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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· Gang of criminals in the armed forces apprehended in Juba 

· Political analyst says return of Pagan Amum to Secretary General post shown important reconciliation
· Health authorities encourage good hygiene to prevent the spread of cholera 
A criminal gang consisting of members of the armed forces has been arrested and is under investigation on allegations they were responsible for a string of crimes involving carjacking and murder 

Central Equatoria State Local Government Minister Gerald Francis was summoned by the state assembly to answer questions on insecurity in the state and in Juba town.

He said two elements in the army were apprehended last week and are now under investigation.

Francis: “We have a major and sergeant major who have organized themselves into a robbery group and thanks to God they’ve been apprehended. They’ve not yet been tried because it is a new issue; it has just happened last week. They are still under investigation and soon they will be brought to book.”
A political analyst has described the return of Pagan Amum Akech as SPLM secretary general as the “beginning of a sincere reconciliation”.
The Director of the Center for Peace studies at the University of Juba, Dr. Luka Biong, says the challenge is now in how the party can reach the SPLM in opposition to fully implement the Arusha agreement.

Biong: Dr. Luka Biong: “I think it was the very beginning of a sincere reconciliation within the SPLM. The real challenge now is still the SPLM is not re-united. I think the challenge for the SPLM now is whether they could use the same spirit to outreach to the SPLM in opposition because this is a very important component of SPLM and this is within the spirit of Arusha. We hope the same spirit that I saw should be extended to the SPLM in opposition so that you can have a true unification of the SPLM once the SPLM in opposition is back.”

Pagan Amum Akech was reinstated as the SPLM Secretary General Tuesday evening as part of the implementation of Arusha agreement to reunify the SPLM party and end the 19-month conflict. 
A social and behavioral change campaign has been launched in Northern Bahr el Ghazal state to promote women’s empowerment and gender equality. 

The ‘Respect and Respond’ campaign is being organized by the State Ministry of Social Development in partnership with the Gender-Based Violence Working Group and the Women’s Development Group. 

The program is being trialed in four states, including Northern and Western Bahr el Ghazal, Lakes, and Central Equatoria.

Addressing the launch on Wednesday in Aweil Town, acting Minister of Social Development Lual Dau Marac said women can only be protected against gender-based violence through education. 

Marac: “We in the government in Northern bahr el Ghazal and in the republic of South Sudan, we believe that women are a very important sector in the society. We believe that we need to support women; we need to respect them. We support them and the most important way for the women to protect themselves is through education. So the best thing we can do is to support our women, educate them and make them very important in our society.”
The National Ministry of Health is urging citizens to comply with proper hygiene practices to control the spread of cholera in the Country.

A cholera outbreak was officially declared by the ministry on Tuesday. 
18 people have died and more than 170 people infected since the beginning of June. 

Director General for Health Services Dr. John Rumuno urges the public to follow safe food and water precautions and visit a doctor as soon as possible if they suspect a cholera infection  

Lomuro: Dr. John Lomuro: “Wash your hands with safe water and soap after coming from toilet or Latrine, before eating, when preparing food or after cleaning a child’s faeces. Drink safe water. Three, whenever eating vegetables please wash them with safe water and cook food thoroughly and eat while it is still warm. Use latrines or bury your faeces. If our people adhere to these five points, we will be able to prevent cholera in our communities.” 


Still on Cholera; some 28,000 internally displaced persons living in the UN Protection of Civilians site in Juba are being vaccinated against cholera.

The mass campaign is being carried out by the UN Mission in South Sudan and partners. 

The acting spokesperson of UNMISS, Joe Contreras, says about seven thousand IDPs in Juba have so far been vaccinated against cholera.

The campaign expected to end on Thursday is designed to control the spread of the disease.

Joe Contreras: “We have confirmed seven cases of cholera among the IDP population in Juba to date with another 18 suspected cases currently being verified. There have been no fatalities among the cholera cases being detected in the mission POC. I would like to point out that an oral vaccination campaign has begun at our POC here in Juba. It started on Monday and nearly 7000 people received the oral vaccination on that day and the campaign will go on until Thursday.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The National Ministry of Agriculture has embarked on a project to distribute seeds to farmers across the country.

The seed distribution exercise is designed to boost food production and reduce food insecurity in the country.

The ministry is distributing sorghum, maize, and groundnut seeds to farmers.

Minister of Agriculture Beda Machar stressed government’s commitment to boost agriculture production.

Machar: “Our people; I know that they are very strong, they have a good will and they are depending on agriculture. What I need to tell them now is to work in collaboration with the state Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Resources and Fisheries, cooperate in rural development so they can go ahead with their programs implementing a comprehensive agriculture master plan in their states, counties, payams, bomas and in their villages. This need to be done.”

The Minister has also said that drivers and mechanics are being trained to operate the 1,000 thousand tractors that were handed over to the Ministry by the President.

Members of Parliament representing Pigi County in Jonglei State have called for government support for civilians in the area. 

The MP’s allege opposition forces attacked a school in Atar payam of Pigi County, killing 16 people, including four elderly persons and wounded 22 others last week.

Acting SPLM secretary in Jonglei State Lual Maluak Dau says civilians are in dire need of assistance.
Maluak: “I would like to call on all humanitarian affairs. They should help the people who are in need of help like food, water health. People in Piji, they have been under attack since the December 2013. They are there in the bushes. They are not under control of the government now. The government should decide to do the possibilities they need.”
Intractable violent conflict has resulted in an unprecedented displacement of people around the world according to the chair of the United Nations Peacebuilding Commission.

Last week, the UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR, declared that around 60 million people in the world are refugees, the highest number since the Second World War. 

Ambassador Olof Skoog of Sweden made the comment at the opening of the Commission's annual meeting in New York on Tuesday.

He called for more support and financing to help nations on the pathway to peace.

Elsewhere, a car bomb targeting a bulletproof vehicle has killed at least 10 people and wounded four others in Somalia's capital.

The Islamist militant group Al Shabab claimed responsibility for Wednesday's attack in Mogadishu.

Sources who attended the scene said the vehicle was carrying foreign diplomats. 

The explosion happened near a defence ministry hospital, and heavy gunfire was heard soon after.

Al Shabab has vowed to step up attacks against the government of Somalia during the month of Ramadan. 

Since the start of Ramadan, there have been at least 10 assassinations in the capital targeting government officials.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Gang of criminals in the armed forces apprehended in Juba 

· Political analyst says return of Pagan Amum to Secretary General post shown important reconciliation 

· Health authorities encourage good hygiene to prevent the spread of cholera 
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