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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Public rally to explain peace process postponed to next week
· Gunmen attack the Jopa area of Juba, injure two civilians
· Authorities in Renk County call on all employees to return to work
A public rally, which was scheduled to be held in Juba today, has been postponed.  
President Salva Kiir was meant to address citizens at the John Garang mausoleum today, to brief them on the peace process.  
The President’s Press Secretary Ateny Wek Ateny told Radio Miraya the rally has been postponed to next Tuesday, to give the organizers more time to prepare. 

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The rally that was supposed to be addressed by the President has been pushed to next Tuesday 17th of March 2015 on the advice of the acting Secretary General of the SPLM, Anne Itto, who advised the President that the rally should be pushed to the 17th so that the rally is properly organized and more people are called to come in because the information did not go out as planned.”
Ateny explains more about the purpose of the rally

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The intentions for having the rally are clean intentions; they wanted the President of the republic to speak to the people of South Sudan about the steps that were taken recently in the negotiations, the signing of the Arusha document and also to avail the President and opportunity to speak to people about the recently concluded peace talks in Addis Ababa, which many people say have collapsed.  The people of South Sudan deserve peace and the President would want to tell them that he is ready to bring peace back to South Sudan. “
Two people have been injured in an attack by gunmen in the Jopa area of Juba.

Police commissioner of Juba County, Major General Henry Danima, says the men came from a nearby bush and looted food items. He says the security situation in the area is now calm.

Henry Danima: “The police were there until evening, until sunset .There is no any new development although people are scared because they are at the edge of the city. This thing calm is all after certain armed men came and attacked them just to take food. So by the time they call and we rushed there they assailant rushed back to the bush”.

Meanwhile police says investigation into the shooting incident resulting in the death of three people in Juba town yesterday is underway. 

The foreign affairs ministry says peace will not be achieved through sanctions. 
In a briefing to the diplomatic community in Juba on Wednesday, Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Peter Bashir Bandi called for foreign support to bring peace. 

He was speaking to the diplomatic community on the peace process and the impact of the recent UN endorsed sanctions on the people of South Sudan. 

Bandi spoke to Radio Miraya after the briefing with diplomats. We voiced over his audio because of the poor quality of the audio.  

Peter Bandi: “It’s not a solution because it has been proven time and again wherever sanctions have been applied it never work, it will affect the people even if they talk of target sanctions but at the end of the day it will not help because if they are truly friends of south Sudan and they are concern about the way, the way forward is to engage a constructive and be able to address the issues  and really being torcher  to there the rebel leader instead of bringing up new conditions time and again there will be a need then to also insert pressure because the government has come out openly for peace.”
The UN Security Council recently passed a resolution to enforce targeted sanctions if the warring parties do not reach a peace deal.

The Central Equatoria State Anti-corruption Commission is investigating the disappearance of more than 60,000 US dollars from the accounts of the state government.   

The money was rental fees paid by telecom company MTN in 2011, and was meant to be forwarded to the State Revenue Authority.   

Chairperson of the State anti-corruption commission, Emmanuel Khamis Richard says the case has been forwarded to the commission after an initial investigation by the State Council of Ministers.  

Khamis says the money was deposited on a different bank account.
Emmanuel Khamis Richard: “The State Anti-corruption Commission has started investigating former and present senior state officials to establish the whereabouts of 62,000 thousand dollars – an equivalent of 192,000 South Sudanese pounds. The amount was paid by MTN as an annual fee and the amount in question was allegedly remitted to an account number 6912202001 of the State Ministry of Culture and Information on the 28th of April 2011 instead of being remitted to the State Revenue Authority as required by law. Once the investigation is finalized its results will be made public and those responsible will account before the law.”

Edmund Yakani, the Executive Director of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organisation, says he is considering legal action against a group of men who he says harassed him last week.  

Yakani says he was picked up by a group of unknown men in Juba on Friday and loaded into a car.  He says he was dumped at kubri Albino in Malakia and questioned over comments he made in the media. 

Yakani says he will take legal action once he has established the identities of the perpetrators. 
Edmund Yakani: ““I don’t have any fear. The only thing is that I have to do is that I have to improve my personal protection and personal security to avoid that happening again. Of course, my message for those who think they are above the law and they are trying to abuse the state powers to do such events is that they have their last day. They will be arrested and they will be caught up but I think I am watching out and since we have institution that can handle something like that, like our police, as long I get their identity I will open a case against them.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Members of Parliament in Jonglei State have concluded training in conflict management.  
The training is meant to give the legislators practical skills in managing conflict and disagreements among communities.  

