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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Rumbek clashes leave up to 70 dead
· European Union Parliament passes resolution on abducted children
· Government speaks out on President Bashir’s comments claiming Abyei as Sudanese territory
More than 70 people have been killed and several others are missing following a deadly clash in a cattle camp in Rumbek, Lakes State.

Youth from Rumbek East and Rumbek Center clashed with members of the Rup community in an area 40 kilometers from Rumbek town. 

The fighting lasted up to 9 hours.  

Meanwhile the second phase of a peace campaign in Lakes State is expected to start this week. 

The Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and the Sudan, also Chairperson of the Peace and Reconciliation Commission, Daniel Deng Bul will lead a delegation of youth and peace campaigners to northern parts of the state. 

The campaign launched in January, involves spreading messages of peace in villages and cattle camps.  

Archbishop Deng Bul says the team will visit areas that were not covered during the first phase of the campaign. 

Archbishop Deng Bul: “Well, you know when I went Lakes State last time, there were northern part of one of the counties in Lakes State I did not complete – this is Mapel and another place called Malek Rup. I did not finish those areas  so I am thinking of going to visit those areas and talk to the people as  I did in Rumbek East and then the Rumbek  center and then  also in Wolu and also in Chuwaibet. It’s part of the follow up – you know peace is a process. It cannot happen in a one visit. You need to make sure you follow up, so I want to make sure that I talk to everybody in Lakes State and that is reason am going back to complete the visit I did last time.”

The army says it continues to clash with opposition forces in Upper Nile State. 

SPLA spokesperson Col Phillip Auger says there has been fighting in northern parts of the State, but says details have not yet reached his desk. 

Col. Aguer: “The situation is relatively stable in the areas affected by war. Only in northern part of Upper Nile, there are clashes at the border but we don’t have the details.”

The European Parliament has signed off on a resolution calling for the release of children abducted from Wau Shilluk near Malakal in Upper Nile state. 

The resolution which passed on Friday by a majority of 600 votes to four also expressed ‘disappointment’ that the nation’s leaders have been unable to sign a peace agreement. They also voiced concern over the worsening security and humanitarian situation in the country, which they say could destabilize the whole East Africa region. 

Amongst the 18 points within the resolution, the EU also urged the African Union to release their report into the human rights abuses committed during the conflict.

It further recalled the IGAD Protocol of August 2014 which states that individuals identified by the AU commission as being responsible for serious crimes will not be eligible for participation in the Transitional Government.
Construction of a new bridge linking Juba town to Gumbo is expected to resume this week.  
Japan’s ambassador to South Sudan, Takeshi Akamatsu, said work is expected to be re-launched by President Salva Kiir on Thursday. 
The Japanese government provided 90 million dollars in January 2013 to construct the 560 meter bridge. 
Construction was suspended with the onset of the crisis in December 2013.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The government has rejected remarks attributed to Sudan’s President Omar el Bashir, claiming Abyei as part of Sudan. 

Speaking at an election rally in El Fula town of West Kordofan State last week, President Bashir is quoted as saying Abyei is Sudanese territory and vowed to link the contested area with a road network as well as the provision of basic services as soon as possible. 
Spokesperson of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawein Makol, told Radio Miraya that the status of Abyei is yet to be determined.  

Mawein Makol: “The government of South Sudan is completely rejecting those statements that Abyei is part of Sudan. In fact the visit of Bashir, if that happened, would be a violation of the protocol itself because there is no reason for Bashir to go to Abyei, when the people of Abyei are not supposed to vote in the Sudan election.  And so, Abyei should not be part of the political sketch of Sudan in this election of 2015. We are rejecting that kind of visit if that happened. Abyei is an entity that needs to be resolved; the citizens of Abyei need to decide their fate.”
Sudan is preparing to hold elections next month.  

Seventeen people abducted by suspected rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army in Western Equatoria State have been released.  
They were part of a group that was taken by the rebels in Nabiapai Boma market along the border with the Democratic Republic of Congo early this month.  
One of the attackers was killed by the ‘arrow boy’ local defence forces. 

Colonel Mayen Garang Malual, the Deputy Commander of the African Union Regional Task Force based in Yambio says security forces are still pursuing the attackers. 
He says the task force is working on increasing numbers along the border. 

Garang Malual: “You see our forces are at the border, because we have stations but when we scatter our forces along the area, militarily it will be difficult to give the logistics. That is why we are in one place and we have personnel who are supposed to give us information, then we quickly go inside Nabiapai. Also it is not we alone who are operating against the LRA. All the other forces of the four countries are involved”. 

A clean-up campaign has been re-launched in Juba.  

The campaign was initially launched 16 months ago in a bid to keep the national capital clean.  

It was re-launched over the weekend by the Juba City Council in collaboration with the Japanese government through its Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Japanese peacekeepers of the United Nations Mission. 

Juba City mayor Christopher Sarafino Wani Swaka says citizens must be aware of the importance of cleanliness.                 

Wani Swaka: 
“The problem of waste in Juba is not because Juba is not being cleaned but the problem is the attitude of the people. For us to change the attitude of the people, basically we have to create awareness. We as the government of the city – the Juba City Council – we appreciate that fact that our people do not have the sense of owning the whole thing about waste. They did not own to become part of it and of cause they know that waste is not something good because if you go to their houses you get their houses are clean but what they do is to the bring the waste and put it beside the road.”
Prisons authorities say the identity of prisoners must be kept confidential.  

As a result, journalist visits to the prisons have been restricted to protect the inmates from exposure.  

The Director General of the prisons service, Abel Makoi says the measure is to protect the inmates when they return to their communities, when they have completed their sentences.  

Gen.  Makoi: “You don’t even make the name of the prisoner to be in the air and that’s why we don’t admit the media into prisons because we do not want them to be known because if you bare known your face is known then they say oh yes he is a criminal whereas you have come in by mistake and you will come out as a good citizen also that can do anything in this nation so you must be secretive in what you are doing in your job make it secret, don’t talk about it”.

Lt Gen. Makoi was speaking at the graduation of 32 prisons officers who completed a two week course in computerized data collection.  The officers will be responsible for feeding inmate data into a central data base.  

In foreign news, at least 45 people have been killed in an early morning raid on a village in Central Nigeria.  

Unidentified gunmen armed with Kalashnikov rifles attacked Egba village in Benue state, killing women and children. 

Clashes between herdsmen from the Fulani ethnic group and farmers over grazing rights have plagued Central Nigeria. 

Police put the death toll at 45 although local authorities say as many as 81 people were killed.  No arrests have been made.  

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with a round up.

Samuel Pawon: “We start with football.  Zalzal FC secured a 4-2 win over Simba In the opening match of the local south Sudan cup in Juba last evening.  In Torit, Hilal beat Imatong 3-2 at freedom square while Nile stars defeated Young stars 2-1.  At the Lobong pitch still in Eastern Equatoria, Red Bull beat Equatorial United 1-nil. In Lainya, Sunrise and Flying Eagles made it to the quarter finals of the south Sudan cup after a 5-3 win over spear model FC and 2-nil victory over Kenyi Boys team, while at yei freedom square yei central moved onto the quarter finals of the local south Sudan cup after beating Rockland 3-nil and super stars went through after 3-1 win over Mahad.  In the ongoing Governors football tournament in Wau, Hilal team made it to the finals after beating salam 2-nil, Gazala is also through to the finals after a 5-4 victory over Fil at Wau main stadium. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Rumbek clashes leave up to 70 dead

· European Union Parliament passes resolution on abducted children

· Government speaks out on President Bashir’s comments claiming Abyei as Sudanese territory

Radio Miraya news.
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