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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Political parties call for a new vision to end the country’s conflict
· Western Equatoria State Governor returns from lobbying efforts in Addis Ababa
· Finance and Education ministers call on lecturers to call off their strike   

The National Political Parties Alliance, which is a grouping of 18 political parties has called for a multilateral round table conference to develop a new vision for ending the conflict in the country.  

The alliance says the conference should include the people of South Sudan and stakeholders. 

 David William, Information Secretary of the Alliance said in a press conference held today in Juba, that this should be considered as a viable alternative after both sides failed to reach an agreement by the March 5th deadline. 

David William: “The two warring parties have proved beyond doubt that they are incapable of leading the peace process and transitional arrangements that follow the attainment of peace. We call upon all the stakeholders in our country to rise up the challenge facing our beleaguered country. It is only us who will save our people. Let us lead with serious and creative home grown solutions rather than allow our country to be held hostage by parochial interests.”

The Governor of Western Equatoria, Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro has returned to the State after spending a few weeks involved in the peace process in Addis Ababa. 

                      

Bakosoro was part of a group of governors that was lobbying both sides and stakeholders on a peaceful solution to the conflict.  

Radio Miraya reporter Felix Katie is in Yambio and has more. 

Felix Katie: “Addressing journalists on arrival at Yambio airport, Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro said there are still some things that need to be ironed out before peace can be achieved.”  

Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro: “We went as a group of governors to make lobbying with the international community, the IGAD and the TROIKA for peace to come to South Sudan but this time it seems the peace is a bit far away from reaching the point we want really.”
Felix Katie: “The Governor said the struggle for peace continues despite the failure to reach an agreement by the 5th of March, as proposed by the mediators.”
Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro: “We appealed to the Prime Minister, we appealed to the TROIKA that let them not leave us let them continue to engage us for peace to come and we hope that in the near future they will still call the team again for negotiations so that peace comes to South Sudan. Everybody in South Sudan needs peace even the international community they need peace but we have to discuss it very well don’t like a temporary peace.”
Felix Katie: “The talks were adjourned indefinitely after both sides failed to reach an agreement by the March 5th deadline. The two parties are continuing consultations on the sticking issues which include among others, sharing of executive powers. The next round of negotiations is expected to take place under an IGAD-plus” formula, which would include countries of Troika, European Union, United Nations and China. I am Felix Francis Katie reporting for radio Miraya news.”
A public rally scheduled to be held in Juba today, has been rescheduled for next Tuesday.  

President Salva Kiir was meant to address citizens at the John Garang mausoleum today, to brief them on the peace process.  

The President’s Press Secretary Ateny Wek Ateny told Radio Miraya the rally has been postponed to next Tuesday, to give the organizers more time to prepare. 

The Ministers of Finance and Education have asked academic staff of public universities to lift their ongoing strike.  

Finance Minister Deng Athorbei addressed the striking lecturers at the University of Juba and said the government does not have the funds to respond to their concerns immediately.  

Lecturers of four public universities – the University of Juba, Upper Nile, Bahr el Ghazal and the  Garang Memorial University – have been on strike since the 19th of last month, demanding payment of arrears and allowances.  
They are yet to respond to the minister’s request to resume work. 

We got the views of some of the lecturers during the meeting with the minister.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Two people have been injured in an attack by gunmen in the Jopa area of Juba.

The Police Commissioner of Juba County, Maj. Gen. Henry Danima, says the men came from a nearby bush and looted food items. He says the security situation in the area is now calm.

Henry Danima: “The police were there until evening, until sunset .There is no any new development although people are scared because they are at the edge of the city. This thing calm is all after certain armed men came and attacked them just to take food. So by the time they call and we rushed there they assailant rushed back to the bush”.

Meanwhile police says investigation into the shooting incident resulting in the death of three people in Juba town yesterday is underway. 

Two children were abducted and a woman and a boy were wounded in the attack in Bor County last Sunday. 

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya is in Bor and now reports:

Chaplain Nemaya: “The Member of Parliament representing constituency twelve in Pibor West, honorable Lokali Ame Bullen says they as leader representing Greater Pibor condemned the act.  He believes the attackers are criminals, saying criminal activities are evident across the country.” 

