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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m David Lukan.  
The Headlines:
· Government and opposition battle for Malakal 

· Finance minister presents draft budget to parliament 
· Wau attack leaves three dead 

Fighting is continuing in Malakal, Upper Nile State.  
The clashes between Government and opposition forces started in the Dolieb hills on Saturday and spread into Malakal town. 
Fighting was said to be continuing well into today. 
Opposition forces are claiming control of Malakal town, but Upper Nile State Information Minister Peter Toch Hoth says control is still contested. 

Toch Hoth: “From what I know, regarding to the information we are getting from the ground or in the field, yes the rebels entered but the SPLA entered from the other side. Malakal town is a contested town – the SPLA and the rebels are fighting inside Malakal town today.”

The National Minister of Finance has tabled the 2015-16 budget before the national legislature.  

David Deng Athorbei presented the budget before a joint sitting of the National legislative assembly and Council of States.  

Athorbei described the ten billion pound resource envelope as a lean budget.  The Minister said 40% of the financial plan has been allocated to security.  

The Finance minister says the budget will be financed from oil and non-oil revenue as well as funding from donors.

The budget proposal has been referred to the committees of economy in the National Assembly and the Council of States to be brought back to the house in three weeks.  

On Friday the Council of Ministers approved a budget of 10,613,000,000 pounds for next financial year.   

President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar have faced disagreements over the latest IGAD proposed roadmap for peace. 

The two leaders met face to face in the Kenyan capital Nairobi over the weekend.

Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, President Kiir’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny said the two leaders have been asked to return in order to prepare a position paper to be presented to IGAD in two weeks’ time.

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The two leaders are asked to go back to their respective organization in order to prepare a position paper for each of them in which president Salva Kiir will go and convene a meeting with his cabinet and all the political parties in the country in order to arrive at a position paper that will be presented to the IGAD, the rebel leader will do the something and the two will put actually what they what and it will be now incumbent upon the mediators to look at the middle ground instead of imposing peace agreement”  

Three people, including a new born baby have been killed in an attack Wau county, Western Bahr el Ghazal State.  
The attack took place this morning in Farajalla Payam.  Wau County Commissioner, Elia Kamilo Dimo says SPLA soldiers deployed to the area managed to repulse the attackers. Kamilo Dimo explains what happened.  

Elia Kamilo: “Rebels attacked Farajalla this morning, our forces repulsed them, they came and attacked for the third time, our forces withdrew tactically. Forces reinforcement from Ngisa came and repulsed them. There were many deaths and injuries from their side. On our side, they killed a child born yesterday, burnt with a house. They killed one elder from the citizens and from our army one soldier died.”

South Sudanese students studying in Egypt have received a letter from the national minster of education calling for patience over the payment of their stipends.

The students began their protest at the South Sudanese embassy in Cairo last week. 

They claim they have not received their stipend for 11 months and are struggling to afford food and textbooks.

The letter from Minister John Gai Yoh said students who cannot bear the financial burden of their studies in Egypt will be assisted to return to South Sudan.

Student leader Kot Maker says the minister responses failed to address their concerns and their protest will continue.

Kot Maker: “The students actually reviewed the letter and have rejected it because they did not address the issues forwarded to the minister. He has just ignored all the points we put forward. He put the option of a threat that the scholarship is a not a right but a privilege. That option, the students refused. They say they came here because they were told by the Ministry of Education that there will be monthly support to them. That is why they came here. They have said the problem is about our government.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
There have now been 347 cholera cases recorded including 26 deaths in Juba as of the 27th of June

Most of the new cases were reported from New site, Gudele 2 and Tongping.

Vaccination campaigns have now been completed in both the Juba and Bentiu Protection of Civilian sites to vaccinate up to 90 thousand people.  

Dr. Thomas Akim, Acting Director in the ministry of health says the ministry of health and partners are considering opening other centers to help cater for the increasing number.

Dr. Thomas Akim: “The ministry and its partners has been doing an assessment as last year we had cholera treatment centers in Gumbo, Juba Teaching Hospital and Gurei and we had oral rehydration points in other centers. This year is not different although Juba Teaching Hospital has started taking the bulk of the cases of cholera. There is an intention to have other sites which are to be taken by our partners who have shown willingness to help us. Of course, before the declaration we have been having support from UNICEF and WHO especially for Juba Teaching Hospital.”

Christine Ochieng, a water, health and hygiene specialist at the UN children’s fund, has warned people not to eat from roadside food sellers
Youth from three payams in Lakes State have blocked the movement of transport between Rumbek and Yirol since Saturday
The youth from Aluak-Aluak, Geer and Mapuordit accuse the caretaker governor of diverting the feeder road that should be constructed to link the three payams.

The leader of the youth, Daniel Adut says they will continue to block the road today. 

Daniel Adut: “The feeder road was approved by the government of South Sudan and was going to be constructed from Aluakluak, Mapourdit, and then end in Ngok. Then later on this feeder road was turned by the caretaker governor of Lakes State to Cuiebet County. This is the reason we the youth of three payams, Geer, Aluakluak and Mapourdit we striked over this issue. Why should the governor attempt to divert our road and this road was meant for these three payams? I think the importance of this road to our community – you know we have a lot of crises. This road is constructed mainly to link the hospital in Mapourdit to Aluakluak and also to link Ngok and also to link Anual. This is very important to our communities.”       
In regional news, a grenade has been thrown at a polling station during Burundi's parliamentary election. Witnesses say the grenade was hurled in an area with strong support for the opposition. 

Elections are being held despite an opposition boycott and weeks of protests over President Pierre Nkurunziza's plan to seek a third term. 

Voters queued up in several neighborhoods seen as ruling party strongholds, while there was low turnout in areas against the president's bid for a third term in office. Presidential elections are due next month.

And, officials in Chad say five security officers and six militants have been killed in an explosion during a raid on a weapons cache in the capital N'Djamena. 

Officers seized weapons and explosives at the scene, the state prosecutor told Reuters news agency.

Local media report the militants refused to surrender and then blew themselves up when police arrived at the building. 

At least 33 people were killed last month in a bomb attack in N'Djamena.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Government and opposition battle for Malakal 

· Finance minister presents draft budget to parliament 

· Wau attack leaves three dead 

Radio Miraya news.
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