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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan.  
The Headlines:
· IGAD peace mediators set date for the resumption of peace talks 

· South Sudanese students protesting outside the country’s Embassy in Cairo asked to return to their homes 

· Army and police carry out joint security searches in Juba
IGAD-mediated peace talks in Addis Ababa are expected to resume later in July in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa.

Addressing a news conference in Addis Ababa on Thursday, IGAD lead mediator Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin said negotiations between South Sudan’s government and the SPLM-In Opposition led by former vice president, Riek Machar, will resume shortly after the end of Ramadan. 

Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin: “We are hoping sometime after the end of holy month of Ramadan to convene the IGAD Plus summit here in Addis Ababa with the parties participating, and we expect the parties to conclude their agreements by that time but in between we will continue to consult the parties.” 

Meanwhile, the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) has revealed the IGAD plus proposal to resolve the conflict.

IGAD’s chief mediator, Ambassador Seyum Mesfin, told journalists in Addis Ababa, that he hopes that the new initiative will persuade the warring parties to end the conflict and form a transitional government.

Ambassador Mesfin: “The chair of IGAD declared that we will think of transforming our mediation into a robust one where it will have much weight and prevail upon the parties. The reasons are two; one it called for the harmonization of positions within IGAD mediation, two it called also for resource partners and friends of South Sudan to join the process in a meaningful way so that they can assist to avoid any proliferation of initiatives and to fully support the IGAD process.”

The full proposal will be submitted to the two parties in mid-July.

The Foreign Affairs ministry has urged students protesting at South Sudan embassy in Cairo to return to their hostels.
Spokesperson of the Ministry, Mawien Makol, told radio Miraya that the Ambassador is currently not in Cairo and urged the students to wait until he returns.

Mawien Makol: “What we are saying the students is that they have to wait and be patient because gathering in the embassy … I think it is very hard for them but of course something has to be solved of course.” 

The students’ leader in Egypt, Kot Maker, said the students are failing to meet basic needs after the government failed to pay allowances for the last 11 months.

Kot Maker says the students will not leave the embassy until the ministry of education in Juba resolves their dispute.  

The Army and the South Sudan National police service have launched a joint security operation in Juba, as part of a comprehensive security response in the city.

Security check points have been set up in most parts of Juba city this morning.

Radio Miraya understands that security personnel are stopping and searching vehicles and motorcyclists.

The operation comes amid increased public concerns about the rising wave of thefts and robberies in Juba city and its environment. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The SPLM leadership has resolved to invite all the governors of the ten states as well as the SPLM chairpersons in the state to meet in Juba.

The resolution was passed during a meeting held on Thursday afternoon in Juba and chaired by the SPLM party chairman President Salva Kiir. 
The SPLM Deputy Secretary General Ann Itto says the governors and SPLM chairpersons will be briefed about the full implementation of the Arusha Agreement. 

Ann Itto: “We also going to call leaders from the states, governors and SPLM chairpersons from all the states to come so that we can pass the message to them in a very clear terms that number one peace is the most important thing when it comes to the implementation of the Arusha Agreement, secondly having back the former detainees is a strength to the SPLM.”

Women living with obstetric fistula will benefit from free surgeries following the launch of a free Fistula Camp at Wau Teaching Hospital.

Western Bahr el Ghazal state minister of Health, Isaac Cleto, says many women are still reluctant to turn up for treatment because of the taboos associated with Fistula. 
He noted that only 300 out of an estimated 60,000 patients turned up for treatment at the last camp and hopes the number of patients will increase.

Cleto is appealing to the women to take up this opportunity and get treatment.

Dr. Isaac Cleto: “I have been informed officially from Juba that Wau teaching Hospital has been selected for free fistula surgical camp.  It will be from 20th July to 19th August; these are operations, one full month. But Wau teaching Hospital will begin to receive patients from 15th July, not only in WBGS but the entire Republic of South Sudan. Their transport to the Hospital, feeding and return is covered by our partner UN FPA, even those accompanying will get basic services.”
Minister Cleto said a cholera task force committee has been formed to raise awareness about cholera and promote basic and personal hygiene. 

Authorities in Maridi County say the security situation remains relatively calm, but many residents who fled the tensions three weeks ago are still afraid to return home.
Maridi County MP, Elinama Joseph Daniel, says the resolutions passed recently to end the conflict between cattle keepers and the communities have so far been respected. 

Elinama Joseph Daniel: “The resolutions are well respected by the local community. The implementation is going on well, when the general commander arrived from Mundri and right now is in Maridi that is Kokon and is moving together with the commissioner and representative of the youth in Maridi encouraging the local community who have deserted their houses to stay peacefully and calm.” 

Western Equatoria State authorities together with a team from the national government headed by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bashir Gbendi, passed several resolutions devised to bring stability to the state.  

One of the resolutions required the cattle keepers to respect the president’s decree to take their cattle out of the State.
Elsewhere, at least 30 people have been killed after gunmen attacked an African Union military base in southern Somalia.

A suicide car bomber drove into the main gates of the base in Leego, along the main road connecting the capital, Mogadishu and the city of Baidoa. 

The militant Islamist group al-Shabab says its fighters have taken control of the base but this is not confirmed.

Al-Shabab is battling Somalia's government for control of the country.

The base is manned by Burundian soldiers from the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISON), which has more than 20,000 troops in the country. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· IGAD peace mediators set date for the resumption of peace talks 

· South Sudanese students protesting outside the country’s Embassy in Cairo asked to return to their homes 

· Army and police carry out joint security searches in Juba
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