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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· President Kiir assures citizens of peace
· UN Humanitarian Coordinator raises concern over economic outlook
· Lakes State amalgamates schools to cater for students in insecure areas
President Salva Kiir has called on citizens to be patient with the peace process. 
Addressing a crowd of thousands at the John Garang Mausoleum, the President said he is ready to negotiate peace with opposition leader Riek Machar anywhere in order to bring peace to the war torn country.  

President Kiir also directed the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning to mobilize non-oil revenues to improve the economic situation of the country.

President says oil prices are likely to remain low for some time due to low oil prices in the world market.

The UN Mission in South Sudan is stepping up security at its base in Unity state after a mortar shell dropped inside its perimeter wall yesterday.  

The shell dropped during renewed fighting between government and opposition forces on Monday. 

Regular Patrols and deployment are being put in place to create a peaceful atmosphere for the people seeking safety inside the base.  

UNMISS Spokesperson Ariane Quentier says no casualties were reported in the Monday shelling

Ariane Quentier: “The UN has to be respected (for) the sanctity of its assets and installations and staff personnel but also let’s never forget that the civilians are in our bases because they were feeling physical threats to their lives so it’s not a good thing. It’s a very bad thing. We have been increasing what we call force protection not only to accompany upon request convoys in areas that are hard to reach but also to increase the number of patrols around our protection of civilian site and compound to help foster a safe and secure environment but also to increase the number of patrolling inside towns.”

Fighting has also been reported in areas of Upper Nile over the past few days.  

Reports say clashes have occurred in areas around Renk.  

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer this week confirmed fighting in northern parts of the State.  

The United States government warns that a lack of accountability for atrocities, committed during the conflict could hamper peace efforts.  

US Ambassador to the United Nations Samantha Power says the scale of sexual and gender based violence and child soldier recruitment needs to be addressed before peace is achieved. 

Power says until an accountability mechanism is in place, it will be difficult to attain peace and trust.  

The UN Security Council on Tuesday discussed South Sudan, urging the African Union to publicly release a report on Human Rights violations committed during the conflict.

Humanitarian access to areas in need of assistance has steadily improved.  
The UN Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer says over the past few weeks, road convoys have been able to access communities in different parts of the country.  
Toby Lanzer: “Just to give you a concrete example, yesterday the World Food Programme had a convoy of 50 trucks that made it into South Sudan from Sudan. And this sort of collaboration is a real signal of solidarity with the people of South Sudan. Until the middle of June, we will be trying to deliver 300,000 metric tons of relief items to different locations throughout South Sudan for the people of this country.”
Speaking on the economic situation, the UN Humanitarian coordinator said he was concerned about the economic trends. He noted that revenues from oil production have gone down by more than 70 percent, on account of falling global prices and the ongoing conflict.  

Toby Lanzer: “So what the state of South Sudan receives in petroleum industry receipts is down by 75%. This makes it very difficult for the institutions of the state to function, to pay their bills and to pay salaries. It also raises the temptation to print money. Printing money when there is nothing to back the value of that currency usually leads to hyperinflation. And if that were to occur in South Sudan, we would be in an ever-more grave situation.”    
Citizens of the Pibor administrative area held a peaceful demonstration on Tuesday, protesting against the suspension of construction work of the road linking the area to Central Equatoria State.  

The Council of Ministers passed a resolution last Friday, suspending construction of the Juba-Pibor road, over fears that the construction may have a negative impact on wildlife in the Bandingilo National Park. 

Pibor county commissioner, Nakori Kalega told Radio Miraya that the citizens went out peacefully on the streets because the road is crucial to their livelihoods.
Thousands of citizens gathered in the main town in Pibor saying that the road is needed to improve and develop the Greater Pibor area.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Speaker of Central Equatoria State Assembly is urging the State Government to introduce allowances to top up on wages and salaries of civil servants in the state.

Naphtali Hassan Gale made the comments at the opening of the State Legislative Assembly on Tuesday.  

Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha was at the opening and now reports.  

