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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.  
The Headlines:
· Pagan Amum Reinstated as SPLM Secretary General
· Ministry of Health announces measures to prevent cholera outbreak
· National Ministry of Agriculture distributes seeds to farmers to boost agriculture production
Pagan Amum Akech has been reinstated as the SPLM Secretary General as part of the implementation of Arusha Agreement to end the 19-month-conflict.

Pagan was sworn into office on Tuesday evening at the SPLM House in Juba, by the president’s legal advisor, Lawrence Korbandy. 

Speaking to the press shortly after he took the oath, Pagan said the party will proceed to engage the SPLM in Opposition to stop the war and restore peace to the country.

Pagan Amum: “It is a business of proceeding to stop this war and bring peace to our country so that we can rebuild South Sudan, improve and change the tarnished name of South Sudan and SPLM with the failure that we have experienced in leading the people of South Sudan. Today when we are uniting, we will be able and for sure apologize to the people of South Sudan and promise the people of South Sudan and we will be able to deliver.”

Meanwhile, Dr. Luka Biong, the Director of Center for Peace Studies University of Juba, has described the move to reinstate Pagan Amum to his former position as positive for the SPLM party.

Biong says this marks the beginning of a process of forgiveness and reconciliation within the Party.

Dr. Luka Biong: “I think it was the very beginning of a sincere reconciliation within the SPLM. The real challenge now is still the SPLM is not re-united. I think the challenge for the SPLM now is whether they could use the same spirit to outreach to the SPLM in opposition because this is a very important component of SPLM and this is within the spirit of Arusha. We hope the same spirit that I saw should be extended to the SPLM in opposition so that you can have a true unification of the SPLM once the SPLM in opposition is back.”

The National Ministry of Health is urging citizens to comply with proper hygiene practices to control the possible spread of cholera in the Country.

A cholera outbreak was declared on Tuesday by the National Ministry of Health with official figures showing 18 deaths and 171 cases. 

The Director General for Health Services, Dr. John Rumuno, has urged the public to follow public health guidelines, such as safe food and water precautions and frequent hand washing to help prevent cholera infection.

Dr. John Lomuro: “Wash your hands with safe water and soap after coming from toilet or Latrine, before eating, when preparing food or after cleaning a child’s faeces. Drink safe water. Three, whenever eating vegetables please wash them with safe water and cook food thoroughly and eat while it is still warm. Use latrines or bury your faeces. If our people adhere to these five points, we will be able to prevent cholera in our communities.” 

Dr. Lomuro says the Cholera Task Force teams have been reactivated both at state and Juba level. The teams have been tasked to collect data about cholera.

Still on Cholera; some 28,000 internally displaced persons living in the UN Protection of Civilians site in Juba are being vaccinated against cholera.

The mass campaign is being carried out by the UN Mission in South Sudan and partners. 

The acting spokesperson of UNMISS, Joe Contreras, says about seven thousand IDPs in Juba have so far been vaccinated against cholera.

The campaign expected to end on Thursday is designed to control the spread of the disease.

Joe Contreras: “We have confirmed seven cases of cholera among the IDP population in Juba to date with another 18 suspected cases currently being verified. There have been no fatalities among the cholera cases being detected in the mission POC. I would like to point out that an oral vaccination campaign has begun at our POC here in Juba. It started on Monday and nearly 7000 people received the oral vaccination on that day and the campaign will go on until Thursday”

In a related development, the second round of cholera Vaccination has been launched at the UN Protection of civilians’ site in Bentiu, Unity state. 

The cholera vaccination exercise is being implemented by the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) in collaboration with UN Children’s organization UNICEF and the World Health Organization.

Gattiek Tap Teny, Cholera Vaccination Supervisor in Bentiu says the latest round is targeting about 90,000 people in the protection of civilians’ site. 

The National Ministry of Agriculture has embarked on a project to distribute seeds to farmers across the country.

The seed distribution exercise is designed to boost food production and control hunger in the country.

The Minister of Agriculture, Beda Machar, told the Morning Breakfast Show that the ministry is already distributing Sorghum, Maize, and groundnuts seeds to the farmers.

Machar stressed government’s commitment to boost agriculture production.

Beda Machar: “Our people – I know that they are very strong, they have a good will and they are depending on agriculture. What I need to tell them now is to work in collaboration with the state ministries of Agriculture, Animal Resources and Fisheries, Cooperative Rural Development so they can go ahead with their programmes implementing a comprehensive agriculture master plan in their states, counties, payams, bomas and in their villages. This needs to be done.”

