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Good morning. It’s one o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines: 
· Long awaited South Sudan youth convention to discuss youth issues and elect leaders

· 250 children released from armed ranks in Jonglei
· WFP Executive Director calls for more global attention to South Sudan humanitarian crisis 
A youth convention expected to take place in Juba this week will discuss the role of youth in peace building.  

More than 160 youth representatives from across the country will convene in Juba for the convention from Wednesday to Friday this week.  

This will be the first convention of its kind organized by the National Youth Union.  The provisional president of the Union, Lam Tungar says the meeting will also discuss youth policies and elect new members to the youth executive.  

Lam Tangur: “The convention is called to get the new president for the national youth union and also to review the constitution and the pass it at the same time. And as well as to brainstorm… to collect the brainstorming of the youth leaders from all the ten states who will be gathering to gather, build the policies and create the youth policies which need to be passed and also forward to the national assembly for approval so that maybe youth could have something that they can get at the national budget every year. Other part which is really very important as well is the discussion about youth role in the national building as well as peace building.”

Meanwhile, youth in Central Equatoria have elected Moro Isaac from Kupera payam of Lainya County as their new president. Moro garnered 65 of the 116 votes, beating his closest rival, provisional president Lobojo Onesmo, who got 49 votes.
Another group of child soldiers has been released from armed forces in Jonglei State. 

The 250 children, including 4 girls have been demobilized from the South Sudan Democratic Alliance cobra faction in Likuangule.  

In a formal ceremony over the weekend, the children were demobilized by the National Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Commission and their weapons and uniforms exchanged for civilian clothes.

They have been transported to an interim center where UN children’s organization UNICEF will provide them with food, shelter and medical care as their families are traced.

This brings the total number of children demobilized from the Yau Yau ranks to just over 1,300. It is the third release of children following a peace deal between the faction and the Government signed last year.

The Cobra Faction has advised UNICEF that they have up to 3000 child soldiers in their armed group.

The Executive Director of the United Nations World Food Programme has ended her visit with a call on the world not to forget South Sudan.  

During her three-day visit, Ertharin Cousin visited Ganyiel in Unity State and the protection of civilians site in Juba.  

Cousin noted the desperate humanitarian crisis of the people affected by the conflict and said WFP needs 250 million US dollars to provide food and respond to emergencies resulting from the crisis.  

A border demarcation meeting between South Sudan and Sudan ended in Addis Ababa with the signing of an agreement for the establishment of a joint account to handle the demarcation of the boundary between the two states. 

The Escrow account will meet the costs of the demarcation exercise.  

The 3 day meeting also adopted the final list of the members of the Joint Technical Team, consisting of equal numbers of surveyors and other relevant experts from each State to conduct the demarcation. 

It also considered and adopted the Terms of Reference of the Joint Demarcation Committee to manage and supervise the boundary demarcation exercise. 
Speaking to Radio Miraya the spokesperson of the foreign affairs ministry Mawien Markol Arik says the next meeting will be held in Juba in May.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Kuajok hospital in Warrap State has been renovated and upgraded with new equipment.  

A solar power system has been installed and the hospital’s water system has been improved.  A pit latrine has also been constructed for the maternity ward.  

The renovations were carried out by the LukLuk Community Association for Development with support from the UN Mission (UNMISS) at a cost of 90,000 US dollars.  

While receiving the upgraded facility, Deputy State Governor Akec Tong Aleu, called for investments in the State to increase services for the people.  

Akec Tong Aleu: “I want to tell anyone who is willing to invest in Warrap State to come in because Warrap State is totally safe . We blocked all border of the states and there is no entrance unless we allow it. Because you are inside here you may side that there is anything at the border, our border is totally block. There is no entrance at all.  We have forces, we have community at the border, and we have everybody at the border but we will not attempt to go to the territory of the others.”
Persons with disabilities are being encouraged to enroll in school to improve their livelihoods.  
Light for the World, an international non-government organization currently provides support to up to 600 persons with disabilities in schools in Western and Central Equatoria.  
One of their beneficiaries, Alfred Amanya Martin from Mundri excelled as one of the best students in last year’s Primary seven leaving exams.  Martin is appealing to the disabled not to give up.  