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Speaking at the opening of the 6th session of the State Parliament, speaker Gale said civil servants are facing financial problems due to the rising economic conditions yet their salaries remain low. Gale is also appealing to the State Government to recruit enough trained teachers and health professionals to improve service delivery in Central Equatoria.”
Naphtali Hassan Gale: “All of us are aware of the situation of this country. That the value of our money has depreciated terribly. It is very important that this issue of salary is reviewed. And if not reviewed because it will need a national policy then the state government should sit down and introduce allowances to support our civil servants.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The speaker has also expressed concern over the rising cases of robbery, rape, murder and mysterious disappearance of civilians in Juba and across the State.”
Sworo Charles Elisha: “Meanwhile the Governor of Central Equatoria State Clement Wani Konga said the State Government has constituted a court to try the murderers of 10 people who were killed in the Tali area in December last year.”
Clement Wani Konga: “The State Government has constituted a mechanism of resolving these problems for example for the incident of Tali, a special court was established to try the culprits who were apprehended. The court was established by the Chief Justice with membership of chiefs from Terekeka County and Yirol West County respectively. The court shall become functional once it takes oath and this shall be very soon.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Konga says despite the economic hardship facing the state, the construction of 12 schools-  both primary and secondary is nearly complete. Konga lauded the Commissioner of Terekeka County for hiring  teachers from Uganda and for the establishment of 13 community centres in the county. I am Sworo Charles Elisha, reporting for radio Miraya news.”
The Mayor of Juba City is warning water companies against increasing prices. 

Some bottling companies have over the past few days hiked their prices from 1 pound to 2 pounds for a small bottle of water. 

Juba Mayor Christopher Sarafino Wani met with the water companies and resolved that they should stick to their original prices. 

Sarafino Wani: “Now we have agreed that a package of water from the factory should be selling at 20 Pounds to give the retailers that small margin that they can be able to make profit. We came out very clearly that anyone who will be charging a bottle of water over one SSP then they are actually committing a crime. Because as we said the price of water in this city is influence – that is why the government is ready to intervene in to ensure that these bottlers get the LC, so that at least they can be able to make small margin of profit that they are making while delivering this noble service of giving clean water to the people. Anybody, out there who is selling at 2 pounds they are actually selling against the law.”

The Ministry of Education in Lakes State is amalgamating schools to cater for learning centers in areas affected by insecurity. 

Students from 19 schools have been relocated and reassigned to attend lessons in schools located in more peaceful areas. 

The schools affected are in Rumbek Central, East and North, Yirol West and Cueibet counties.  

The amalgamation has been done in accordance with a resolution adopted by the State Council of Ministers.  

And in foreign news, two Dutch UN Peacekeepers have died after a helicopter crashed in northern Mali.  

The Dutch Defence Ministry says initial investigations point to an accident.  

The crashed occurred during a military exercise in the northern town of Gao.  
In sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more:
Samuel Pawon: “We start with results of the South Sudan football cup competition taking place across the country. In Juba, Juba Huraia FC has advanced to the next stage of the competition after beating Nyakuron team 2-1 at Juba stadium last evening. In Eastern Equatoria State, Rabita beat Kenite 2-1 at Freedom Square while at the Lobong pitch Kuku stars secure the match points after a 2-nil victory over Red Stars. In Yei County, Yei United defeated Black Eagles 2-1. Meanwhile, Nyamlel County of Aweil West GLU team beat Nujum 5-nil and in Warrap State, Kuajok United beat Tahrir 3-nil. In today’s matches, Talanga faces St. Bakita at Juba stadium, while in Torit, Ematonge FC take on Equatoria United at Freedom Square. Still in Torit, Jazeera FC will play Lebati and in Yei Rainbow faces Nassir; meanwhile Merikh FC will play against Nile United at Kuajok Freedom Square and in Nyamlel, Aweil West Upper Island faces Jazeera team. And Gazala team has been crowned champs for the governor’s cup after beating Hilala FC 4-3 on penalties last evening at Wau Main Stadium. The game went into penalties after regular time ended in a 1-all draw. Onto the division one football tournament in Abyei, Nile Abthok beat Olympic 5-1 at Agok pitch. In basketball,  Black Stars won the first round of the playoffs stage against Nimra Talata by 69-64 points at Nimra Talata at Juba Basketball Stadium. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· President Kiir assures citizens of peace

· UN Humanitarian Coordinator raises concern over economic outlook

· Lakes State amalgamates schools to cater for students in insecure areas

Radio Miraya news.
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