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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Five killed in latest clashes in Rumbek, Lakes State

· African Union distances itself from leaked report on South Sudan
· President Kiir public rally set for tomorrow – Wednesday
At least five people are feared dead in latest clashes in Rumbek, Lakes State. 

Sources say youth from the Pakam community clashed with a group of youth from Ruop in Rumbek Central.  

The clashes are said to have occurred yesterday at a place called Korado – one day after up to 80 people were killed in a deadly clash in a cattle camp in Rumbek.  The weekend clashes involved communities from Rumbek and Ruop. 

Authorities of Panyijar County, Unity State are considering setting up temporary administrative bases in Lakes State to assist communities affected by the conflict. 

The commissioner of Panyijar County and the Deputy SPLM Chairperson in Unity State are in Lakes State to follow up on setting up the units in Amongpiny, Yirol and Rumbek. 

Unity State Information Minister Peter Makuoth Malual says the bases will coordinate payment of salaries and provision of services for the people of Panyijar.  He says the bases will also encourage peaceful co-existence between neighboring communities.  

Peter Makuoth Malual: “We are planning to set up temporary administration in Rumbek, somewhere in Amongpiny payam and also in Rumbek Centre and then also Nyang and Adior at Yirol East. This is a plan and we had that plan together so that we also want to come and also meet our community and talk to them and also try to encourage them about the peace and what is going on. We really when to build this trust between those two communities, the Nuer community coming from Unity State and also communities of Rumbek Centre and Yirol East.”
The African Union (AU) has disassociated itself from a leaked Human Rights Report on South Sudan. 

The report that came out two weeks ago, was very critical of both the government and the opposition regarding human rights abuses committed during the ongoing conflict. Reech Malual has more in this report.

Reech Malual: “In a statement released on Monday, the Chairperson of the African Union Commission Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma stated that the so-called ‘report’ that is said to have been leaked is not that of the Commission of Inquiry.  The Chairperson further reassures the public, especially, the South Sudanese citizens that the report of the Commission of Inquiry has not been publicly released to anyone, and will only be released after consideration by the AU Peace and Security Council. It is not clear where the report came from and who leaked it. It was feared that the release of the report could jeopardize ongoing negotiations and place at risk the people named as informants. The AU Commission of enquiry headed by former Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo completed inquiry into human rights abuses committed during the conflict and submitted their final report during the 24th AU Summit of Heads of State and Government, held in Addis Ababa on the 29 January. The AU Peace and Security Council deferred the consideration of the report to a later date. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya news.”  

The information office of the SPLM party has announced that a rally to be addressed by President Salva Kiir will be held on Wednesday.  

The President was scheduled to address citizens last week, to brief them on the peace process. The event has now been set for tomorrow.  Ramadhan Mohamad, the SPLM Secretary for Information says all preparations are in place.

Ramadhan Mohamed: “The rally was postponed for better arrangement, but now we are ready and everything is in place and we are just waiting for the people to come and attend – nothing more than that. I want to make it clear that there is no disagreement between us and anybody in this town, it was just arrangements because the rally will be addressed by the President who is the chairperson of the party and security on that day will be in place – so there should be no worries about that.”
The government says ongoing efforts to lobby against proposed sanctions are bearing fruit.  

Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin has returned from a month-long trip where he has been lobbying and engaging the international community against the proposed restrictions. He says the government’s position is largely understood.  

Barnaba Marial Benjamin: “I think we are successful. We are being understood. Now these sanctions are senseless. They don’t make any meaning at all. Why do you need a sanction at the same time you are growing saying that there is a humanitarian disaster in South Sudan and at the same time you can enforce sanctions? You will make the situation worse because the ordinary people will suffer. What South Sudan needs now is to help it go through its peace process – that is what the south needs; to help, not to punish. We always say this and I think the international community has got this clear.”
Last week the Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Peter Bashir Bandi told the diplomatic community in Juba that the sanctions would not help the peace process. 

The UN Security Council recently passed a resolution to enforce targeted sanctions if the government and the opposition do not reach a peace deal.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Japanese government has pledged to contribute just over four million US dollars towards improving the livelihoods of the internally displaced people in Awerial County of Lakes State. 

