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Good afternoon. It’s five o’clock and I’m Agole Alex.
The Headlines:
· Border demarcation meeting postponed to May
· Petition challenging June elections adjourned to next week
· Central Equatoria Youth to elect executive body
A border demarcation meeting in Addis Ababa between South Sudan and Sudan has been deferred to May, after both sides failed to agree on concrete guidelines to define border areas between the countries. 

The meeting was to try and reach an agreement on disputed border areas and establishment of demilitarized Border Zone that was agreed upon in 2012  

Speaking to Radio Miraya the spokesperson of the foreign affairs ministry Mawien Markol Arik says the meeting was adjourned to give the two sides more time to come up with tangible ideas on how to demarcate their borders 

He says the next meeting is expected to be held in Juba. 

A court case filed by political parties challenging the conduct of the June elections has been adjourned to next week. 

In today’s session in the Supreme Court, Chief justice Chan Reech Madut asked the parties to submit written statements of proof, to support their case during next Friday’s session.  

A group of political parties led by the SPLM-DC party filed the petition, on grounds that the process would be unconstitutional and the atmosphere is not conducive for a credible vote. 

Cabinet last month approved a proposal to call off the elections and extend the President’s term of office; the decision is yet to be endorsed by the National Legislative Assembly.  

Central Equatoria youth are meeting at the Nyakuron Cultural Center in Juba to elect a body to the organize youth activities and representation. 

Lado Philip Jombek ,chairman of the organizing committee, told Radio Miraya that conference is discussing the State Youth Union Constitution and on Saturday delegates will elect the executive bodies. 

He says this is the first time the youth in the state are sitting together to form the union.

Lado Philip: “The conference is the first of its kind under the theme…..the youth union in the state.”

The Executive Director of the United Nations World Food Programme has arrived in Juba. 

Ertharin Cousin, accompanied by the United States Ambassador to the UN Agencies in Rome, David Lane, is here for three days to assess the food security situation in the country. 

During their three day visit the Executive Director and the Agency ambassador will meet national and local officials, and families directly affected by the conflict.

The Director of Wood, Fuel and Environmental Protection in Central Equatoria State says our forests are in danger. 
More than 30 per cent of South Sudan is covered in forests that are an important source of food, firewood, livelihoods and clean air.

Speaking in the lead up to International day of Forests tomorrow, Samuel Towe says in February alone more than eight thousand bags of charcoal were brought into Juba, accounting for hundreds of lost trees.

He says a lack of protection through national forestry laws is making it difficult to prosecute those who illegally log our forests. 

Samuel Towe: “Our forests are really in danger. A lot of it has been lost through deforestation and we don’t have the forest policy that has been put in place. The forest policy is still at the Legislative Assembly they have not yet passed it. With the absence of law, it actually gives chance for illegal logging. Even if these illegal loggers are caught, it becomes difficult to pursue them to court because there is no law to punish these people.”

He says the government of Central Equatoria State is putting in place forest management plans to protect the remaining forests in the state.

The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, youth league in Northern Bahr el Ghazal is calling for the return of the Caretaker Governor to the state.  

The youth say Kuel Aguer Kuel is needed to handle state issues including a recent fire that devastated more than 100 households and preparations for the rainy season, which is fast approaching. 

Kuel Aguer Kuel was impeached by the State Legislative Assembly in January, and is under investigation in relation to a loan of 1.5 million dollars he acquired without the approval of the state assembly. 

The chairperson of the state’s party youth league, Garang Wol Kon says the investigating committee should allow the Governor to return to the state to handle business.  

Garang Wol Kon: “If possible, we need to request the committee including our president in order to release our caretaker governor to come and solve the issues that I have mentioned before because he has been away now for almost two months and a half. So that is why we feel like to present and ask the committee and the president himself to release or to make the coming of our caretaker governor possible”.

Efforts are continuing to bring an end to the cycle of violence in Lakes State.  

The Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and the Sudan together with other church leaders are visiting communities, including cattle camps to spread messages of peace. 

Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul highlighted the importance of having an early warning system to help prevent attacks in cattle camps and communities as a whole.

Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul: “It is difficult to go quickly if you don’t have an early warning system whereby you can detect any grooming information of war, not until we found out that things worked out in the cattle camps and we don’t have information, at the time you came and hear the information it is already too late, so those are thing we don’t have. And I think it is one of the things the government and the people concern should support our efforts on this issue.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Authorities of Manyo County in Upper Nile State have asked traders to return to the county to provide basic commodities to the communities.  Many of the traders closed their businesses on account of the insecurity.  

