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Hello. Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines

· Government prepositions food to avert famine
· Central Equatoria Governor  blames insecurity on disgruntled soldiers and opposition loyalists
· Warrap State Assembly extends tenure of Governor Nyandeng Malek
The government is prepositioning food in areas at high risk of food insecurity.
Up to 11,000 metric tons of sorghum has been positioned, ready for delivery to areas in need. This is in addition to assistance provided by humanitarian agencies.  

The revelation was made at the first meeting of the National Food Security Council steering committee in Juba. The Council highlighted the latest food security report that suggests an estimated 4.6 million people will remain food insecure between now and September. 

The Council’s Secretary General, John Kanisio, says the government is taking steps to address food insecurity. 

Kanisio: “Immediately humanitarian agencies who participated in this meeting have prepositioned for the delivery of food. Even the government, I must tell you, has prepositioned 11,000 metric tons of sorghum, which is Renk, to add to what the humanitarian agencies are providing. So these are like the immediate actions that are taken. And like the day before yesterday or yesterday, there was an appeal in Geneva for more funds to be provided to reach out to those people affected or at risk of food insecurity. So things are happening and work is going on.”

Committee Chairperson Jaden Tongun Emilio says the meeting was called to review the food security situation in the country.  

Emilio: “This is the first inaugural meeting of the technical steering committee of Republic South Sudan Food Security Council. The objective of this meeting is to set phase for normal food security review under the technical steering committee meeting and then also at the same time it is important for us to nominate from these agencies members of a steering committee meeting.”

The National Food Security Council was established in 2012 to address food shortages in the country.
The Governor of Central Equatoria blames the rampant insecurity along major highways on a combination of disgruntled security forces and groups loyal to the opposition. 
There has been a noted increase in ambushes on routes leading in and out of the state.  
Governor Clement Wani Konga addressed journalists in his office earlier today.

Konga: “You hear now and then that there is looting on the highways starting on the Juba Kajo-Keji road, on the Juba-Yei road. There are causes of this insecurity, and the first is caused by the few people who support Ladu Gole. After this group, also we have got some members of the organized forces who due to petty pay being given to them are not able to sustain their families. I call upon these who are practicing this to stop it immediately.”

The Governor also notes an increase in cases of child abduction across the state.  He says there have been 75 cases reported over the past few days.

Konga: “Of recent, abduction of children has started and this happened as a result of cattle rustling in Jonglei. There is child abduction in the east of the Nile, in Lilia and Lokiri payam. Also there is child abduction in Lanya county. This is not fair. You can’t take a child of somebody and go and sell him into slavery. The number is 75 children that have been abducted only in these few days. The state commissioner has to intensify highway patrolling to truck the criminals from carrying out such activities.”

Lawmakers in the Warrap State Parliament have this afternoon endorsed an amendment to extend the tenure of the state governor and state assembly.  

The motion was met with stiff resistance and was eventually passed by a majority vote of 33 for and 13 MPs against it.  

The MPs debated the motion behind closed doors and amid protests outside the assembly building in Kuajock.  

A section of MPs said the tenure of current Governor Nyandeng Malek should not be extended, questioning her contribution to the state. Speaker of the assembly Madut Dut Deng says the extension is not linked to the Governor’s performance.

Deng: “What we have passed today is the amendment of the constitution. The extension of the office of the governor does not deprive the President from removing Governor Nyandeng if, according to his records and the records of the people of Warrap, he sees that Nyandeng did not perform for the elected five years.  That article in the constitution is there. It has not been amended. It gives the President the right to remove the Governor and appoint a caretaker governor. So whether Nyandeng has satisfactorily worked in Warrap or not, that will be the collective of the people of Warrap and the government of South Sudan.”

The extension follows an amendment to the national transitional constitution prolonging the terms of office from July 2015 to July 2018.
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Western Equatoria State Governor Joseph Bangasi Bokosoro says there are no guarantees that cattle keepers will completely leave the area.
There have been executive and state orders directing the nomadic herders to leave over concerns that they are a source of insecurity. 

Governor Bokosoro was speaking on Radio Miraya this morning.

Bokosoro: “There is no guarantee because these people are unruly. They see themselves above the law. Today they go. Tomorrow you see them coming from the other side. Just in a vicious circle kind of situation. So we don’t know whether they have gone or they are just going around and then coming back. But we are very vigilante and our forces are there, especially the combined force. They are roaming the town to see that let them all go.”

Meat transporters and slaughter houses in Western Bahr el-Ghazal have been instructed to follow strict hygiene practices. This comes after state authorities noted poor sanitary conditions among many of the meat handlers. Ann Nyang Deu, the Director of meat improvement in the state warns of drastic administrative measures against butchers and meat transporters who do not comply with the instruction.

Deu: “Slaughter houses in Wau are not according to the standards. There are places where we don’t have medical checkups, specifically in Bar-shergi; no health officer there, no one from veterinary there and they do not want someone to go there and check meat. We found a lot of violations. A motorcycle-carrier is used to carry meat. It carries rubbish in the markets, cement, iron bars, dead animals. In the hospital sometimes if there are decomposed bodies we carry with  motorcycle-carrier and the same motorcycle–carrier is used for carrying meat in Lokloko.”
The state administration will meet with transporters and owners of slaughter houses tomorrow, to clarify on hygiene requirements. 
In regional news
Police in Kenya have announced a 100,000 dollar reward for the capture of a German national accused of taking part in an al-Shabab attack over the weekend. 

Andreas Martin Muller, who goes by the name Abu Nusaybah, is alleged to be one of the gunmen who attacked a military base in Lamu County. 

Eleven al-Shabab fighters and two Kenyan soldiers were killed in the Sunday attack. 

Another foreigner who also took part in Sunday's assault was killed in the fighting.

A new report on UN Peacekeeping operations stresses the importance of finding political solutions to maintain peace in conflict situations. 

The report was compiled by a high level committee appointed by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to produce recommendations for the future of UN operations. 

The Panel of 16 members, chaired by former President of Timor-Leste and Nobel Laureate Jose Ramos-Horta, highlights four essential shifts needed for UN peace operations. 

Ramos-Horta names the first shift as the "primacy of politics".

Ramos-Horta: "Peace is not achieved nor sustained by military nor technical engagements alone, but often solutions can be found only through patient, steady, political engagement. So there has to be always a primacy of politics guiding peace operations." 

The report is the first major assessment of peacekeeping operations in 15 years.

And in sports
The national volleyball team, the Cobras, returns home today after their successful participation in a memorial tournament in Uganda.  
The Cobras reached the semi-finals of the Aporu Okol volleyball cup in northeastern Uganda, winning three of their four matches against Ugandan teams.  
The Aporu Okol volleyball tournament is an annual competition organized in memory of Dr. Aporu Okol, the former patron of the volleyball federation, who passed away during the 1990s. 
Over 30 clubs took part in this year’s edition in Uganda’s northeastern district of Kumi. 
While in Uganda, the Cobras lost to Ugandan champs KAVC, in a friendly game played in Kampala. KAVC won the game by three rounds to two.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Government prepositions food to avert famine
· Central Equatoria Governor blames insecurity on disgruntled soldiers and opposition loyalists
· Warrap State Assembly extends tenure of governor Nyandeng Malek 
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