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Good Afternoon, its 1 0’clock I’m Agole Alex
The Headlines:
· UN Security Council discusses South Sudan sanctions 

· Government asked to speed up construction of Juba-Yei –Kaya road
· SPLM youth in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal request return of caretaker Governor
Reports say members of the UN Security Council are divided over enforcement of proposed sanctions on South Sudan.  

The President of the U.N. Security Council, French Ambassador Francois Delattre is quoted by the AP news agency as saying there are differences of opinion among the 15 Council Members.

The Council held a closed door meeting on how to progress on the issue but no decisions have been made yet.

The UN Security Council this month set up a system to impose sanctions on those blocking peace in South Sudan. 

Ambassador Delattre says France wants to see a sanctions committee created in the near future.

The proposal was drafted by the United States government.  

Central Equatoria State Governor, Clement Wani Konga is appealing to the national government to expedite the construction of Juba-Yei –Kaya road. 

Speaking at the ground breaking ceremony of the Freedom Bridge in Juba, Governor Konga said this would ease pressure on the busy Nimule road. 

Konga also stressed the importance for the national government to set a strategy for road and bridge maintenance.

Clement Wani Konga: “Should there be an alternative road the motorists will have a Choice to make on which road to use and this will at least release Nimule road from the current ferrying capacity and this alternative road is Juba-Yei and Kaya road.”

The Director of wood, fuel and environmental protection in Central Equatoria state says our forests are in danger. 

More than 30% of South Sudan is covered in forests that are an important source of food, firewood, livelihoods and clean air.

Speaking in the lead up to International day of Forests tomorrow, Samuel Towe says in February alone more than eight thousand bags of charcoal were brought into Juba, accounting for hundreds of lost trees.

He says a lack of protection through national forestry laws is making it difficult to prosecute those who illegally log our forests. 

Samuel Towe: “Our forests are really in danger. A lot of it has been lost through deforestation and we don’t have the forest policy that has been put in place. The forest policy is still at the Legislative Assembly they have not yet passed it. With the absence of law, it actually gives chance for illegal logging. Even if these illegal loggers are caught, it becomes difficult to pursue them to court because there is no law to punish these people.”

He says the government of Central Equatoria State is putting in place forest management plans to protect the remaining forests in the state.

The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, youth league in Northern Bahr el Ghazal is calling for the return of the Caretaker Governor to the state.  

The youth say Kuel Aguer Kuel is needed to handle state issues including a recent fire that devastated more than 100 households and preparations for the rainy season, which is fast approaching. 

Kuel Aguer Kuel was impeached by the State Legislative Assembly in January, and is under investigation in relation to a loan of 1.5 million dollars he acquired without the approval of the state assembly. 

The chairperson of the state’s party youth league, Garang Wol Kon says the investigating committee should allow the Governor to return to the state to handle business.  

Garang Wol Kon: “If possible, we need to request the committee including our president in order to release our caretaker governor to come and solve the issues that I have mentioned before because he has been away now for almost two months and a half. So that is why we feel like to present and ask the committee and the president himself to release or to make the coming of our caretaker governor possible”.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Efforts are continuing to bring an end to the cycle of violence in Lakes State.  

The Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and the Sudan together with other church leaders are visiting communities, including cattle camps to spread messages of peace. 

Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul highlighted the importance of having an early warning system to help prevent attacks in cattle camps and communities as a whole.

Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul: “It is difficult to go quickly if you don’t have an early warning system whereby you can detect any grooming information of war, not until we found out that things worked out in the cattle camps and we don’t have information, at the time you came and hear the information it is already too late, so those are thing we don’t have. And I think it is one of the things the government and the people concern should support our efforts on this issue.”

Authorities of Manyo County in Upper Nile State have asked traders to return to the county to provide basic commodities to the communities.  Many of the traders closed their businesses on account of the insecurity.  

Manyo county commissioner Rajb Deng Ajak says the situation is now stable and people are starting to return to their homes.

Rajb Deng Ajak: “The situation in the county is good and the security is stable. Citizens came back from Kilo Ashara to check on their houses. Some houses are ok, only Hai Jou affected but houses east, west and north of the town they are not affected. Honestly, no commodities in the market. I appeal to the people, traders and Butchers to go back and open their shops normally”.    

The Governor of Western Bahr el Ghazal, Rizik Zakaria Hassan is on an assessment tour of government institutions across the State to evaluate their effectiveness.  

