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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Petroleum and Mining Ministry takes in applications for investors
· Lecturers vow to continue with their strike
· Slow prosecution leaves wildlife vulnerable to poachers
The mining authority in South Sudan says the country is now open for mining business and is calling on individuals and companies to apply for licenses. 

Speaking on Radio Miraya Breakfast show, the Director General for Mineral Development at the Ministry of Petroleum and Mining, Cosmas Pitia Kujo, says his office has started receiving applications. 

He also explains conditions for the approval of applications

Pitia Kujo: “South Sudan is now open for business – mining business. We have started issuing licenses right from the day the regulation was signed. We are now receiving licenses in our premises here in Tongping. We also want to tell all those who applied long time ago that their applications are not valid. We are receiving new applications now. The conditions are it should be a registered company. There are some different types of licenses; we start with reconnaissance license that is for two years. Once you finished with reconnaissance, after locating what minerals you have you can come apply for exploration license. That reconnaissance license the duration is five years and can be renewed for another two terms that is another five years making a total of 15 years.”   

Cosmos says the directorate will carry out a sensitization campaign throughout the states about the mining law, because some states are unaware about the regulation.

He explained that giving licenses will only be done with the consent of local authorities and the communities.

Pitia Kujo: “Up to now these laws have not reach to some places and this is what we are doing in the coming six weeks, we will be traveling to all these states trying to coordinate with them. And even in the regulation that we cannot even grant a license without consent of the local authorities and the communities. So the committee that will be recommending, of course recommending to the minister because the minister is the only person who grants licenses. So those committees include people from the community down there, from the community, the state and the national government.”

The academic staff of four public universities – University of Juba, Upper Nile, Bahr el Ghazal and the Garang Memorial University have been on an ‘on and off’ strike, demanding for payment of arrears and allowances. 

On Thursday, the Ministers of Finance and Education met with the teaching staff and asked them to call off their action. 

Finance Minister, David Deng Athorbei told the staff that the government does not have the funds to respond to their concerns immediately.  

The lecturers have been on an on and off strike since the 19th of last month, demanding payment of arrears and allowances.  

The National Political Parties Alliance, which is a grouping of 18 political parties, has called for a multilateral round table conference to develop a new vision for ending the conflict in the country.  

The alliance says the conference should include the people of South Sudan and stakeholders. 

David William, Information Secretary of the Alliance said in a press conference held on Thursday in Juba, that this should be considered as a viable alternative after the government and the opposition failed to reach an agreement by the March 5th deadline. 

David William: “The two warring parties have proved beyond doubt that they are incapable of leading the peace process and transitional arrangements that follow the attainment of peace. We call upon all the stakeholders in our country to rise up the challenge facing our beleaguered country. It is only us who will save our people. Let us lead with serious and creative home grown solutions rather than allow our country to be held hostage by parochial interests.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Wau County in Western Bahr el Ghazal state is facing challenges accessing farming tools in the lead up to the planting season. 

The Commissioner of Wau County, Elia Kamilo, says every payam is tasked with cultivating 200 acres.

Elia Kamilo: “In the county headquarters, we have no tractors and in the new payams, no tractors. Partners that come and talk about food security, I tell them do not bring us food, bring us seeds, and bring us tools that we can use. Our land is good as you can see. The best quality watermelon comes from here and the best quality of groundnuts come from here. Tomatoes and vegetables that you see in Wau Town come from here. That is why I used to tell our brothers cattle keepers that I value my cassava and chicken the same way they value their cows. We need to understand and respect ourselves.”
Still in Western Bahr el Ghazal State, Wau County has received a new Police station. 

The facility, equipped with five offices and three detention cells was constructed by Kenyan Peacekeepers of the United Nations Mission, as part of a Quick Impact project. 

State Minister of Public service, Andrea Bawal, says the new police station will bring services closer to the people.

Andrea Bawal: “As of today all the legal cases, they will never take so many miles to go to Wau to raise cases or open cases, but they will have to report to this offices that the UNMISS have helped to build. We expect more cooperation from UNMISS not only in Ngobagari, but there are other counties that need the same help. As you have taken this as part of your mandate, we look forward for continues cooperation.”
Acting UNMISS State Coordinator in Western Bahr el Ghazal, Nwane Obahor reiterated the mission’s mandate to protect civilians.  

She noted the State’s efforts in improving security.  

Nwane Obahor: “I am glad that the people of this community prioritized their security and the fact that they have chosen this project means that they are committed to the process of creating a stable and secure environment for other project or other endeavor that they may be interesting in or undertake as person or as community”.

In regional news, more than 200 witchdoctors and traditional healers have been arrested in Tanzania in a crackdown on the murder of albinos for their body parts.

The government banned witchdoctors in January as part of its efforts to prevent further attacks and kidnappings targeting albinos.

According to the United Nations, nearly 80 albino Tanzanians have been killed since 2000.

The witchdoctors claim the body parts have properties that bring wealth and good luck.

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more: 
Samuel Pawon: “We start with football.  In the ongoing  Governors football tournament in Wau, Fil FC beat EL Fahal  3-2 on penalties last evening at Wau main stadium, the match went into penalties after official time ended in a goalless draw.  Onto the local south Sudan cup championship in Nyamlele,  Aweil West Black stars and GIG team ended their match in a goalless draw while in the division two competition in Warrap Nassir FC  won its match against Huria 3 nil. In Nyamlele County this evening Ayak united will ply Naivasha FC, while in Warrap, Tahrir takes on Rhino at freedom square. In basketball, the national engineers will play Melekia team in a loser’s game. In the ongoing volleyball championship in Juba, Rainbow team defeated the Rock stars 3 sets to nil. In today’s games, Bilfam warriors face Usud team at Nimra Talata volleyball court.  I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Petroleum and Mining Ministry takes in applications for investors

· Lecturers vow to continue with their strike

· Slow prosecution leaves wildlife vulnerable to poachers
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