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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· President Kiir calls for patience over the peace process.  

· UN Humanitarian coordinator raises concern over economic outlook

· Rumbek commissioner given seven days to recover stolen cattle
President Salva Kiir Mayardit has asked the people of South Sudan not to be discouraged by the slow pace of the peace negotiations.

Addressing a crowd of thousands at the John Garang Mausoleum today, the President said he is ready to negotiate peace with opposition leader Riek Machar anywhere - in order to bring peace to the war torn country.  

Miraya’s reporter Sworo Charles Elisha has been following the story and now reports.

Sworo Charles: “President Salva Kiir explained that the delay in the negotiations has been because of sticking issues regarding power sharing and make up of a transitional government of national unity.  He spoke of suggestions to create two armies and executive powers of the prime minister. The President expressed the government’s commitment to ending the conflict and appealed for the support of the international community.”
President: Salva Kiir: “I don’t want anybody to be discouraged because of the situation we have experienced and I am therefore calling upon all of you; political parties, faith-based organizations, civil society organizations, artists, business community, farmers, youth, women and chiefs not despair but to join me and my government in the efforts to unify the internal front through national dialogue, forgiveness and reconciliation and building consensus.”

Sworo Charles: “The President thanked the South Sudanese for their patience during the hardship in the country.”
President Salva Kiir: “I am ready to negotiate peace with Riek Machar anywhere and anytime appointed by the IGAD or AU. But while I very much appreciate the effort of the international community to bring peace, I am disappointed in the mobilization by members of the international community to impose sanctions on South Sudan.”

Sworo Charles: “On the economic situation, President Kiir directed the Ministry of Finance to mobilize non-oil revenues to improve the economic situation of the country.”
President Salva Kiir: “My message to all of you people of South Sudan is that we need to stand together. I know the hardships are biting but we tell the Ministry of Finance to double all the efforts in mobilizing non-oil revenues and use wisely for making our economy to function, particularly investment in agriculture and facilitating credit sector firms who are interested in agriculture.”

Sworo Charles: “He made a rallied call on the population to take on agriculture to cut down on food imports. I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
The UN Mission in South Sudan is stepping up security at its base in Unity state after a mortar shell dropped inside its perimeter wall yesterday.  

The shell dropped during renewed fighting between government and opposition forces on Monday. 

Regular Patrols and deployment are being put in place to create a peaceful atmosphere for the people seeking safety inside the base.  

UNMISS Spokesperson Ariane Quentier says no casualties were reported in the Monday shelling

Ariane Quentier: “The UN has to be respected (for) the sanctity of its assets and installations and staff personnel but also let’s never forget that the civilians are in our bases because they were feeling physical threats to their lives so it’s not a good thing. It’s a very bad thing. We have been increasing what we call force protection not only to accompany upon request convoys in areas that are hard to reach but also to increase the number of patrols around our protection of civilian site and compound to help foster a safe and secure environment but also to increase the number of patrolling inside towns.”

The United States government warns that a lack of accountability for atrocities, committed during the conflict could hamper peace efforts.  

US Ambassador to the United Nations Samantha Power says the scale of sexual and gender based violence and child soldier recruitment needs to be addressed before peace is achieved. 

Power says until an accountability mechanism is in place, it will be difficult to attain peace and trust.  

The UN Security Council on Tuesday discussed South Sudan, urging the African Union to publicly release a report on Human Rights violations committed during the conflict.

Humanitarian access to areas in need of assistance has steadily improved.  

The UN Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer says over the past few weeks, road convoys have been able to access communities in different parts of the country.  

Toby Lanzer: “Just to give you a concrete example, yesterday the World Food Programme had a convoy of 50 trucks that made it into South Sudan from Sudan. And this sort of collaboration is a real signal of solidarity with the people of South Sudan. Until the middle of June, we will be trying to deliver 300,000 metric tons of relief items to different locations throughout South Sudan for the people of this country.”

Speaking on the economic situation, the UN Humanitarian coordinator said he was concerned about the economic trends. He noted that revenues from oil production have gone down by more than 70 percent, on account of falling global prices and the ongoing conflict.  

Toby Lanzer: “So what the state of South Sudan receives in petroleum industry receipts is down by 75%. This makes it very difficult for the institutions of the state to function, to pay their bills and to pay salaries. It also raises the temptation to print money. Printing money when there is nothing to back the value of that currency usually leads to hyperinflation. And if that were to occur in South Sudan, we would be in an ever-more grave situation.”    

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
In Lakes State, the commissioners of Rumbek North, East and Central Counties have been directed to disengage their communities from further attacks.  

This comes after youth of the Pakam and Kuei sections of Rumbek North and Central mobilized themselves against the Ruop community on Sunday.  

Up to 80 people were killed and several heads of cattle looted in that attack.  A security meeting chaired by the Caretaker Governor has directed the three commissioners to ensure no further attacks are carried out. 

