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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Agole Alex.
The Headlines:
· Construction of a new 500 metre bridge launched in Juba
· Captives of war flown to Juba
· Public University lecturers consider calling off strike
President Salva Kiir Mayardit has officially launched the construction work of a 560 meter bridge across the Nile in Juba this morning.

The three-year project is a joint operation between the South Sudanese government and the Japanese International Corporation Agency (JICA). The President says the new bridge is a strategic investment. 

President Kiir: “Given the rate of development we are experiencing in Juba, we anticipate faster growth in the volume of traffic using the bridge. It is therefore an opportunity time to have a modern bridge with the capacity to accommodate the envisaged increase in the traffic load .The construction of Freedom Bridge is part of our strategy to support our economic growth through improving safe and sustainable infrastructure. The envisaged growth is expected to result to improved interstate trade as well as improved trade with our neighbors within the region.”

The Japanese government provided 90 million dollars for the project. 

Japan’s ambassador to South Sudan, Takeshi Akamatsu says the bridge once completed will be maintained as a symbol of friendship between the people of South Sudan and Japan.

Takeshi Akamatsu: “This new bridge is a grant assistance amounting to 91 million US dollars and will build 560 metres in length coupled with access road stretching over 3,640 metres. Name Freedom Bridge in 2013, the bridge will be a key infrastructure and serve as an essential backbone for the successful development of this country.”

Meanwhile the Governor of Central Equatoria state, Clement Wani Konga, thanked the residents of Rajaf payam for giving up their land for the project.

He says 125 plots have been allocated to those affected by the project.

Clement Wani Konga: “I am extremely grateful to the community of Rajaf Payam, who have shown true spirit of nationalism and development their efforts of relinquishing their inherit community land to public made it possible for us today to launch the construction work of the freedom bridge. I congratulate them as community and those individuals who helped us negotiated with the community.”

Construction of the Freedom Bridge was suspended with the onset of the crisis in December 2013. The bridge is expected to be completed in 2018.

Eleven opposition forces who were captured by the SPLA have been flown to Juba.

  

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says the SPLA leadership will treat the prisoners of war in accordance with International law standards and release them after interrogation. 

Aguer says the 11 were captured in Raja County early this month.

Col. Aguer: “Eleven persons were captured in Raja county in Western Bahr el Ghazal State on the fourth and fifth of this month. They were transported from Raja to Wau and then to the headquarters of SPLA in Juba for other pu.rposes. In Renk North and West, we have been informed that  more than 20 have been captured from rebel forces. SPLA policies towards captives are clear. After finishing investigations with them, they will be released according to international conflicts law.”
The United States Charge d’Affaires to South Sudan, Ambassador Charles Twining, says proposed sanctions, if implemented, will be targeted at individuals and not South Sudan as a nation. 

Speaking on the Miraya Breakfast show this morning, Ambassador Twining said the US government will continue to push for a peaceful solution to the crisis.

  

The ambassador said the proposed restrictions are a tool the international community can use to help realize peace and noted implementation will be a process.  

 

Ambassador Twining: “Implementation is a long process .No one has been sanctioned under the resolution. South Sudan will not be sanctioned. This will not lead to UN coming in and taking over. This is going to be targeted against people who violate this basic element. I think one good point in the sanctions resolution was that monitoring is going to be done of arms coming to South Sudan and that monitoring will be reported to a sanctions committee at the UN and at that point decisions will have to be made who is the violator. So there is a lot to be done but it opens the possibilities for taking actions that have not been possible to date.”
On Wednesday while addressing a rally, President Salva Kiir expressed his disappointment regarding the sanctions.

He affirmed his government commitment to bring peace to country, saying anctions will devastate the economy and increase economic pressures on the people of South Sudan.     

You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 
Academics from four public universities are waiting for communication from the General Assembly on whether or not they should call off their strike. 

President Salva Kiir in his address yesterday called on the lecturers to resume work, saying their demands for payment of arrears will be addressed once the economic situation allows. 

The spokesperson for the lecturers, Philip Apollo says the academic staffs welcome the call and are waiting for communication from the executive body.   

Philip Apollo: “We followed the speech by the president and we welcomed his call for lifting the strike it is of course a national call. Even there are some positive sayings from what he said he acknowledged that this is our right and only that the situation cannot allow it now but could be looked into when the financial situation becomes better.  So in general we welcome his call for the lecturers and we have known that this issue of strike is not the issue of the executive body of the representative  but this one rely only on the general assembly so it is up to the general assembly to decide on that one but in principle his call is appreciated and welcomed”.

The lecturers have been on strike over the past one month, demanding payment of allowance arrears.  

The SPLA says it is planning to launch regional bus lines.  

This comes after the army introduced a fleet of 20 buses this week to ply the Juba-Nimule route.  

The busses belong to the Bonga bus company and are being managed by the department of military economic corporation. 

Defence Minister Kuol Manyang Juuk says the army will introduce similar services along the Juba-Kampala and Juba-Nairobi routes to improve public transport.

Manyang Juuk: “The army is trying not to depend on the national budget, and if we have the capacity, we try to build our economy by funding our projects; and this is what we have done: we have the Military Economic Corporation; now we have a bank in Juba in Hai Jebel, we have a hotel on Bilpam road, and in Koda we a farm that produced 800 sack of maize. There are many accidents on Juba Nimule road and the buses on this road because the company will not run against time to make money. The buses and are comfortable fitted with water and video screens.”

Samuel Pawon: “We start with football. In the ongoing South Sudan cup tournament in Juba, Talanga FC advanced to the next stage of the tournament after a 4-1 victory over St. Bakita last evening at Juba football stadium. In Torit Eastern Equatoria State, Imatong qualified to the quarter finals after beating Equatorial United 3-nil at freedom square. Still in Torit, Jazeera FC and Liberty ended their march in a 1-all draw. In Lainya County in Central Equatoria State, Lorega United beat Young Stars 2-nil while in Yei County, Rainbow FC advanced to the quarterfinals after 1nil win over Nassir. Nyamlel Upper Island also made it to the next round after beating Jazeera team 3-2. In today’s games, Etihad team faces Gudeli at Juba stadium. In Torit, Young Stars take on Horse United at Lobong pitch while at freedom square Red Bull will play Hilal. In Yei, City stars will face Dream while in Kuajok, Rhino will play against Majak Amal. In division one action in Abyei, Salam FC has taken the lead after defeating Merikh club 3-1 at Agok playground. In Abyei, Abyei Shwean Ayak will play Agrab FC at Agok pitch. Onto volleyball, Usud secured the match points after defeating Old Stars by three sets to two in Juba. Today, still in volleyball, Bilfam Warriors faces Old Stars, while in basketball Black Stars will take on Nimra Talata team in the second round of the final match. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Construction of a new 500 metre bridge launched in Juba

· Captives of war flown to Juba

· Public University lecturers consider calling off strike

 Thanks for listening, I am Agole Alex.
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