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Tuesday 23 June 2015
Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Pagan Amum reinstated as SPLM Secretary General

· Ministry of Health confirms 18 deaths from Cholera outbreak in Juba

· Traders in Wau Town reopen shops for business after protest against in security
In our top story this hour, former political detainee Pagan Amum is to be reinstated as Secretary General of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM). 

The announcement was made this afternoon at the National Liberation Council in Juba. 

The SPLM National liberation council is meeting with the former detainees, or G10, in Juba to discuss crucial issues related to the full implementation of the Arusha Re-unification Agreement.

Akol Paul, Spokesperson for Arusha Reunification Agreement, says this is a major step forward for the reunification of the SPLM
In other news, the Ministry of Health has confirmed a cholera outbreak in Juba.

Addressing the media this morning, the national Minister of Health, Dr. Riek Gai Kok, said the outbreak has so far claimed 18 lives and infected 171 people since the beginning of June.
Dr. Riek Gai Kok: “We informed the president that this is an outbreak of cholera that started since the first of June and it has been now confirmed through public laboratory. Up to today we have 171 cases of cholera and 18 cases of deaths due to cholera in different parts of Juba. Nine of these cases occurred at Juba teaching Hospital and nine of them occurred at home.”

Minister Gai says measures are in place to contain the situation and prevent it from spreading to other states.

Cholera is contracted from infected water supplies and can kill within hours if left untreated.
Progress is being made in the construction of a railway line to connect the four countries of Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and South Sudan.

The National Coordinator of the Northern Corridor integration project for South Sudan, Magar Amerdid says the section of the railway from Mombasa to Nairobi is almost complete. He says by 2019 South Sudan is expected to be connected to the railway.

Magar Amerdid: “There will be another section from Nairobi to Malaba and then from Malaba to Gulu and then Gulu will come to Nimule and Nimule will come to Juba. The good thing about it is that the four countries go for a joint loan – you don’t go individually. As four countries, you put a proposal for example like this railway now will be financed by China, so the four ministries of finance have been empowered by their Heads of State to go to China and so we are ready. We have done one and two and now we need money to implement A and B to make sure that the railway meets the deadline.”

The Northern Corridor alliance includes 15 different projects including the standard gauge railway, ICT infrastructure, improved power generation, a single customs territory and peace and security in the region.

The National Minister of Humanitarian Affairs has announced a food relief programme in an effort to reduce food insecurity during the lean season 

Awut Deng Acuil says the government will transport more than 50,000 sacks of sorghum from Renk throughout states in Bahr el Ghazal. 
The programme was announced in a meeting with the governors of Western Bahr el Ghazal and Warrap states as well as the caretaker governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Deputy Governor of Lakes State. 

The Minister for Humanitarian Affairs called on states to ensure the sorghum is sold to citizens at a reduced price.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Authorities in the Greater Pibor Administrative Area have warned communities to refrain from cattle raids and child abductions amongst the people of Greater Pibor and Bor areas in Jonglei State. 

The call follows a joint meeting between political leaders of Greater Pibor and Bor in Juba a month ago. 

Our reporter in Bor, Chaplain Nemaya reports

Chaplain Nemaya: “During a joint security meeting, leaders from Bor and the Greater Pibor Administrative Area have resolved that any person caught stealing cattle or abducting children should be jailed and fined in accordance with the laws of South Sudan. The advisor on political and Security Affairs in Greater Pibor Administrative Area, Peter Guzulu says the two areas must work together to combat these crimes.”
Peter Guzulu: “Communities of Greater Pibor and the ones of Jonglei, our relationship is how to come together and stay as good neighbors. We also talked to our people on the ground that the issue of child abduction and cattle raiding should come to an end. And we placed some rules on the ground that if anyone is you go and bring a child, the child will be taken back and you will be punished. Will be arrested, will be jailed and will be fined”

Chaplain Nemaya: “A week ago, many parts of the Greater Pibor Administrative Area were cut off by heavy rains and river overflow, preventing movement in the area. Deputy Chief Administrator of the Greater Pibor Administrative Area, Apii Ojulo Ochundo, says the challenge of poor road infrastructure is affecting the quick response of security forces in the area.” 

Apii Ojulo Ochundo: “The issue of transportation here and network is very important, if there is no network here we use radio calls, we use satellite phones, and satellite phones as you know are very expensive and it is not easy to get credit. To go from one county to another is not easy here, because of the remote areas.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “Chaplain Nemaya, reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
Traders in Wau Town have reopened their businesses today, two days after shops were closed in protest against the killing of a Somali businessman on Sunday. 

Today, a committee of disgruntled traders petitioned the governor for increased security to protect their lives and shops. 
The traders say they feel unsafe to continue running businesses in Wau town.

Wol Charles, the Chairperson of the Chamber of commerce in the state says the governor has promised to meet the traders. 

Wol Charles: “The committee that we formed of traders went and met the governor. They presented the petition of traders to the governor, because traders requested governor to come and address the issue of incidents that are happening. But yesterday the governor had visitors and there was a conference in the hall, so he apologized to us and said I have called you as a committee and will tell you the date to meet with traders. So all traders should open their shop and we are waiting for governor promise to come and address traders.”
More than 900 women in the UN Protection of Civilians site in Malakal have been given lessons on the benefits of contraception, particularly the benefits of investing in family planning.

The training organized by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) emphasized the need for exclusive breastfeeding and how to access family planning from the health centers stationed in the Protection of civilians’ sites. 

Eden Jennifer, the reproductive health assistant for IOM in Malakal, says the awareness campaign has been helpful.

Elsewhere, despite global progress in the area of development, millions of children still live in poverty suffer from chronic malnutrition and die before their fifth birthday, the UN children's agency (UNICEF) warns.

UNICEF's Executive Director, Anthony Lake, says nearly 70 million more children under five will die from mostly preventable causes by 2030 if grater action is not taken.

Anthony Lake: "If the recent trends continue, and adding in population growth, 68 million more children under five will die from mostly preventable causes by 2030; an estimated 119 million children will still be chronically malnourished; a half a billion people will still be defecating in the open, posing serious risks to children's and others' health, and it will take almost 100 years for all girls from sub-Saharan Africa's poorest families to complete only their lower secondary education.”
Nigeria's treasury is "virtually empty" says President Muhammadu Buhari 

Speaking at a media briefing today, he says his government inherited millions of dollars’ worth of debt from the previous administration
The president and his All Progressives Congress won elections in March, ending 16 years of rule by the People’s Democratic Party. 

He was sworn in less than four weeks ago, taking over from Goodluck Jonathan, who had been in office since 2010.

Mr. Buhari said some government workers had not been paid for months.

He is due to meet state governors to discuss the crisis. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Pagan Amum reinstated as SPLM Secretary General

· Ministry of Health confirms 18 deaths from Cholera outbreak in Juba

· Traders in Wau Town reopen shops for business after protest against in security
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