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17 June 2015 
Hello Good evening it’s 5 o’clock I’m David Lukan 
The Headlines: 
· Lakes State MPs storm out of Parliament over election of new speaker 
· Report highlights brutal killings of children in Unity State 

· Yambio citizens hold day of prayer 

Parliament in Lakes State has elected a new speaker.  
Dhieu Wal, the State Minister for Information was elected in a dramatic vote at the State assembly this afternoon.  

A section of MPs marched out of the assembly hall in protest after the names of some candidates were rejected. 

Radio Miraya reporter Mageng Wade Deng is in Rumbek and has more. 

Mageng Wade Deng: “There was an election held. Yesterday, the Speaker of the assembly read a decree by the Governor, removing the Speaker. This afternoon the MPs converged inside and they were given the chance to elect the speaker.  Unfortunately, the election ended up in crisis after some MPs walked off. The one who was prepared by the state government was nominated and another contestant was nominated but his nomination was objected.  The MPs wanted to nominate a third opponent.  Meanwhile the acting speaker objected to this and ruled that the person nominated first would become speaker. This disappointed some MPs who marched out of the State Parliament.”

Wal replaces Baipath Majuec who was forced out of office by the SPLM party caucus in the state.  
Baipath Majuec rejected the move, accusing some MPs of conspiring against him.  

The army is calling for swift investigations into a report detailing brutal killing of children in Unity State.  

The report by UN Children’s organization UNICEF says suggesting more than one hundred children were murdered during a government offensive against opposition forces in Southern Unity. 
The report says at least 129 children were killed, with boys castrated and girls raped - during the fighting last month.  
Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer describes the report as ‘disturbing’ and says an investigation will be conducted to establish the facts.   

Philip Aguer: “Immediately there will be an investigation whether this is true or not. We need to identify the area, the location where these children were killed and somebody must lead us. The writer of the report must be part of the investigation. That is disturbing because us I put it killing of children has never been part of our culture and whoever has done it, if this true action must be taken.” 

The government is issuing refugees with identification cards and travel documents to facilitate their mobility.  

Paulino Paida, the director for protection at the National Commission for Refugees Affairs says the ID cards were launched last year, to allow the refugees move freely in and out of the country.

Paulino Paida: “The government launched issuance of refugee’s identification cards to refugees as a proof of their being lawfully in the country. Right now we also issue conventional travel documents to facilitate overseas freedom of movement in case refugees are referred for treatment overseas or they travel for training or seminar or family reunification. And we continue to advocate for peaceful coexistence with the host communities and other national institutions.”

Tomorrow, Saturday 20th June, South Sudan will join the rest of the world to mark World Refugee Day.  

Radio Miraya will have a special broadcast commemorating the day from 12pm.  
The US Charge D’Affaires in South Sudan says an additional 133 million dollars pledged by the United States government for South Sudan will go towards emergency health services for people affected by the conflict.  
The pledge was announced at a donor conference held in Geneva early this week.  
Michael McCarthy says the money will be used to address sanitation and medical needs for displaced persons and refugees. 

Michael McCarthy: “This money will be primarily focus on boosting emergencies health services, providing safe drinking water and sanitation, and support for medical and psychological services for survival of gender based violence and this would be for internally displaced people in country and also for south Sudanese people in Ethiopian and Uganda, we have all identified the number of displaced and hungry are actually increasing and so in fact right now the estimate is 10% of the population of South Sudan is displaced.”

McCarthy also reiterated his government’s call for an end to the conflict.  

Michael McCarthy: “The fact that we are concerned enough to assist the people of South Sudan also obliges us to speak out when we hear atrocities or if there is anything we can do to encourage the leaders on both side to make the compromises that are required to silence the gun because the people of South Sudan need peace”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Hundreds gathered at Yambio freedom square in Western Equatoria, this morning to pray for peace.  

The day of prayer was organized by the inter-church committee and attracted Christians, Muslims and people from all faiths and walks of life. 

The prayers come after days of insecurity in Mundri and Maridi counties. 

The Roman Catholic Bishop of Tambura-Yambio Diocese, Edward Hiiboro, also called for a peaceful resolution to the conflict 

Edward Hiiboro: “War is bad and that is why we have come here fasting in pain to ask the honor of peace with God to give us peace in our country.  We as a church and Muslim community in WES we condemn the war in every aspect.  In the second place we are calling on every South Sudanese to work for peace – choose the way of peace.”

Schools, businesses and offices were closed in Yambio today to observe the day of prayer. 
Relatives of victims killed in clashes between communities of Warrap and Lakes States are to receive blood compensation for their loss.  
Four women were murdered when youth from Tonjy East County attacked a cattle camp in Rumbek North.  Another seven people were killed in a retaliation attack in Tonj.  
The Tonj East County commissioner, Madhol Chol Thuc says the authorities of both communities have agreed to pay the victims’ families blood compensation, in accordance with traditional customary laws.   

Madhol Chol Thuc: “The actual incident took place on date 16 of last month – it was a matter of killing a thief - there were a youth from Cueibet and Tonj East combine and when and stolen cattle from Rumbek North and unfortunately one from Tonj East was killed and his brother really at the same night when are kills four women and one youth from Rumbek North as retaliation that he brother has been killed.”   

Jonglei state authorities are investigating the murder of a woman in Twic East County.

The victim was shot dead at her home in Baping village. 
Twic East County commissioner, Dau Akoi Jurkuch suspects the attack was carried out by cattle raiders. Jurkuch says several head of cattle were stolen from the same village three weeks ago. 

Dau Akoi: “In that same village, there was the last incident on the twenty six of May, there was cattle raiding, where cattle raiders raided 30 cattle, those cattle were recovered after four days, but in the same area in Baping of Nyuak Payam, one of the unknown gunmen, killed a lady so we do not know what kind of the unknown gunmen. So people of the village tried to follow the footsteps of the perpetrator, but they didn’t manage to find.” 

Elsewhere, Ten Tunisian diplomatic staff who were kidnapped by gunmen in Libya have been freed.

Foreign minister, Taieb Bakouch said all the staff were now back in Tunisia. The 10 workers were abducted last week from the Tunisian consulate in the capital, 

The BBC's reporter in Tunis says some are linking their release to a recent Tunisian court decision to deport a Libyan militia commander.

And in sports, Al Hilal was crowned champs of the Gemtel cup after beating the Munuki team by 13 points to nine.  
The one-day competition at the Nimra Talata stadium in Juba was to officially re-open the basketball court after undergoing renovations courtesy of Gemtel Telecom Company. Staying with basketball, the Manut Bol memorial basketball tournament gets underway this weekend. 

Four teams will compete in the six-day tourney. Black stars are set to face Nimra Talata in the opening match. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Lakes State MPs storm out of Parliament over election of new speaker 

· Report highlights brutal killings of children in Unity State 

· Yambio citizens hold day of prayer 
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