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Hello, good afternoon. It’s 1 o’clock. I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines

· Report highlights brutal killings of children in Unity State
· National refugee commission moves to broaden mandate to offer more protection for refugees
· Yambio citizens hold day of prayer for peace 
The UN Children’s organization UNICEF has released a report suggesting hundreds of children were brutally murdered during a government offensive against opposition forces in Unity State.  
The report says at least 129 children were killed, with boys castrated and girls raped during the fighting last month.  
Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer describes the report as ‘disturbing’. 

Aguer questions the credibility of the information and says an investigation will be conducted to establish the facts.

Aguer: “Immediately there will be an investigation whether this is true or not. We need to identify the area, the location where these children were killed and somebody must lead us. The writer of the report must be part of the investigation. That is disturbing because … killing of children has never been part of our culture and whoever has done it, if this is true action must be taken.”
The National Commission for Refugees Affairs says it is working to endorse key international conventions to widen its mandate to protect refugees in the country.

Paulino Paida, director for protection at the commission, says ratifying conventions would give the government stronger jurisdiction to protect refugees.    

Paida says the government has deployed security personnel in all the refugees’ camps in the country to ensure law and order.

Paida: “What the government of South Sudan has done through the officer of the Commissioner for Refugees Affairs is first to deploy police to refugee camps to maintain rule of law and order and to reinforce the security. Also from the very beginning in 2012 the government enacted the refugee act to provide a national platform for protecting and assisting those refugees and asylum seekers. And right now the commission is working to accede to the 1951 refugee convention and its subsequent protocols in order to broaden the mandate of protection and providing assistance to refugees.’’      
UNHCR’s Gregory Balke says South Sudan is home to more than 260,000 refugees.  

Balke says the majority of them are Sudanese, in Upper Nile and Unity states, with smaller numbers in Central and Western Equatoria states.

Balke: “Today, South Sudan hosts a total of 265, 000 individuals. Many South Sudanese may not know that their country hosts this number. And hosts this number with the sense of opened borders and hospitality. Those refugees are primarily in four states in South Sudan. The majorities are in Upper Nile state in Maban County and 135,000 individual refugees. Now of course the great majority of refugees in Maban County are from Blue Nile state in Sudan.” 
An additional 133 million dollars pledged by the United State government for South Sudan will go towards emergency health services for people affected by the conflict.  
The pledge was announced at a donor conference held in Geneva early this week.  US Charge D’Affaires in South Sudan, Michael McCarthy says the money will be used to address sanitation and medical needs for displaced persons and refugees. 

McCarthy: “This money will be primarily focus on boosting emergency health services, providing safe drinking water and sanitation, and support for medical and psychological services for survival of gender-based violence. And this would be for internally displaced people in the country and also for South Sudanese people in Ethiopian and Uganda. We have all identified the number of displaced and hungry are actually increasing and so in fact right now the estimate is 10% of the population of South Sudan is displaced.”
McCarthy also reiterated his government’s call for an end to the conflict.  

McCarthy peace: “The fact that we are concerned enough to assist the people of South Sudan also obliges us to speak out when we hear atrocities or if there is anything we can do to encourage the leaders on both side to make the compromises that are required to silence the guns because the people of South Sudan need peace.”
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Schools, businesses and offices are closed in Yambio, Western Equatoria, today as citizens hold a day of prayer for peace.  

The prayers were organized by the inter-church committee and have attracted people from all faiths and religious beliefs.  

Our reporter in Yambio, Felix Katie, says the prayers come after days of insecurity in Mundri and Maridi counties.  

Katie’s report:
You know of recent in Mundri West and Maridi counties, the events that have taken place there have made people to really feel like really the war is coming to Western equatorial. They say there is no way, it is only through prayers they can get peace in the state and in the country and their main focus here is prayer for peace in Western Equatoria and in South Sudan at large. What was amazing in this prayer (was that) everybody was in tears as I witnessed when a mothers Union of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan and South Sudan came to deliver a song. 
Relatives of victims killed in clashes between communities of Warrap and Lakes States are to receive blood compensation for their loss.  
Four women were murdered when youth from Tonj East County attacked a cattle camp in Rumbek North.  
Another seven people were killed in a retaliation attack in Tonj.  
The Tonj East County commissioner, Madhol Chol Thuc, says the authorities of Tonj and Rumbek have agreed to pay the victims’ families blood compensation, in accordance with traditional customary laws.   

Thuc: “The actual incident took place on date 16 of last month. It was a matter of killing a thief. There was a youth from Cueibet and Tonj East … and stolen cattle from Rumbek North and unfortunately one from Tonj East was killed and his brother. At the same night … kills four women and one youth from Rumbek North as retaliation that he brother has been killed.”   

MPs in Lakes State have endorsed an amendment to extend the tenure of the state governor and state assembly. 

The bill was presented by the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Mariam Paul Jebi, and passed unanimously by the MPs. 

Acting Speaker Nhial Enock Chahoc says the amendment will extend the tenure of parliament to July 2018. 

Chahoc:  “The State Legislative Assembly received a bill to amend the state transitional constitution 2011 and that Article that needs to be amended was Article 62 and Article 98. Article 62 is all about the extension of the life space of Lakes State Legislative Assembly and Article 98 is the extension of tenure of the Office of the Governor. On that day we came and we managed to amend the two Articles within the constitution. It was presented by the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and we referred it to Ad Hoc Committee who works on it and reports it back. So we passed on 15th in the afternoon Session in the presence of 42 members who are present and voting, so it was unanimously passed.”
Jonglei state authorities are investigating the murder of a woman in Twic East County.

The victim was shot dead at her home in Baping village. 
Twic East County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurkuch suspects the attack was carried out by cattle raiders. Jurkuch says several head of cattle were stolen from the same village three weeks ago. 
Akoi: “In that same village, there was the last incident on the 26 May. There was cattle raiding, where cattle raiders raided 30 cattle. Those cattle were recovered after four days, but in the same area, in Baping of Nyuak Payam, one of the unknown gunmen killed a lady. So we do not know what kind of the unknown gunmen. So people of the village tried to follow the footsteps of the perpetrator, but they didn’t manage to find him.” 
Onto sports
The South Korean Olympic Committee has donated an assortment of sports equipment to the national sports federation.  

The donation includes balls, nets, whistles, air pumps and training materials.  
National Minister of Youth, Culture and Sports Nadia Dudi Arop said the items will be sent to associations across the country.  
And, the President of Liberia’s Football Association has announced his bid to stand for FIFA President.  

Musa Bility says it is time for Africa to take the reins of the world football governing body.  

The 48-year-old is the second person to declare his candidacy since current President Sepp Blatter announced he would be stepping down amid allegations of corruption among FIFA officials. 

FIFA has called an extraordinary meeting of its Executive Committee for July, when the date for the presidential elections will be decided. They are expected between December 2015 and March 2016.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Report highlights brutal killings of children in Unity State
· National refugee commission moves to broaden mandate to offer more protection for refugees

· Yambio citizens hold day of prayer for peace 
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