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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Death toll from Rumbek clashes rises to 80
· Government speaks out on President Bashir’s comments claiming Abyei as Sudanese territory
· Students sit for the Sudan Secondary School examinations in Juba

The death toll from weekend clashes in Rumbek, Lakes State has risen from 70 to 84.

Several other people are missing following the deadly clash in a cattle camp.

Youth from Rumbek East and Rumbek Center clashed with members of the Rup community in an area 40 kilometers from Rumbek town. 

The fighting lasted up to 9 hours.  

Meanwhile the second phase of a peace campaign in Lakes State is expected to start this week. 

The Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and the Sudan, also Chairperson of the Peace and Reconciliation Commission, Daniel Deng Bul will lead a delegation of youth and peace campaigners to northern parts of the state. 

The campaign launched in January, involves spreading messages of peace in villages and cattle camps.  

Archbishop Deng Bul says the team will visit areas that were not covered during the first phase of the campaign. 

Archbishop Deng Bul: “Well, you know when I went Lakes State last time, there were northern part of one of the counties in Lakes State I did not complete – this is Mapel and another place called Malek Rup. I did not finish those areas  so I am thinking of going to visit those areas and talk to the people as  I did in Rumbek East and then the Rumbek  center and then  also in Wolu and also in Chuwaibet. It’s part of the follow up – you know peace is a process. It cannot happen in a one visit. You need to make sure you follow up, so I want to make sure that I talk to everybody in Lakes State and that is reason am going back to complete the visit I did last time.”

The army reports continued clashes with opposition forces in Upper Nile State. 

SPLA spokesperson Col Phillip Auger says there has been fighting in northern parts of the State, but he did not give much details. 

Col. Aguer: “The situation is relatively stable in the areas affected by war. Only in northern part of Upper Nile there were clashes at the border but we don’t have the details.”

The government has rejected remarks attributed to Sudan’s President Omar el Bashir, claiming Abyei as part of Sudan. 

Speaking at an election rally in El Fula town of West Kordofan State last week, President Bashir is quoted as saying Abyei is Sudanese territory and vowed to link the contested area with a road network as well as the provision of basic services as soon as possible. 

Spokesperson of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawein Makol, told Radio Miraya that the status of Abyei is yet to be determined.  

Mawein Makol: “The government of South Sudan is completely rejecting those statements that Abyei is part of Sudan. In fact the visit of Bashir, if that happened, would be a violation of the protocol itself because there is no reason for Bashir to go to Abyei, when the people of Abyei are not supposed to vote in the Sudan election.  And so, Abyei should not be part of the political sketch of Sudan in this election of 2015. We are rejecting that kind of visit if that happened. Abyei is an entity that needs to be resolved; the citizens of Abyei need to decide their fate.”

Sudan is preparing to hold elections next month.  
You can listen to the full interview with Mawien on the Miraya Breakfast Show tomorrow. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
More than 80 students in Juba have today begun sitting the Sudan Secondary School Certificate examinations.  

The 87 students are writing the papers at Hamdan bin Rashid School. 
Sudan’s Ambassador to South Sudan, Matriff Siddig, says the exam center was opened to allow more students sit the exams.  
Ambassador Siddig says more centers will be opened in the future.  

Ambassador Siddig: “We have many centres outside Sudan, and all students in the world taking this exam sit for it at this moment. The exams started today with Islamic and Christian Religion. We wish all the best for our students who are sitting for Sudan School Certificate, and this is one of the areas of collaboration between Sudan and South Sudan as well as with many other countries in the world so that the opportunity is availed for those who want to obtain as Sudanese Certificate and continue studies at Sudanese universities.” 

Mr. Lul Ruai Dhol, the Director General for Examinations in the Ministry of Education said the Ministry is working to ensure the students who pass are admitted to Sudanese universities.  

Lul Ruai Dhol: “They will have a special consideration because and they are Southerners, therefore, there will be a mechanism agreed by the two countries. Yes, they are South Sudanese but they have studies under a Sudanese curriculum and they might be admitted in a form of mission or through a specific criterion as there is specification in this area. But I can say there will be a special consideration as these students differ from the rest.”

Construction of a new bridge linking Juba town to Gumbo is expected to resume this week.  

Japan’s ambassador to South Sudan, Takeshi Akamatsu said work is expected to be re-launched by President Salva Kiir on Thursday. 

The Japanese government provided 90 million dollars in January 2013 to construct the 560 meter bridge. 

Construction was suspended with the onset of the crisis in December 2013.  

In foreign news, at least 45 people have been killed in an early morning raid on a village in Central Nigeria.  

Unidentified gunmen armed with Kalashnikov rifles attacked Egba village in Benue state, killing women and children. 

Clashes between herdsmen from the Fulani ethnic group and farmers over grazing rights have plagued Central Nigeria. 

Police put the death toll at 45 although local authorities say as many as 81 people were killed.  No arrests have been made.  

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with a round up.

Samuel Pawon: “We start with football.  Zalzal FC secured a 4-2 win over Simba In the opening match of the local south Sudan cup in Juba last evening.  In Torit, Hilal beat Imatong 3-2 at freedom square while Nile stars defeated Young stars 2-1.  At the Lobong pitch still in Eastern Equatoria, Red Bull beat Equatorial United 1-nil. In Lainya, Sunrise and Flying Eagles made it to the quarter finals of the south Sudan cup after a 5-3 win over spear model FC and 2-nil victory over Kenyi Boys team, while at Yei Freedom Square, Yei Central moved onto the quarter finals of the local south Sudan cup after beating Rockland 3-nil and super stars went through after 3-1 win over Mahad.  In the ongoing Governors football tournament in Wau, Hilal team made it to the finals after beating Salam 2-nil, Gazala is also through to the finals after a 5-4 victory over Fil at Wau main stadium. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Death toll from Rumbek clashes rises to 80

· Government speaks out on President Bashir’s comments claiming Abyei as Sudanese territory

· Students sit for the Sudan Secondary School examinations in Juba

Radio Miraya news.
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