The project, to be implemented by the United Nations Operation Programmes (UNOPS), includes building a drainage system and a port at Minkaman IDPs’ camp. 

The camp is hosting more than 100,000 registered IDPs who fled fighting in neighboring Jonglei State. The river port due to be constructed in Minkaman is meant to facilitate movement of humanitarian items into the area.  

Aiko Hino is a project manager at the UN Operations Programme.

Aiko Hino: “It is starting at the beginning of April this year and the period of the project is one year so it should be ending at the end of march 2016 they are in need in terms of improving of their living conditions hopefully this project will contribute to their restoring of the dignity of life for south Sudanese people in the area.”
A ‘back to learning’ campaign has been launched in Aweil town of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State.  

The campaign aims to enroll 40,000 children who were forced out of school by the conflict.  The campaign is being conducted by the state Ministry of Education with support from UN Children’s organization- UNICEF.  

The agency and its partners will over the next one year train 400 teachers and construct 100 temporary classrooms in various places across the state.  

Speaking at the launch of the campaign, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Education Minister, Valentino Achak Deng said the campaign targets both girls and boys.  

Valentino Achak Deng: “Of the 40,000, there should be students from the age category of 3-18 years old. Out of the targeted children, should be 24, 000 boys and 16, 000 girls. Our goal as the state ministry of education is to facilitate this effort in conjunction with our partners, UNICEF and all the UN development partners.”
Meanwhile the Acting State Coordinator of the UN Mission in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Numa Shams called on the authorities to give equal opportunities to all the children regardless of their sex. 

Numa Shams: “I would like to use today’s event as an opportunity to reaffirm the commitment of the UN and partners to make sure that no child is left behind in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. I also want to emphasize the fact that all children regardless of their sex should have equal opportunities to have a bright future. All must go back to learning.”

In regional news, Nigeria's military says it has retaken the north-eastern town of Bama from the Islamist military group Boko Haram.

The Nigerian army says a large number of militants were killed and a "mopping up" operation is continuing in the second largest town in Borno state.

Media reports say Boko Haram was reportedly also ousted from Goniri, its last base in neighboring Yobe state. The group wants to impose Islamist rule and recently joined the Islamic State militants based in Syria and Iraq. More than 13,000 people have been killed since 2009.

In local sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more

Samuel Pawon: “We start with results of the South Sudan football cup competition taking place at different locations across the country.  In Juba, Juba City FC have advanced to the next stage of the competition after beating Nujum team 4-3 at Juba stadium last evening. In Eastern Equatoria, Torit United beat Burkan 2-nil at freedom square while at the Lobong pitch Melekia and Horse united ended their match in a 1 all draw. In Kuajok Warrap state, Salam FC defeated Black Coke 5-3. In today’s matches, Huria faces Nyakuron at Juba stadium, while in Torit, Kenity FC take on Rabita. Still in Torit, Kuku stars will play Red stars and in Kuajok, Tahrir faces Kuajok United. Onto the division one football tournament in Abyei , Ngok FC and Tahrir ended their match in a 1 all draw. Today, Merikh team take on Salam at the Agok playground. In Wau, Gazala play Hilal in the final match of the governor’s cup.  While in Yambio, Villa United FC was crowned champs of the George Costa football tournament after a 4-3 win over Nile city. The match played at Budwaye stadium went into penalties after regular time ended in a 1-all draw.  I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

And, UN Women is pushing for the inclusion of more girls and women in sporting activities.  

The head of UN Women, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka says sports plays an important role in uplifting girls and demonstrating their ability to conquer adversities. 

The head of the UN Women’s agency says working for equality between men and women has been a marathon. She says significant progress has been made since a Platform for Action was adopted in Beijing, China - 20 years ago. 

Mlambo-Ngcuka: "The Beijing Platform recognized the many benefits of sports and physical education for women and girls. The importance of sports for girls also affirms excellence in girls and helps to uplift girls sometimes in situations where they are fighting against all odds but their talent shines through and through that, they are able to conquer adversities. Yet, with all of the achievements by many girls around the world, gender stereotypes still exist." 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Five killed in latest clashes in Rumbek, Lakes State

· African Union distances itself from leaked report on South Sudan

· President Kiir public rally set for tomorrow, Wednesday
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