The visit will cover ministries and offices in the municipality and counties. 

Governor Rizik held discussions with the staff members of the Ministry of Finance this morning and informed them of the need to activate all the departments in the Ministry. 

Rizik Zakaria: “The biggest challenge that we have is, who is there in the office that can do the job. We have good plans in government offices, but how to implement them. We have tried to reshuffle ministries, administrations, directors general and ministers. We are expecting from the ministry of finance to activate institutions that they have. If we talk about all the institutions that were constructed, they came through the collections that you have done here and the right distributions you gave to it”.

On her part, Ms. Lilian Valentino, the State Minister for finance acknowledged that the establishment of reformed Revenue authority in the state as a success story. 

She added that the WBEG and Equatorial state are the only states that have successfully managed to implement the National Taxation System.

Authorities in Jonglei State say water should not be turned into a source of conflict.  

The call came from the State Ministry of Physical Infrastructure, ahead of World Water day on Sunday.  

More in this report with Radio Miraya’s reporter Chaplain Nemaya, in Bor.  

Chaplain Nemaya: “The Director for water and sanitation in the state ministry of physical Infrastructure Gabriel Gai said water should be used to unite communities as opposed to disuniting.  Gai urged cattle keepers from the different ethnic groups to communally use the River Nile and Swamp waters without conflict.”
Gabriel Gai: “Water is a source of solution and conflict, like the Dinka in Duk, County, Nuer in Ayod, Uror and Nyirol, during the dry season they come and agree where their cattle will be and if we happen to understand the use of water it is paramount for us to enhance quick development”

And, the International Aid Service-I.A.S a leading non-governmental organization involved in drilling boreholes, continues to rehabilitate water pumps destroyed during the conflict. The project coordinator Yakani Hilary Edison says providing clean water to the people is essential.

Edmund Yakani. “Many people will die when they drink unclean or unsafe water, so it is a big fight and I will call everybody in Jonglei state that all of us get on board to encourage people using clean drinking water, so that we can save the lives of those who even have remain in a drastic and terrible conflict and of course for us to maintain good water points we need to be in peace!”

Communities have been warned to boil their water to prevent water borne diseases such as typhoid and cholera. Jonglei State will hold official celebrations to mark world water day on Monday. I am Chaplain Nemaya, for Radio Miraya news in Bor, Jonglei State.

The Executive Director of the United Nations World Food Programme has arrived in Juba. 

Ertharin Cousin, accompanied by the United States Ambassador to the UN Agencies in Rome, David Lane, is here for three days to assess the food security situation in the country. 

During their three day visit the Executive Director and the Agency ambassador will meet national and local officials, and families directly affected by the conflict.

Meanwhile, one hundred thousand people are to benefit from a food voucher programme launched for the first time in the Central African Republic. 

The vouchers, which are valued at 10 US dollars each, are being distributed by the UN World Food Programme – WFP, to compliment the agency’s existing distributions of rice, pulses and oil. 

WFP says the food assistance allows recipients to choose the food they would like to receive. 

The Central African Republic has endured more than two years of civil war and sectarian violence leaving much of the population dependent on humanitarian aid.

And in sports, tonight at Nyakuron Cultural Centre Abayok Daniel of south Sudan faces Nyeko Daniel Romano of Uganda in a fight for the world kickboxing federation national belt title.

Chairman of the national kickboxing federation Poro Okelo says this is a historic event to have a national belt title in South Sudan for the first time.

Poro Okelo: “This is one of the greatest opportunities for our nation and it’s a historic event that we are going to have. And this championship is about WKF national title belt that come from Europe and we have the challenger Abayok Daniel Ater from south Sudan will be taking Denis Romano Nyeko of Gulu Uganda and these two they familiar with the game they know exactly what is going on. It’s the 75 KG which is the middle weight that is going to be the main challenge.”  

The Ugandan fighter Denis Romano Nyeko says he’s confident of a win.

Nyeko Denis Romano: “It’s going to be a very big event  that is going to be event  my biggest fight that  I have ever had in my life so I will not leave that thing so what I appeal to south Sudanese they should come to Nyakuron in fact to watch that game it’s going to  be a  very interesting game  for sure am going to win that match.”
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
 UN Security Council discusses South Sudan sanctions 

· Government asked to speed up construction of Juba-Yei –Kaya road
· SPLM youth in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal request return of caretaker Governor

Thanks for listening, I am Agole Alex.
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