Manyo county commissioner Rajb Deng Ajak says the situation is now stable and people are starting to return to their homes.

Rajb Deng Ajak: “The situation in the county is good and the security is stable. Citizens came back from Kilo Ashara to check on their houses. Some houses are ok, only Hai Jou affected but houses east, west and north of the town they are not affected. Honestly, no commodities in the market. I appeal to the people, traders and Butchers to go back and open their shops normally.”
The Governor of Western Bahr el Ghazal, Rizik Zakaria Hassan is on an assessment tour of government institutions across the state to evaluate their effectiveness.  

The visit will cover ministries and offices in the municipality and counties. 

Governor Rizik held discussions with the staff members of the Ministry of Finance this morning and informed them of the need to activate all the departments in the Ministry. 

Rizik Zakaria: “The biggest challenge that we have is, who is there in the office that can do the job. We have good plans in government offices, but how to implement them. We have tried to reshuffle ministries, administrations, directors general and ministers. We are expecting from the ministry of finance to activate institutions that they have. If we talk about all the institutions that were constructed, they came through the collections that you have done here and the right distributions you gave to it.”
On her part, Ms. Lilian Valentino, the State Minister for finance acknowledged that the establishment of reformed revenue authority in the state as a success story. 

She added that the WBEG and Equatorial state are the only states that have successfully managed to implement the National Taxation System.

In regional news, Tanzania has warned of the risk of renewed violence in Burundi if politicians do not abide by a new constitution that would prevent the president from running for another term. 

Under the Burundian constitution and the terms of a peace deal to end more than a decade of civil war, no leader is supposed to hold power for longer than 10 years. 

But supporters of President Pierre Nkurunziza, who has been in power in Burundi since 2005, argue his first term should not count since he was picked by lawmakers rather than voted in. 

Tanzania brokered a deal in 2000 to end fighting between the Burundian Hutu and Tutsi ethnic groups. 

President Nkurunziza has not yet said he will run in June's election.
Onto sports, tonight at Nyakuron Cultural Centre Abayok Daniel of south Sudan faces Nyeko Daniel Romano of Uganda in a fight for the world kickboxing federation national belt title.

The chairman of the national kickboxing federation Poro Okelo says this is a historic event to have a national belt title in South Sudan for the first time.

Poro Okelo: “This is one of the greatest opportunities for our nation and it’s a historic event that we are going to have. And this championship is about WKF national title belt that come from Europe and we have the challenger Abayok Daniel Ater from south Sudan will be taking Denis Romano Nyeko of Gulu Uganda and these two they familiar with the game they know exactly what is going on. It’s the 75 KG which is the middle weight that is going to be the main challenge.”  

The Ugandan fighter Denis Romano Nyeko says he’s confident of a win.

Nyeko Denis Romano: “It’s going to be a very big event  that is going to be event  my biggest fight that  I have ever had in my life so I will not leave that thing so what I appeal to south Sudanese they should come to Nyakuron in fact to watch that game it’s going to  be a  very interesting game  for sure am going to win that match.”
And, Samuel Pawon is here with more sports updates:
Samuel Pawon: “Black Stars emerged champs of the division one basketball tournament after beating Nimra Talata 67 – 62 points at Juba basketball stadium last evening.  Black stars coach Malang Karbino says they played a good game. 

Malang Karbino: “It was beautiful its competitive almost all games that we have been playing the season they are very completive the only thing we just want have to develop it’s not easy to find players to come and play if we keep the association to come up with a new court try to modernize them a little bite   and encourage the little boys the basketball will be the best.”

Samuel Pawon: “Nimra Talata did not take the loss very well. Coach Deng Adlo accused the referees of bias.”
Deng Adlo: “I am not happy with the referees today because a lot of things went against me the game was called tough on one side and soft on the other side and you had the fans shouting on the refs.  I don’t think we lose a game and my witnesses are the fans.” 

Samuel Pawon: “On to the South Sudan local football cup taking place across the country, in Yei county Salam FC beat Fly united 3-.  In Torit, Hilal and Red stars ended their match in a 2 all draw at freedom square while at Lobong pitch, young stars defeated Horse united 2-.  In Kuajok, Warrap State Rhino went through to the next round after beating Majak  Amal 4 nil and in Abimnoum Amadjang FC secured the match points after 3-1 win over Kir Thok and Fangok beat Makwaj 3-1. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Border demarcation meeting postponed to May

· Petition challenging June elections adjourned to next week

· Central Equatoria Youth to elect executive body

 Thanks for listening. I am Agole Alex.
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