The Minister has also said that drivers and mechanics are being trained to operate the 1000 tractors that were handed over to the Ministry by the President.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Directorate of Road Traffic Police, Central Equatoria State has launched a traffic operation to rid the streets of traffic irregularities. 

Col, Daniel Wani Lazarus, the State Director of Road Traffic told Radio Miraya that the traffic officers have been deployed on the streets of Juba to clamp down on vehicles without number plates, illegally tinted vehicles and motorcycles without number plates.

The cops will also look out for vehicle owners whose registration has not been renewed.

A three-day national and foreign languages consultative forum has opened in Juba.

The forum organized by the National Ministry of Education is designed to review the policy on national language and come up with a strategy for the implementation of national and foreign languages.
Michael Lopuke, the Undersecretary National Ministry of Education, says this forum will confirm the languages that will be integrated into the national curriculum.
Lakes State authorities met with humanitarian partners on Tuesday to discuss issues facing citizens in the state. 

The state is facing severe food shortages and cattle raids continue to cause problems amongst communities. 

Our reporter in Rumbek, Lakes State, Mageng Wade Deng reports

Mageng Wade Deng: “Humanitarian partners sat down with the government today to look at strategies to address issues facing the state. Lakes State Director of the Relief and rehabilitation Commission, Maker Makur, says communities are being affected by increasing food security issues. He says ongoing cattle raids as well as wet season flooding have contributed to food shortages cross the State.”
Maker Makur: “Lakes State continues to face a lot of issues; a lot of problems in terms of humanitarian crises. These problems include food security, road conditions connecting other counties and other states as well as Juba road. Humanitarian agencies also are facing insecurity and criminals activities on the roads and as such your excellency, we on behalf of the government of the state and one behalf of agencies, we ask you to help us on that at the national level. The general overview is that people are hungry.”
Mageng Wade Deng: “The Caretaker Governor of Lakes State, Matur Chut Dhuol, appealed to humanitarians and other partners to help those affected by the shortage of food in the state. He says many peoples crops were affected by severe flooding last year and there are many displaced people in the state that need support. There are also concerns as road conditions and insecurity between Lakes and Western Equatoria have been affecting the flow of goods into the region.” 

Caretaker Governor: “This morning I called a meeting with NGOs who are working in the state. In the meeting, we have discussed a lot of the issues including hunger and poor rains. This is the purpose of the meeting. Humanitarian organizations said there is 625,000 people suffering from hunger and needs assistance, especially those of Maper [Rumbek North County].”
Mageng Wade Deng: “He also called on the young people of the state to prioritize education and agricultural work.” 

Caretaker Governor: “I am appealing to everybody to increase stability and they should continue. I appreciate the administrative police – they have done very good work. Let youth cultivate instead of being idle because idleness  is a part of things that cannot allow people to develop.” 

Mageng Wade Deng: “This is Mageng Wade Deng, reporting for Radio Miraya.” 

The Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Legislative Assembly has unanimously passed the Constitutional Amendment Bill 2015, extending the term of the office of the governor and the State Legislative Assembly.

The Deputy Speaker the state Assembly, Akon Diing Angok, says the lawmakers have endorsed the extension of the terms of office by three years starting from 9 July 2015.  

Angok said he hoped that the three-year term extension will give the lawmakers an opportunity to provide basic services to the people.

Akon Diing Angok: “I wish these three years term should be peaceful so that the legislators have a role to pay. We wish and have a hope that this assembly which has been extended should be a better assembly. Though we are the same people who have been extended with the office, I hope we should do better than before because we have many shocks, you see. We have fallen into a very big mess after our country has been engulfed by war. I hope if peace comes, the current assembly which has been extended will be very good assembly that can make laws and make service delivery to our people.”

Elsewhere, a young female suicide bomber is reported to have killed at least 10 people in north-eastern Nigeria.

A witness told the BBC that the girl, who detonated explosives in the town of Gujba in Yobe state, was about 12 years old. Another 20 people were injured in the blast.

Earlier this year, the Nigerian army seized Gujba from the militant group Boko Haram.

The Islamist group has not commented on the attack but it is known for carrying out such bombings.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Pagan Amum Reinstated as SPLM Secretary General

· Ministry of Health announces measures to prevent cholera outbreak

· National Ministry of Agriculture distributes seeds to farmers to boost agriculture production

Radio Miraya news.
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