The training was conducted by the civil affairs section of the United Nations Mission (UNMISS). 

Radio Miraya reporter Chaplain Nemaya is in Bor.  

Chaplain Nemaya: “More than 10 MPs are attending the two-day training in Bor town. The sessions were designed to enlighten the MPs on the best practices of dealing with conflicts in their constituencies.  Moses Mayul, Jonglei State’s Deputy Speaker, says as members of parliament, they need to encourage disarmament among youth and communities in order to reduce escalating conflicts.”

Moses Mayul: “If we encourage disarmament always and collect all he small arms, communities should come to a better rule, should go back to their real old stages.” 
Chaplain Nemaya: “Meanwhile, Maker Chol Adhol, the Jonglei the State MP representing Makuach and Anyidi Payams appeals to the national government to involve the local authorities more in resolving conflicts.”   

Maker Chol Adhol: “People were working with the local government, and the local government was the overall power over these communities, and as such we would like the government to strengthen, the community leaders, the police even, I think that will bring peace and harmony because they fear it.” 
Yusef Eijedian, a senior UNMISS Civil Affairs Officer explains that members of parliament need to co-ordinate with the national government, and promised to extend similar trainings to the areas control by the SPLM-A in the opposition. 
Yusef Eijedian: “We will be doing similar trainings in the opposition areas, we will be doing training in Akobo, and what we are so eager with is that people are able and willing to work together.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “The focus of the training is to enhance the capacity of Parliamentary Committee on conflict management to promote peace in the state. I am Chaplain Nemaya, Radio Miraya news.”
Authorities in Renk County, Upper Nile State are calling on all government employees to return to work.  

County Commissioner Lual Deng Chol says several citizens have returned to the town over the past two days, after the SPLA regained control of Manyo County on the Western bank of the River Nile. 

Lual Deng Chol: “Renk is now full of people and I believe this led to the collapse of Wanthou area which was filled with tents and makeshifts by citizens of Renk. Now vehicles are coming back from Wanthou and return empty. Citizens have opened their houses and those who were renting in the south have returned. I witnessed during my evening tour yesterday that people were cleaning their houses and I therefore congratulate the people of South Sudan for the restoring the glory of Renk which was targeted for a whole year.”

In foreign news, a British military health worker working in Sierra Leone has tested positive for Ebola.  

The woman, who has not been named, is being flown to the UK for treatment. 

An investigation in to how the military worker was exposed to the virus is currently under way and tracing of individuals in recent contact with the diagnosed worker is being undertaken. 

Between 600 and 700 UK defence personnel are currently helping tackle the virus outbreak in Sierra Leone. 

The current Ebola outbreak was first reported in March last year and has killed almost 10,000 people, mostly in the West African countries of Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea.

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more:
Samuel Pawon: “We start with the Governor’s football tournament in Wau, where Gazala FC beat Nile team 4-1 last evening at Wau Main Stadium. In the South Sudan local cup in Yei County of Central Equatoria State Corps team defeated Easter FC 3-1 at freedom square, while Black O4 team won its match against Pease club 3-2 and in Lainya County, Julu United beat Black Stars 1-nil and Nyamlel Aweil West Upper Island FC beat Jazeera 2-nil. In the ongoing division one tournament in Abyei  salam team and Meading Ashweang FC ended their match in a goalless draw, while in the ongoing division two competition in Warrap, Jamus defeated Jazeera 1-nil and Abyei  united beat Lions 4-2. In volleyball, the old stars team got free match points after the white did not turn up for the game. In today’s match Rainbow team will play against Rock stars. And in international sports, Chelsea has been knocked out of the Champions League football tournament. The Blues suffered defeat in the last-16 second leg, after losing to Paris St Germain 3-1 at Stamford Bridge stadium. In other matches, Bayern Munich advanced to the quarter-finals of the tournament after thrashing 10-man Shakhtar Donetsk 7-nil the last-16 second leg. I am Pawon Samuel, for Radio Miraya news.”
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Public rally to explain peace process postponed to next week

· Gunmen attack the Jopa area of Juba, injure two civilians

· Authorities in Renk County call on all employees to return to work

Radio Miraya news!
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