30SSP.”

Early this month Acting Caretaker Governor, Salva Chol Ayat issued an executive order establishing a committee to address food shortages in the state. 

A youth training center is working to change the lives of orphans and street children in Lakes State. 

The center in the state capital Rumbek offers vocational training to equip youth with skills to improve their lives.  

Ezekiel Thiong Mangar, the state minister for social development says the center has registered 20 students.  

Ezekiel Thiong Mangar: “We have special care that we are offering now in Lakes State, to mobilize these children, identify them and unify them with their parents.  So we identified some of them who are not having life at home and they are coming to town, we recruit those who are mature and reform them in training Centre here.  About twenty children among the children are without care, we train them here in Rumbek and they are now doing business.  There are a group that come and work for shoe makers and work with traders such that the go and support their families such that the get something s to eat.”

And, a new report on UN Peacekeeping operations stresses the importance of finding political solutions to maintain peace in conflict situations. 

The report was compiled by a high level committee appointed by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to produce recommendations for the future of UN operations. 

The Panel of 16 members, chaired by former President of Timor-Leste and Nobel Laureate Jose Ramos-Horta, highlights four essential shifts needed for UN peace operations. 

Ramos-Horta names the first shift as the "primacy of politics".

Ramos-Horta: "Peace is not achieved nor sustained by military nor technical engagements alone, but often solutions can be found only through patient, steady, political engagement. So there has to be always a primacy of politics guiding peace operations." 

Other recommendations include the importance of the UN providing a vision enabling others to achieve international peace and security. 

The review also underlines how UN personnel must renew their resolve to serve and protect the people. The report is the first major assessment of peacekeeping operations in 15 years.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Western Equatoria Governor says no guarantees cattle keepers will leave the state

· Donors urge for political solution to end the conflict 

· UNMISS moves to address hygiene challenges at Malakal IDP site
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