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Good afternoon, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.  
The Headlines

· IGAD delivers a compromise plan to bring an end to the war
· Abyei leaders defend cancellation of Messeriya and Rizaigat meeting
· Heavy rains cut off roads between Bor and Twic East Counties 
IGAD-mediated peace talks are expected to resume in Addis Ababa in mid-July.

Chief mediator Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin says negotiations between South Sudan’s government and the SPLM-In- Opposition will resume shortly after the end of Ramadan. 
The new IGAD talks will now include the AU, EU and the troika.  
IGAD’s chief mediator, Ambassador Seyum Mesfin, told journalists in Addis Ababa, that he hopes that the new initiative will persuade the warring parties to end the conflict and form a transitional government.
Mesfin: “The chair of IGAD declared that we will think of transforming our mediation into a robust one where it will have much weight and prevail upon the parties. The reasons are two: one, it called for the harmonization of positions within IGAD mediation; two, it called also for resource partners and friends of South Sudan to join the process in a meaningful way so that they can assist to avoid any proliferation of initiatives and to fully support the IGAD process.
Abyei Area Administrator Ambassador Chol Deng Alak says the leaders of Abyei declined to attend a recent meeting with the Sudanese Messeriya and Rizaigat because of a lack of a clear agenda.

Ambassador Chol Deng Alak told Radio Miraya Community leaders are not ready to participate in a meeting that might further jeopardize their position. 

Alak: “It wasn’t clear to us what agenda would be discussed. How can you call for a meeting without a clear agenda? Also, if the agenda is known, we are supposed to meet as Denka Ngok and discuss it and this did not happen. The coordination was not successful, and we therefore thought it is better not to be dragged to participate in any agreement that might affect the rest of their issue.  
The African Union Commission postponed indefinitely a meeting between the Ngok Dinka and Messeriya Abyei community leaders earlier scheduled to take place on June 20th.

The Foreign affairs ministry has urged students protesting at the South Sudan embassy in Cairo to return to their hostels.
Spokesperson of the Ministry Mawien Makol told radio Miraya that the ambassador is not currently in Cairo and urged the students to wait until he returns.

Makol: “What we are saying to the students is that they have to wait and be patient because gathering in the embassy … I think it is very hard for them but of course something has to be solved of course.” 

The students’ leader, Kot Maker, said the students can’t afford food to eat and that the hostels have been closed due to holy month of Ramadan.

He says the students will not leave the embassy until the ministry of education in Juba responds to their demands.  

Maker: “The situation of the students is very difficult … staying there until their demands are fully addressed by the Ministry of Education in Juba.”

Lakes State government has developed a plan to improve the deteriorating roads in the state. 
Earlier this week, five commissioners from Lakes State met to discuss ways to repair the road network that has been badly damaged by recent rains. 

State Minister for Physical infrastructure Abraham Meen Kuc says the meeting agreed on a concrete plan and a collective responsibility to improve the roads. 

Kuc: “We have tasked ourselves with some work. The greater Yirol counties plus one team from the ministry will start filling up some potholes between Rumbek East, Yirol West and Awerial such that we are connected to Western Equatoria and Central Equatoria through Terekeka Gorial road and then Umbolo Mundri road. We have tried to make some haramebe. We have provided some equipment, some fuel and then the Awerial, Yirol and Yirol East; they produce up to 30,000barrel contributing so that we maintain the road.”
AND Heavy rains have also affected the main road between Bor and Twic East Counties in Jonglei State, limiting the transportation of commodities and movement of people in the area. 

Deputy Chief Administrator of Greater Pibor Administrative Area Apii Ojulo Ochundo says food prices have already begun to increase by one to three South Sudanese pounds. 

Twic East County commissioner Dau Akoi Jurukuch says many vehicles are now stuck on the road. 

Akoi: “The road from Bor to Twic East is cut off. This is the condition of the road people are experiencing so there are no roads. There many roads now that have been stuck there. There are many trucks … prices are going to be higher, because of the difficulties of transport. Maybe, we are going to turn the business on the river, speed boats that can take the boat from Bor to Zam-Zam.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Still in Jonglei State and authorities there have met with humanitarian organizations to develop a mass cholera awareness campaign.

The consultative meeting held today focused on developing key hygiene and sanitation messages to distribute to communities across the State. 

Director for water and sanitation in the state ministry of physical Infrastructure Gabriel Gai, cautioned communities to eat clean food and drink safe water, to avoid the spread of cholera.
Gai: “We met and then we came out with that priority we do. It is to see into it that sanitation inside the communities, including Bor town, has to be strengthened. Water storages and treatments have to be emphasizing with sanitation constructions or maintenance of the toilets, communal latrines in schools and in health centers. We have to make hygiene awareness. We go on the air, take microphones, make some visits to the nearby areas where we can access by car.”

Women living with obstetric fistula will benefit from free surgery at Wau Teaching Hospital.

The campaign starting in July aims to identify patients suffering from the condition and refer them for treatment in Wau and Juba Teaching Hospitals.  

Western Bahr el Ghazel State Minister of Health Isaac Cleto says many women are still reluctant to access treatment because of the taboo associated with the condition. 

He says only 300 out of an estimated 60,000 patients turned up for treatment at the last camp, and hopes the number will increase this time.

Cleto: “I have been informed officially from Juba that Wau Teaching Hospital has been selected for a free fistula surgical camp. It will be from 20th July to 19th August. These are operations, one full month. But Wau Teaching Hospital will begin to receive patients from 15th July, not only in WBeG but the entire Republic of South Sudan. Their transport to the hospital, feeding and return is covered by our partner UNFPA. Even those accompanying will get basic services.”

To health news, where a new report says the world could see more AIDS deaths today than five years ago, unless efforts to prevent new HIV infections are increased.

The international alliance is made up of nearly 40 heads of state and political leaders, HIV and health experts, youth, activists, scientists and representatives from the private sector.

And at least 27 people, mostly tourists, have been killed in an attack on a beach in the Tunisian resort town of Sousse.
The Tunisian interior ministry says one gunman has been shot dead and another is being pursued.

Tunisia has been on high alert since March when militants killed 22 people, mainly foreign tourists, in an attack on a museum in the capital Tunis.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· IGAD delivers a compromise plan to bring an end to the war

· Abyei leaders defend cancellation of Messeriya and Rizeigat meeting
· Heavy rains cut off roads between Bor and Twic East Counties 
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