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Good afternoon. It’s one o’clock and I’m Agole Alex.
The Headlines:
· Construction of a new 500-metre bridge launched in Juba
· US Government stresses the need for home grown solutions to the conflict
· Army to launch regional bus service
President Salva Kiir Mayardit has officially launched the construction of a 560-metre bridge across the Nile in Juba this morning.

The three-year project is a joint operation between the South Sudanese government and the Japanese International Corporation Agency (JICA).
Head of JICA Dr. Musaki Furukawa says the bridge will be completed in 2018.

The President says the new bridge is a strategic investment. 

The Japanese government provided 90 million dollars for the project. Construction was suspended with the onset of the crisis in December 2013.  
The American Charge D’Affairs in South Sudan says his country is pushing for lasting peace in this country.

Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Ambassador Charles Twining said the fighting needs to end for the country to develop.

Ambassador Charles Twining: “I think it’s not up to us to talk about individual country’s interest, what is USA interest is to see an end to the fighting. We are putting over 720 million dollars in humanitarian assistance right now. This is ridiculous when you can grow your own food. We would be much better of putting this money into development of roads and infrastructure. So that’s where we are focusing. We don’t want to see South Sudan to become another failed nation when you have started with such hope. Let us continue the process.”
Twining however says the final solution needs to come from within South Sudan.

Ambassador Charles Twining: “Compromises need to be made by both sides and hopefully in April, we will see these compromises made but the specifics in the final analysis are up to South Sudanese they are not up to foreigners, neither IGAD nor the TRIOKA nor the AU , the South Sudanese are the once who must find the final solution.”
The SPLA says it is planning to launch regional bus lines.  

This comes after the army introduced a fleet of 20 buses this week to ply the Juba-Nimule route.  

The busses belong to the Bonga bus company and are being managed by the department of military economic corporation. 

Defence Minister Kuol Manyang Juuk says the army will introduce similar services along the Juba-Kampala and Juba-Nairobi routes to improve public transport.

Manyang Juuk: “The army is trying not to depend on the national budget, and if we have the capacity, we try to build our economy by funding our projects; and this is what we have done: we have the Military Economic Corporation; now we have a bank in Juba in Hai Jebel, we have a hotel on Bilpam road, and in Koda we a farm that produced 800 sack of maize. There are many accidents on Juba Nimule road and the buses on this road because the company will not run against time to make money. The buses and are comfortable fitted with water and video screens.”

The commissioners of Rumbek North, East and Central Counties in Lakes State have been directed to disengage their communities from further attacks.  

This comes after youth of the Pakam and Kuei sections of Rumbek North and Central mobilized themselves against the Ruop community on Sunday.  

Up to 80 people were killed and several heads of cattle looted in that attack.  A security meeting chaired by the Caretaker Governor has directed the three commissioners to ensure no further attacks are carried out. 

 In a separate directive, the commissioner of Rumbek North has been given seven days to recover the stolen cattle. 

Jok Ayoum Majak is the Minister of Local government and Law Enforcement Agency.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Jur River County in Western Bahr el Ghazal State has received a new police post and water station. 

The police post is equipped with five offices and three detention cells constructed by Kenyan peacekeepers of the United Nations Mission, as part of a Quick Impact project. 

A water station with six outlets extended to the residential areas has also been launched - constructed by UN Habitat.  

State Minister of Agriculture, Michael Madut, says the new police station will bring services closer to the people.

Michael Madut: “The police post is given to you to maintain security and it has cells. I want from today the citizens of Nyinakok to know that there is a government and a police to stand with them. If someone has a problem should come and report. The water that you have is given to us, if we do not maintain it, it will stop. Thus, it is the duty of the commissioner and his administration to organize this water so that every citizen and every house can get clean water”.

The UNMISS State Coordinator in Western Bahr el Ghazal, Winnie Babihuga, reiterated the mission’s support to citizens in the state. She acknowledged the State’s efforts in improving security.  

Winnie Babihuga: “These two projects signified the importance of building peace and maintaining peace within the community. When there is peace projects mover forward. The two projects cost well over 150,000 dollars. The water project was carried out by UN habitat and the community has enjoyed this water and looked after it for more than one year.”

Lawmakers in Warrap State have been urged to protect and respect the rights of individuals.  

The lawmakers attended one-day training on human rights and humanitarian law conducted by the Human Rights section of the UN Mission in South Sudan.  

The speaker of the state legislative assembly, Madot Dut Deng, noted the importance of respecting rights.  

Madot Dut Deng: “There are so many thing even man rights are there, honorable MPs this is special for you, so many thing in our societies made women venerable because our society was still behind.”
Leda Limann, Warrap UNMISS coordinator said the training will come in useful as the lawmakers conduct their duties. 

Leda Limann: “Yes, we have civilians we need to protect and I am happy that Human right tied so much with our mandate and one of the rule in the Geneva convention, it talk about the fact that everybody should be treated equally, there should be no discrimination whether you are prisoner of war, whether you are civilian, whether you are combatant.” 
In foreign news, 19 people have been killed in an attack by gunmen in Tunisia.  

The attackers, dressed in military uniforms stormed the national museum of the North African country, killing 17 foreign tourists and two Tunisians. 

Security forces stormed the museum around two hours later, killed two militants and freed other tourists held hostage inside. 

One policeman was killed in the police operation.
And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more: 
Samuel Pawon: “We start with football. In the ongoing South Sudan cup tournament in Juba, Talanga FC advanced to the next stage of the tournament after a 4-1 victory over St. Bakita last evening at Juba football stadium. In Torit Eastern Equatoria State, Imatong qualified to the quarter finals after beating Equatorial United 3-nil at freedom square. Still in Torit, Jazeera FC and Liberty ended their march in a 1-all draw. In Lainya County in Central Equatoria State, Lorega United beat Young Stars 2-nil while in Yei County, Rainbow FC advanced to the quarterfinals after 1nil win over Nassir. Nyamlel Upper Island also made it to the next round after beating Jazeera team 3-2. In today’s games, Etihad team faces Gudeli at Juba stadium. In Torit, Young Stars take on Horse United at Lobong pitch while at freedom square Red Bull will play Hilal. In Yei, City stars will face Dream while in Kuajok, Rhino will play against Majak Amal. In division one action in Abyei, Salam FC has taken the lead after defeating Merikh club 3-1 at Agok playground. In Abyei, Abyei Shwean Ayak will play Agrab FC at Agok pitch. Onto volleyball, Usud secured the match points after defeating Old Stars by three sets to two in Juba. Today, still in volleyball, Bilfam Warriors faces Old Stars, while in basketball Black Stars will take on Nimra Talata team in the second round of the final match. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Construction of a new 500-metre bridge launched in Juba

· US Government stresses the need for home grown solutions to the conflict

· Army to launch regional bus service
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