 In a separate directive, the commissioner of Rumbek North has been given seven days to recover the stolen cattle. 

Jok Ayoum Majak is the Minister of Local Government and Law Enforcement Agency.  

Jok Ayoum Majak: “The information that we heard is that Rumbek North Community who are civilians – Gelweng plus Nyang and Amothnhom – are mobilizing themselves around Malek payam, so we are now in the police club, sitting as the security committee. We are arranging to send the three commissioners with forces and Chiefs of Rumbek North, Chiefs of Nyang and Amothnhom such that they go and disperse those people. The other thing is that we are sending commissioner and chiefs also to go and return those cattle – we have given them seven days only”. 

Jur River County in Western Bahr el Ghazal State has received a new police post and water station. 

The police post is equipped with five offices and three detention cells constructed by Kenyan peacekeepers of the United Nations Mission, as part of a Quick Impact project. 

A water station with six outlets extended to the residential areas has also been launched - constructed by UN Habitat.  

State Minister of Agriculture, Michael Madut, says the new police station will bring services closer to the people.

Michael Madut: “The police post is given to you to maintain security and it has cells. I want from today the citizens of Nyinakok to know that there is a government and a police to stand with them. If someone has a problem should come and report. The water that you have is given to us, if we do not maintain it, it will stop. Thus, it is the duty of the commissioner and his administration to organize this water so that every citizen and every house can get a clean water”.

The UNMISS State Coordinator in Western Bahr el Ghazal, Winnie Babihuga, reiterated the mission’s support to citizens in the state. She acknowledged the State’s efforts in improving security.  

Winnie Babihuga: “These two projects signified the importance of building peace and maintaining peace within the community. When there is peace projects mover forward. The two projects cost well over 150,000 dollars. The water project was carried out by UN habitat and the community has enjoyed this water and looked after it for more than one year.”
Lawmakers in Warrap State have been urged to protect and respect the rights of individuals.  

The lawmakers attended one-day training on human rights and humanitarian law conducted by the Human Rights section of the UN Mission in South Sudan.  

The speaker of the state legislative assembly, Madot Dut Deng, noted the importance of respecting rights.  

Madot Dut Deng: (There are so many thing even man rights are there, honorable MPs this is special for you, so many thing in our societies made women venerable because our society was still behind)   

Leda Limann, said the training will come in useful as the lawmakers conduct their duties. 

Leda Limann: “Yes, we have civilians we need to protect and I am happy that human rights are tied so much with our mandate. One of the rules in the Geneva Convention talks about the fact that everybody should be treated equally. There should be no discrimination whether you are prisoner of war, whether you are civilian, whether you are combatant.”
And in foreign news, a joint working group has met to start preparations for drawing out a common strategy for the exit of UN Peacekeepers from Darfur. 

The group met in Khartoum and comprises officials from the Sudanese Government, the African Union and the UN Mission in Darfur (UNAMID). 

In a press statement UNAMID said the group is expected to develop an exit strategy to facilitate a gradual hand-over of some mandated tasks from UNAMID to the Government of Sudan and the UN Country Team. 

They will also devise a programme of visits to various locations in Darfur, with a view to preparing a roadmap for a smooth exit without creating vacuum in the humanitarian or security situation. 

In sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more:

Samuel Pawon: “We start with results of the South Sudan football cup competition taking place across the country. In Juba, Juba Huraia FC has advanced to the next stage of the competition after beating Nyakuron team 2-1 at Juba stadium last evening. In Eastern Equatoria State, Rabita beat Kenite 2-1 at Freedom Square while at the Lobong pitch Kuku stars secure the match points after a 2-nil victory over Red Stars. In Yei County, Yei United defeated Black Eagles 2-1. Meanwhile, Nyamlel County of Aweil West GLU team beat Nujum 5-nil and in Warrap State, Kuajok United beat Tahrir 3-nil. In today’s matches, Talanga faces St. Bakita at Juba stadium, while in Torit, Ematonge FC take on Equatoria United at Freedom Square. Still in Torit, Jazeera FC will play Lebati and in Yei Rainbow faces Nassir; meanwhile Merikh FC will play against Nile United at Kuajok Freedom Square and in Nyamlel, Aweil West Upper Island faces Jazeera team. And Gazala team has been crowned champs for the governor’s cup after beating Hilala FC 4-3 on penalties last evening at Wau Main Stadium. The game went into penalties after regular time ended in a 1-all draw. Onto the division one football tournament in Abyei, Nile Abthok beat Olympic 5-1 at Agok pitch. In basketball,  Black Stars won the first round of the playoffs stage against Nimra Talata by 69-64 points at Nimra Talata at Juba Basketball Stadium. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· President Kiir calls for patience over the peace process.  

· UN Humanitarian coordinator raises concern over economic outlook

· Rumbek commissioner given seven days to recover stolen cattle

Radio Miraya news.
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