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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· Government seeks continued diplomatic support for peace process
· Authorities in Renk County call on all employees to return to work
· United Nations Mission considers opening base to facilitate return of IDPs in Malakal
The foreign affairs ministry says peace will not be achieved through sanctions. 
In a briefing to the diplomatic community in Juba, Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Peter Bashir Bandi called for foreign support to bring peace. 

He was speaking to the diplomatic community on the peace process and the impact of the recent UN endorsed sanctions on the people of South Sudan. 

Bandi spoke to Radio Miraya after the briefing with diplomats. We voiced over his audio because of the poor quality of the audio.  

Peter Bandi: “It’s not a solution because it has been proven time and again wherever sanctions have been applied it never work, it will affect the people even if they talk of target sanctions but at the end of the day it will not help because if they are truly friends of south Sudan and they are concern about the way, the way forward is to engage a constructive and be able to address the issues  and really being torcher  to there the rebel leader instead of bringing up new conditions time and again there will be a need then to also insert pressure because the government has come out openly for peace.”
The UN Security Council recently passed a resolution to enforce targeted sanctions if the warring parties do not reach a peace deal.

Authorities in Renk County, Upper Nile State are calling on all government employees to return to work.  

County Commissioner Lual Deng Chol says several citizens have returned to the town over the past two days, after the 
SPLA regained control of Manyo County on the Western bank of the River Nile. 

Lual Deng Chol: “Renk is now full of citizens and I believe this led to the collapse of Wanthou area which was filled with tents and makeshifts by citizens of Renk. Now vehicles are coming back from Wanthou and return empty. Citizens have opened their houses and those who were renting in South have returned. I witnessed during my evening tour yesterday that people were cleaning their houses and I therefore congratulate the people of South Sudan for the restoring the glory of Renk which was targeted for a whole year.”

A police officer has shot himself dead after killing two of his colleagues guarding a forex exchange bureau in Juba town this morning. 

Eye witness told Radio Miraya that the officer opened fire after a disagreement on his transfer to another post. 

The Central Equatoria Police Commissioner, Henry Danima, says he is gathering details about the incident.  

Two committees have been formed to assess the damage caused by a recent fire outbreak Aweil, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. 

On Sunday one woman was killed and a total of 47 homes were destroyed in a fire. 

The Mayor of Aweil Town, Jackline Nyibol Ajongo, told Radio Miraya that the team will present a report and lobby for assistance.  

Jackeline Nyibol Ajongo: “The security committee will sit this morning to table and present recommendations and after that actually the NGOS are involved, they were just waiting for this report .They will also be served later on by the acting governor with the Copy of the data and definitely tomorrow the support to this people will start immediately.”

The head of a religious delegation that visited Kenya says South Sudanese there are calling on the government and the SPLM in opposition to bring peace. 
Speaking on Radio Miraya, the Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and the Sudan, Daniel Deng Bul says the group met with South Sudanese residing in Nairobi, Nakuru, Eldoret and Kakuma refugee camp.
Archbishop Deng cited lack of trust among the citizens as a major concern that needs to be addressed.

Daniel Deng Bul: “They are appealing that they need the government and the opposition to really bring peace now they don’t need war long war because we don’t know why are we fighting ?is it because people are looking for leadership ,sometime you fight for a cause .So most of them although they are not happy they still say they  are appealing to the opposition and the government please bring peace to us so that we will be able to return to our country and we are able to work together to bring development to this country.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The United Nations Mission in South Sudan will establish a small base within Malakal to improve the security in the town and assist the displaced population to return to their homes. 

The head of the UN Mission in South Sudan along with the US ambassador to South Sudan visited Malakal yesterday to assess the security situation in the area and assess the feasibility of the plan. 

Susan Dokolo reports: “The deputy governor of Upper Nile state says he can see the town of Malakal improving every day. Yesterday the head of the UN Mission in South Sudan General Ellen Margreth Loj visited the town to meet with the peace and security representatives in the UN protection of civilians site, women’s groups as well as the deputy governor. 

There are currently more than 21 thousand people living within the main UN Protection of Civilians site in Malakal and many cite the lack of security in town as being their major reason for not returning home. SRSG Loj says the UN plans to install peacekeepers within the town to improve safety and security and assist the population to return to their homes

She says UNMISS is committed to continue working with the government to help restore Malakal. I am Susan Dokolo reporting for Radio Miraya.” 

In foreign news, The Liberian President says significant gaps remain in the realization of gender equality in Africa, 20 years after a landmark meeting to boost women's rights.
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, one of the first women to lead a country in Africa, is at the United Nations to attend the Commission on the Status of Women.

She says in the last two decades there have been significant gains in women’s access to education, power and rights, but there is still a long way to go. 

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf: “You still do not have enough women heads of countries. You still have lots of girls who do not finish school. You still have many of those rural women who have found a voice, but they lack access to the factors of production, to credit, to land, sometimes to knowledge. And I the private sector we do not have enough of them yet and we still have some countries I the world who do not allow women any equal opportunity, they don’t get equal pay for equal work. So we got a long way to go even though we’ve come a long way. ” 

And in South Africa, one of South Africa's best known TV journalists has been assaulted on camera as he waited to go on air.

Footage shows two men approaching Vuyo Mvoko, from the national broadcaster SABC, who was outside a Johannesburg hospital to report on the arrival of Zambia's president for medical tests.

Mr Mvoko later said one of the muggers threatened him with a gun when he did not want to give up his mobile phone. The robbers appear unconcerned by the presence of the camera.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Government seeks continued diplomatic support for peace process

· Authorities in Renk County call on all employees to return to work

· United Nations Mission considers opening base to facilitate return of IDPs in Malakal
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