Lokali Ame Bullen: “Really we condemn what happened in Block Nine on Sunday. … If we really capture these people we are supposed to take to the law and it should be the law to deal with them. But some individual, they are targeting the name, mentioning this is from Murle and this is from greater Pibor, I condemn that, this is supposed to have evident”

Jonglei state’s Member of Parliament representing Makuach and Anyidi Payams in Bor County Maker Chol Adhol had earlier accused Greater Pibor Area for several attacks including child abduction and cattle raiding in Greater Bor Area.

Maker Chol: “On 8 March 2015, a group of militia men from Pibor attacked Block Nine and abducted two children – a boy and a girl. They wounded an old lady then wounded also another boy.”

The perpetrators behind the Sunday attack in Block Nine of Bor town have not yet been arrested. However, Bor County Commissioner Isaac Mamer Ruuk says police are still pursing the criminals.

Isaac Mamer Ruuk: “There are no suspects arrested, when they ran to the bush, the police plus the youth of the area pursue them and they are still following the raiders and their footsteps.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “Communities of Baidit Payam and Makwach payams north of Bor County have witnessed series of attacks at least each month since the beginning of this year. And the state authority had deployed joined forces to every payam, but the attempt has not completely eliminated the criminal activities in the areas.  I am Chaplain Nemaya for Radio Miraya news.”  

Lack of prosecution of poachers by the courts of law is making it difficult to protect wildlife in South Sudan. 
The Director General for Wildlife, Maj. Gen. Philip Majak Chol, told Radio Miraya that it was frustrating that after arresting poachers ferrying dried game meat to Juba city,  not trials have been carried out so far. 

He says the perpetrators sometimes stay on remand for long periods of time and are eventually released without prosecution.

Maj. Gen. Chol: “We can say that this is a frustration because when you take somebody to the law and then he will stay there for a long time without even prosecution. Automatically, sometimes he will come out of prison while you don’t know. I say that it is not me to decide what to do. I used to take my cases to the law okay! So it is law now to decide what to do so that to rescue the situation. Because somebody who has committed crime has to be prosecuted such that others will see that has become now a serious issue.”     

The Director General for Wildlife says recently they arrested soldiers carrying game meat from Boma, Jonglei, Pibor meant to be sold in Juba.

In foreign news, a British military health worker working in Sierra Leone has tested positive for Ebola.  

The woman, who has not been named, is being flown to the UK for treatment. 

An investigation in to how the military worker was exposed to the virus is currently under way and tracing of individuals in recent contact with the diagnosed worker is being undertaken. 

Between 600 and 700 UK defence personnel are currently helping tackle the virus outbreak in Sierra Leone. 

The current Ebola outbreak was first reported in March last year and has killed almost 10,000 people, mostly in the West African countries of Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea.

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more:

Samuel Pawon: “We start with the Governor’s football tournament in Wau, where Gazala FC beat Nile team 4-1 last evening at Wau Main Stadium. In the South Sudan local cup in Yei County of Central Equatoria State Corps team defeated Easter FC 3-1 at freedom square, while Black O4 team won its match against Pease club 3-2 and in Lainya County, Julu United beat Black Stars 1-nil and Nyamlel Aweil West Upper Island FC beat Jazeera 2-nil. In the ongoing division one tournament in Abyei  salam team and Meading Ashweang FC ended their match in a goalless draw, while in the ongoing division two competition in Warrap, Jamus defeated Jazeera 1-nil and Abyei  united beat Lions 4-2. In volleyball, the old stars team got free match points after the white did not turn up for the game. In today’s match Rainbow team will play against Rock stars. And in international sports, Chelsea has been knocked out of the Champions League football tournament. The Blues suffered defeat in the last-16 second leg, after losing to Paris St Germain 3-1 at Stamford Bridge stadium. In other matches, Bayern Munich advanced to the quarter-finals of the tournament after thrashing 10-man Shakhtar Donetsk 7-nil the last-16 second leg. I am Pawon Samuel, for Radio Miraya news
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Political parties call for a new vision to end the country’s conflict

· Western Equatoria State Governor returns from lobbying efforts in Addis Ababa

· Finance and Education ministers call on lecturers to call off their strike   
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