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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Directorate of mining issues licenses to investors
· Prisons service moves to computerize its data collection
· Victims of fire outbreak in Aweil receive relief items
The Directorate of Mining is to conduct a sensitization campaign to explain the mining law to communities.

The law was enacted in 2012, and regulations for its operations were signed last week 

The Director General for Mineral Development at the Ministry of Petroleum and Mining, Cosmas Pitia Kujo, says many communities are not aware of the law. Kujo says sensitization campaigns will be conducted in the next few weeks.  

Pitia Kujo: “Up to now these laws have not reach to some places and this is what we are doing in the coming six weeks, we will be traveling to all these states trying to coordinate with them. And even in the regulation that we cannot even grant a license without consent of the local authorities and the communities. So the committee that will be recommending, of course recommending to the minister because the minister is the only person who grants licenses. So those committees include  people from the community down there, from the community , the state and the national government.”

Pitia Kujo also announced that his office is now taking applications from individuals and companies interested in mining. 

He said licensing will only be done with the consent of local authorities and the communities. 

Pitia Kujo: “South Sudan is now open for business – mining business. We have started issuing licenses right from the day the regulation was signed. We are now receiving licenses in our premises here in Tongping. We also want to tell all those who applied long time ago that their applications are not valid. We are receiving new applications now. The conditions are it should be a registered company. There are some different types of licenses; we start with reconnaissance license that is for two years. Once you finished with reconnaissance, after locating what minerals you have you can come apply for exploration license. That reconnaissance license the duration is five years and can be renewed for another two terms that is another five years making a total of 15 years.”   

More than 30 prisons officers trained in data collection have graduated in Juba.  
The 32 officers underwent a 2 week course in computerized data collection, as the prisons service moves towards computerizing its system.  

The data, including prison numbers across the country, will be fed into a central data base to monitor prisoners and prevent inmates from escaping. 

Speaking at the graduation, the Director General of prisons, Lt. Gen Abel Makoi told the graduates to perform their duties effectively. 

Lt. Gen. Makoi: “It is you people who will go to the counties in the state they will not find you in the headquarters. you must go to every county to know the registration of every inmate then you come and put them in the registration form the data is very important it is for planning, our name has been change from prisons to correction, though we don't have correction we have something called containment but we want to establish something of correction, what does correction mean, correction somebody comes in today, and goes out a different human being and it is through this statistics that we will make difference the difference will not come alone but through this data.”
The South Sudan Red Cross has started distributing clothes to the victims of Sunday’s fire in the Machar Kunyuk and Ayuang residential areas of Aweil Town, Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State.

A cooking accident is thought to be the cause of the fire that burnt dozens of households to the ground. 
branch Director for the SSRC in Northern bahr el Ghazal State, peter Kuot Dut says the distribution will be to the 108 households or 756 individuals who have been identified as being most needy. 

Peter Kuot Dut: “These people really need to be encouraged; need to be supported physiologically and also they need to be supported physically by coming together and stay with them a bit and encourage them to see life. Life is not only what has happened, live is still vast and still a head and precious things are still coming. It is good they should know God is also with them and the people are with them and this is the hope that I can encourage them to be proud and they see also the support people are bringing to them just as like their national society of Red cross is now bringing them clothes because they have seen they are lacking clothes.”
The state ministry of social development has also opened 3 centers in Aweil Town for the collection of contributions from the public. 

The ministry says they are accepting donations of food, clothes, money or anything people can afford to bring to support to those who lost their property in the fire.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Wau County in Western Bahr el Ghazal state is facing challenges accessing farming tools in the lead up to the planting season. 

The Commissioner of Wau County, Elia Kamilo, says every payam is tasked with cultivating 200 acres.

Elia Kamilo: “In the county headquarters, we have no tractors and in the new payams, no tractors. Partners that come and talk about food security, I tell them do not bring us food, bring us seeds, and bring us tools that we can use. Our land is good as you can see. The best quality watermelon comes from here and the best quality of groundnuts come from here. Tomatoes and vegetables that you see in Wau Town come from here. That is why I used to tell our brothers cattle keepers that I value my cassava and chicken the same way they value their cows. We need to understand and respect ourselves.”

Still in Western Bahr el Ghazal State, Wau County has received a new Police station. 

The facility, equipped with five offices and three detention cells was constructed by Kenyan Peacekeepers of the United Nations Mission, as part of a Quick Impact project. 

State Minister of Public service, Andrea Bawal, says the new police station will bring services closer to the people.

Andrea Bawal: “As of today all the legal cases, they will never take so many miles to go to Wau to raise cases or open cases, but they will have to report to this offices that the UNMISS have helped to build. We expect more cooperation from UNMISS not only in Ngobagari, but there are other counties that need the same help. As you have taken this as part of your mandate, we look forward for continues cooperation.”

Acting UNMISS State Coordinator in Western Bahr el Ghazal, Nwane Obahor reiterated the mission’s mandate to protect civilians.  

She noted the State’s efforts in improving security.  

Nwane Obahor: “I am glad that the people of this community prioritized their security and the fact that they have chosen this project means that they are committed to the process of creating a stable and secure environment for other project or other endeavor that they may be interesting in or undertake as person or as community.”
In regional news, the death toll from the Ebola outbreak in West Africa has passed 10,000. 
According to latest figures released by the World Health Organization, Liberia has recorded the most deaths with four thousand. 
Sierra Leone is the second worst-hit nation with just over three thousand and Guinea has recorded two thousand fatalities.  
The deadly hemorrhagic fever reached Senegal, Nigeria and Mali but was contained there.  A handful of cases have also been recorded in the United States, Spain and Britain.

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more:
Samuel Pawon: “We start with football.  In the ongoing  Governors football tournament in Wau, Fil FC beat EL Fahal  3-2 on penalties last evening at Wau main stadium, the match went into penalties after official time ended in a goalless draw.  Onto the local south Sudan cup championship in Nyamlele,  Aweil West Black stars and GIG team ended their match in a goalless draw while in the division two competition in Warrap Nassir FC  won its match against Huria 3 nil. In Nyamlele County this evening Ayak united will ply Naivasha FC, while in Warrap, Tahrir takes on Rhino at freedom square. In basketball, the national engineers will play Melekia team in a loser’s game. In the ongoing volleyball championship in Juba, Rainbow team defeated the Rock stars 3 sets to nil. In today’s games, Bilfam warriors face Usud team at Nimra Talata volleyball court.  I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Directorate of mining issues licenses to investors

· Prisons service moves to computerize its data collection

· Victims of fire outbreak in Aweil receive relief items

Radio Miraya news.
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