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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan. 

The Headlines:
· Committee formed to investigate Aweil fire
· Security agents pursue cattle raiders in Bor
· Pupil dies after being caned in a Cairo school
A committee has been formed to investigate a fire that burnt homes in Aweil town, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State.  

The team is headed by the State Police Commissioner, Maj. Gen. Akot Deng Akot, and includes the town mayor and other state officials. 

A total of 47 houses were destroyed in the fire in Machar Kunyuk and ayuang residential areas. A woman who was burnt died from her injuries this morning, while a teacher from Yei is steadily recovering.  

Authorities say the fire sparked in one of the shelters made of grass and was helped by a strong wind and petrol products sold in the roads nearby.

The Acting Governor of Northern bahr el State, Salva Chol Ayat, has warned all the citizens of the state not to store petrol products in the residential areas.

Salva Chol Ayat: “We want to tell the people of the state, if the people take precautions, then incidents like this cannot happen – that means, they cannot take place. Therefore, storing of flammable substances like benzene, diesel and other things are legally forbidden. They are not stored in the houses; they have places in the market, specific places where they are put there. This is the first mistake that we have done all of us. The person who had rented this house and brought this benzene has done a mistake and that is why its result has affected all the people.”
Out of the 47 houses destroyed, 39 are rented by foreign nationals and contain 72 shelters inside with 15-20 people per shelter. 

Security agents are continuing to pursue a group of cattle raiders who attacked a community in Bor town over the weekend.  

Armed men raided the town on Sunday, injuring two people, and adducting two children. Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya is in Bor and now reports:

Chaplain Nemaya: “The incident occurred at Block Nine that lays behind the police headquarters in Bor town.  The wounded victims, a woman and boy, are being treated at Bor hospital.  Bor County Commissioner Isaac Mamer Ruk explains the attackers also abducted two small children.”

Isaac Mamer: “On 8 March 2015, the raiders entered Block Nine. They wounded an old lady with age of sixty two, and they wounded a small boy under four years and they ran away with a boy and girl, they enter in Bor town, block nine is just near police headquarter, within the town.” 
Chaplain Nemaya: “Bor has been relatively calm in recent months after several attacks on the town last year that killed a number of civilians and forced the population to flee to neighboring states and settlements. Meanwhile, Jonglei state’s Member of Parliament representing Makuach and Anyidi Payams Maker Chol Adhol says he will present the issue of frequent attacks on civilians within Bor town to the Parliament for discussion.”

Maker Chol Adhol: “Of course, this is not the first time for them. As a member of parliament representing this constituency; I will go and table it.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “However in the southern parts of Jonglei State that are relatively calm, communities are experiencing great number of people returning to settle after a year of conflict in the area.  I am Chaplain Nemaya for Radio Miraya news.” 

Women in South Sudan have celebrated international women’s day with a call for peace in the country.

Women of many faiths, Women in uniform alongside female politicians marched from Buluk to Nyakuron Cultural Centre, yesterday, Monday morning. 

The celebration under the theme, make sustainable peace happen in South Sudan was attended by the vice president James Wani Igga and the Minister for Gender Awut Deng Achuil. 

Warrap State Women’s Union says the rights of women in South Sudan will only be restored if peace and security return to the country.

Speaking at the Warrap state international women’s day event, Union Leader Rose Acindhel urged women to continue to advocate for peace and stability in South Sudan.  

Rose Acindhel: “Today’s occasion is being internationally celebrated. Ladies and gentlemen, it is our turn as women to take an individual role on how we could utilize this international recognition by exercising our role on peace and stability.”
Meanwhile, United Nations Warrap State Coordinator, Isaac Lappia calls on residents to eradicate all forms of gender based violence. 

Isaac Lappia” There are many more, I cannot go into them now but we all know that women are always behind and we don’t need to treat them as properties. Women are human being and so we in the UN continue to stress that woman rights are human rights and we want to ensure that discrimination is completely erase from all societies in Warrap.”  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 
On to regional news, a  court in Ivory Coast has sentenced former first lady Simone Gbagbo to 20 years in jail for her role in post-election violence after the country’s elections in 2010.  

The 65 year old former first lady was charged with undermining state security. 

Her husband, former Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo, is facing four charges at the ICC in The Hague, including murder, rape and persecution.  

More than 3,000 people died in the violence that followed the presidential poll after the ex-leader refused to accept defeat to Alassane Ouattara.
A schoolboy in Cairo, Egypt died after being severely beaten by a teacher. 

The 12 year old suffered a brain haemorrhage a day after he was caned in school. The teacher said he had "no intention to kill him but the beating was part of discipline".  An investigation has been launched into the incident.  

In December last year, Egypt's National Council for Childhood and Motherhood said 50 percent of cases of violence against children were registered in schools.

And In sports, Samuel Pawon is here with an update:
Samuel Pawon: “We start with football where Rainbow FC emerged champs in the South Sudan local cup after defeating Nassir 3-1. The match was played at the Yei freedom square in Central Equatoria State.  In the Governors football tournament in Wau, Hilal secured e match points after beating Hi Falata three-nil at Wau main stadium.  In the division one championships being played in Abyei, Good stars beat Tahrir three-one, while in the South Sudan Cup in Nyamlel, Aweil West Atongalal FC beat Land Scape one-nil. Onto volleyball, table leaders Gudele won the third match consecutively against Usud by 3 sets to nil in Juba, while in basketball, black stars qualified for the finals after beating national engineers by 60 points to 59 at Nimra Talata basketball stadium. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Committee formed to investigate Aweil fire

· Security agents pursue cattle raiders in Bor

· Pupil dies after being caned in a Cairo school

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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