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Good evening. It is 5 o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Government announces tomorrow as normal working day
· Citizens of Pibor administrative protest against the suspension of road construction
· National youth union sets dates for general elections
The Ministry of labor says tomorrow, Wednesday, is a normal working day.  
The Undersecretary in the labor ministry, Helen Achiro, has released a statement saying it is not a public holiday on account of the Presidential rally. 
The statement says staff will be released to join the procession at the John Garang Mausoleum and should report back to work by 2 o’clock in the afternoon. 

Secondary school students have been asked to join the rally, while primary and nursery schools are required to remain in class. 

The Information office of the SPLM party announced that President Salva Kiir will address citizens on the peace process.  

Ramadhan Mohamad, the SPLM secretary for information says all preparations are in place.
Ramadhan Mohamed: “The rally was postponed for better arrangement, but now we are ready and everything is in place and we are just waiting for the people to come and attend – nothing more than that.  I want to make it clear that there is no disagreement between us and anybody in this town, it was just arrangement because the rally will be addressed by the President who is the chairperson of the party and security on that day will be in place – so there should be no worries about that.”
Humanitarian access to areas in need of assistance has steadily improved.  
The UN Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer says over the past few weeks, road convoys have been able to access communities in different parts of the country.  

Toby Lanzer: “Just to give you concrete example yesterday the World Food Programme had a convoy of 50 tracks that made into South Sudan from Sudan. And this sort of collaboration is a real signal of solidarity with the people of South Sudan.  Until the middle of June, we will be trying to deliver 300,000 metric tons of relief items to different locations throughout South Sudan for the people of this country.”
Citizens of the Pibor administrative area held a peaceful demonstration today, protesting against the suspension of construction work of the road linking the area to Central Equatoria State.  

The Council of Ministers passed a resolution last Friday, suspending construction of the Juba-Pibor road, over fears that the construction may have a negative impact on wildlife in the Bandingilo National Park. 

Pibor County Commissioner Nakori Kalega told radio Miraya that the citizens went out peacefully on the streets because the road is crucial to their livelihoods.
Nakori Kalega: “Citizens of Pibor and any one from Pibor, Gumuruk, Likuangole and Fertet counties went out in a peaceful demonstration against the order from Council of Ministers regarding the closure of the road coming from Jagour – Ayeing through the desert to Greater Pibor. The council on Friday ordered the closure and it is closed now. The citizens of Pibor know that if this road is closed then they are going to face difficulties. They need this road to be open.”  

Thousands of citizens gathered in the main town in Pibor saying that the road is needed to improve and develop the Greater Pibor area.

Vox pops
· “This road is road is the only one we are surviving from. Now Pibor is becoming ok because of this road. For anyone to say I want to close this road, we will not agree on that.”
· “Our road was for what, it’s for our Children, for our sick people and this road is for our food. We want to say as women of greater Pibor, we want that desert road to be open from six to six unless its closed because of rain, but if no rain this road should be open.”
· The reason they said because of wildlife or something like that but Juba-Bor road has hunting and so does the Juba-Torit road but nothing happened there. What we want as youth of Pibor administrative area we want only the development to happen to link the center to the people and the administrative.”      
The National Youth Union has announced its general elections for next week.  

Youth delegates from across the country will convene in Juba from the 24th to the 26th of this month to elect representatives. 

The chairperson of the national youth union steering committee Lam Tungwar says they expect a total of 165 delegates from the 10 States and the two administrative areas of Abyei and Pibor.  

Tungwar says 50 representatives of political parties and other organizations will also cast their votes.  

He says the executives elected will be responsible for running youth affairs for the next four years.  
Lam Tungwar: “Finally to convene the convention to elect the prominent youth body that will run the youth affairs politically, socially and economically for the next four years this press statement is to inform the youth across the country and in diaspora that the preparatory committee has now met the necessary preparation for the upcoming first national youth convention 2015 which will be on the 24 to 26 of march 2015 which will take place at freedom hall in Juba.”
At least five people are feared dead in latest clashes in Rumbek, Lakes State. 

Sources say youth from the Pakam community clashed with a group of youth from Ruop in Rumbek Central.  

The clashes are said to have occurred yesterday at a place called Korado – one day after up to 80 people were killed in a deadly clash in a cattle camp in Rumbek.  

The weekend clashes involved communities from Rumbek and Ruop. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The UN refugee agency is relocating more than 50,000 South Sudanese refugees from flood-prone areas of western Ethiopia ahead of the start of the rainy season in late April.

The refugees are being moved from the Leitchuor and Nip Nip refugee camps in the Gambella region.

Last year, in August, both camps were severely hit by floodwaters during unusually heavy seasonal rains, which caused the Baro River to burst its banks.

The first group of 377 refugees left for the eight hour journey with a security escort yesterday. 

Authorities of Panyijar County, Unity State are considering setting up temporary administrative bases in Lakes State to assist communities affected by the conflict. 

The commissioner of Panyijar County and the Deputy SPLM Chairperson in Unity State are in Lakes State to follow up on setting up the units in Amongpiny, Yirol and Rumbek. 

Unity State Information Minister Peter Makuoth Malual says the bases will coordinate payment of salaries and provision of services for the people of Panyijar.  He says the bases will also encourage peaceful co-existence between neighboring communities.  

Peter Makuoth Malual: “We are planning to set up temporary administration in Rumbek, somewhere in Amongpiny payam and also in Rumbek Centre and then also Nyang and Adior at Yirol East. This is a plan and we had that plan together so that we also want to come and also meet our community and talk to them and also try to encourage them about the peace and what is going on. We really when to build this trust between those two communities, the Nuer community coming from Unity State and also communities of Rumbek Centre and Yirol East.”

In regional news, Nigeria's military says it has retaken the north-eastern town of Bama from the Islamist military group Boko Haram.

The Nigerian army says a large number of militants were killed and a "mopping up" operation is continuing in the second largest town in Borno state.

Media reports say Boko Haram was reportedly also ousted from Goniri, its last base in neighboring Yobe state. 

The group wants to impose Islamist rule and recently joined the Islamic State militants based in Syria and Iraq.
More than 13,000 people have been killed since 2009.

In local sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more

Samuel Pawon: “We start with results of the South Sudan football cup competition taking place at different locations across the country.  In Juba, Juba City FC have advanced to the next stage of the competition after beating Nujum team 4-3 at Juba stadium last evening. In Eastern Equatoria, Torit United beat Burkan 2-nil at freedom square while at the Lobong pitch Melekia and Horse united ended their match in a 1 all draw. In Kuajok Warrap state, Salam FC defeated Black Coke 5-3. In today’s matches, Huria faces Nyakuron at Juba stadium, while in Torit, Kenity FC take on Rabita. Still in Torit, Kuku stars will play Red stars and in Kuajok, Tahrir faces Kuajok United. Onto the division one football tournament in Abyei , Ngok FC and Tahrir ended their match in a 1 all draw. Today, Merikh team take on Salam at the Agok playground. In Wau, Gazala play Hilal in the final match of the governor’s cup.  While in Yambio, Villa United FC was crowned champs of the George Costa football tournament after a 4-3 win over Nile city. The match played at Budwaye stadium went into penalties after regular time ended in a 1-all draw.  I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Government announces tomorrow as normal working day

· Citizens of Pibor administrative protest against the suspension of road construction

· National youth union sets dates for general elections

Radio Miraya news.
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