Alfred Amanya Martin: “My message to my colleagues who are blind, Sudan Evangelical Mission has many branches in Maridi, Yei and so on. If you know any office of SEM in your area or in your county, you rush there tell them about your blindness and that I need to join school, they will help you. Mine I go through Light for the World and now I am to read, I am able to write my name, I am able to write A –B –C  and even I am able to participate in the class with colleagues who can see.”

Program Manager of the Light for World, Toyin Aderemi says the organisation is also supporting the national education ministry to develop a national policy on inclusive education.

Toyin Aderemi: “We are supporting the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology to develop a national policy on inclusive education so that children with disabilities can also attend school and participate in learning activities like their non-disabled peers. In addition to that we know there cannot be education without teachers. We are also working on teacher education as regarding inclusive education so that teachers in South Sudan could be trained to teach children with disabilities in the regular classrooms in the mainstream classrooms. We don’t want them to be separated into one classroom or into one particular school for the disabled.”

And in foreign news, medical charity group, Doctors without Borders or MSF has condemned the global response to the Ebola outbreak.  

Its report – released a year after the outbreak was declared - suggests early calls for help were ignored by local governments and the World Health Organization.  

The charity says "many institutions failed, with tragic and avoidable consequences." 

Ebola has killed more than 10,000 people in the last 12 months. Most deaths occurred in the worst-affected countries of Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone.
In sports, the Juba Football Association has cleared Jubek football club to join the division three football league.  

The club based in Rajaf West made it into the 3rd division after emerging champions of the payam tournaments.  

Jubek club chairman, Gabriel Moga says they have 30 players and are ready to start competitions. 

Gabriel Moga: “Already we have thirty registered players so I think our team is complete you know as we are starting there a lot of challenges specially to do with founding, training even and also facilitating the players this requires a lot and this are challenges we are facing including transportation because each time a player need to be facilitate to come from his home up to the playground   and to go home also”

The head coach of the team Wani Lukaku says, they are preparing for the start of the season next month.

Wani Lukaku: “We are preparing for the starting of face  the season  we are trying to rise their moral  ahead of our first season in the third division tournament next month , Jubek football Club is a new club many challenges are facing us  to start our first season, so it need a dabble effort from us to go ahead” 

And Samuel Pawon is here with more sports.  

Samuel Pawon: “We start with the local south Sudan cup championship taking place across the country, in Juba Etihad FC went through to the next stage after beating Gudele 1 nil while Nile defeated Sun 2-nil.  Still in Juba, Kator beat Zalzal 2 nil at Juba stadium, while in Torit Kenite won its match against Jazeera 6-1.  Still in Eastern Equatoria, Imatongt went through to the quarterfinals after 4-2 win over Red bull, while Torit united beat Red stars 3-1 and Rabita and Libati ended their match in a 1 all draw at freedom square.  In Warrap, Feature boys team beat Black scorpion 2-1 and Amal el Hura beat Grasco 1-nil. In today’s games, Kator faces Nujum at Juba stadium, in Torit young stars will play Malekia at freedom square while at Lobong pitch Equatoria united takes on Hilal.  In Wau, Amal el Hura FC faces Santos and Hi krish will play against lokloko at Wau main stadium in the opening match of the competition on to Warrap tiger team faces Eagle at freedom square. And In the ongoing division one tournament in Abyei, shwean Ayak beat good stars 2 nil and Ngok FC emerged victors over Mustagble after a 4-1 win while Nile Abathok defeated Tahrir 2-1 at Agok playground.  Today Olympic team plays against Gelb el Ased. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Long awaited South Sudan youth convention to discuss youth issues and elect leaders

· 250 children released from armed ranks in Jonglei

· WFP Executive Director calls for more global attention to South Sudan humanitarian crisis 

Radio Miraya news.
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