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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Parliament discusses constitutional amendments to extend Presidential term of office
· Army reports more fighting in Unity State
· Experts warn of an increase in tuberculosis infection rates in South Sudan
Members of the National Legislative Assembly have been called back from recess to discuss constitutional amendments to allow for the extension of the President’s term of office. 

The MPs are holding an extra ordinary session to debate a resolution from the Council of Ministers to postpone national elections from June this year to 2017, on account of the current crisis.  

The resolution adopted by the cabinet in February, would extend the term of office of the President, the National legislature and all elected positions. 

The postponement will be implemented once cleared by Parliament.  

The leader of the minority in the house, Adigo Onyoti, describes the amendments as unconstitutional.  

More fighting has been reported between government and opposition forces in Unity State. 

The SPLA general headquarters confirms shelling is taking place near Bentiu. 

Army Spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer told Radio Miraya that one army major was among nine soldiers killed.  

Radio Miraya is yet to get details from the opposition side.  
Unity State Information Minister Peter Makwot Malual confirms the attack and says there were no civilians wounded.  

Peter Makwot Malual: “According to the information coming to me, this shelling started on and off the day before yesterday in the state. But yesterday it intensified prompting our forces to respond to the attacks. The response of our forces resulted to serious gunfire exchange between our forces and the rebels. The wounded should be taken for treatment today. We don’t have any report of the wounded among the civilians but all the wounded are the army.”

Meanwhile, the UN children’s organization UNICEF says there is an increase in recruitment of children into the armed forces in Unity State. 

The agency’s communications officer John Budd told Radio Miraya that they have received credible information to suggest that opposition forces in Unity State are recruiting children.  

This comes after reports that hundreds of child soldiers were recently conscripted in Wau Shilluk in Upper Nile.  

Further reports suggest that the children are being released to sit their exams and report back to their ranks thereafter.  

John Budd is the UNICEF Communications Officer in South Sudan. 

John Budd: “I don’t think it is acceptable that children should go to school one minute then sent to the front line the next.  So what we are asking is that Johnson Olyweny release all these children and get them back to school where they belong and not in a uniform. And it is not in Upper Nile alone, we are seeing a spike in seizures of children in Unity State mainly by the opposition forces and we believe several hundred children are involved in that as well.”
A polio vaccination campaign gets underway today in Central Equatoria State.  
Vaccinators will move from house to house administering oral vaccines to all children below the age of five years.  

The vaccination campaign runs from today to Friday and is being conducted by the Central Equatoria State Ministry of health with support from the World Health Organization and UN Children’s Organization UNICEF.  

A similar campaign has been launched in Lakes state.  Over the next three days, teams will visit homes across the state to immunize all children below the age of five. 

Simon Makoi Maker, the Coordinator for the Expanded Program for Immunization in Lakes State, says they are targeting more than 200,000 children.  

Simon Makoi Maker: “We have targeted 281,357 children in Lakes State. We have noted that since this programme continue since from 2009 June up to the present, South Sudan has no case any of polio-positive report so that means that the government and the partners that are working with government they are doing their job and this thanks goes to those who donated their funds to run these activities.”
Experts have warned of a significant increase in tuberculosis (TB) infection rates in South Sudan. 

Speaking on the Miraya Breakfast show this morning, the Deputy Manager National TB control program Dr. Lou Joseph said more than 14,000 people get infected every year.

 Dr. Lou says many people ignore early signs of the disease and do not seek lifesaving treatment. He says there are 87 treatment centers across the country and is appealing to the public to seek early treatment.

Lou Joseph: “The estimate we have from the WHO is that 14,600 people develop TB annually in this country. In other words, we have 146 per 100,000 people developing TB every year and the prevalence being about 250 TB is a big issue. The challenge in the world to diagnose TB is not obvious. Sometimes you use x-rays, sometimes you use the smear test. The smear test is more than 100 years old. If somebody has signs or symptoms of TB, he needs to check the nearest health facility because we know that the treatment that is there is proven and indeed effective and cures the person free of charge. By the way, quality drugs free of charge” 

This comes as the world marks Tuberculosis Day today. Figures from the World Health Organisation suggest the disease kills 1.5 million people globally every year.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The commissioner of Yei River County has asked communities in the area to give safe passage to cattle keepers who are crossing with their animals.  

Hundreds of herders with an estimated 30-thousand head of cattle are in Yei on their way to Jonglei.  

They started their journey in Mundri, Western Equatoria where they have been asked to leave following disagreements with farming communities.  

Yei county commissioner, Cosmas Bidal Wӧri Kojo has assured the communities that the herders are just passing through, and will not be settling in the county.  

Cosmas Bidal Wӧri Kojo: “We are providing them all the safe corridors to pass by but then coordinating with the community; we want to ensure that these corridors are off zones of farming and also other small scale animal keeping in the counties so that in the end as they pass by we don’t want them to go with someone’s property. Not even to loot or cause any event or incident that would threaten the stability of the people here. We also ask our people not to touch them but rather to cooperate with them in showing them corridors of safety where they can peacefully and ensure that they eventually get to Bor as they intend.”

Police in Juba are holding three men in connection with a series of car-jacking.  

The three are believed to have been part of a group that has been robbing vehicles at gun point in different parts of the national capital and were rounded up in an operation conducted by Police.  
Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. General Henry Danima cites a recent case in which a man was killed in the St Kizito area and his motorcycle taken. 

Danima says the Police are now working with regional security bodies to investigate the markets where the stolen cars and motorcycles are taken for sale.  

Henry Danima: “There are people who when they look at new car or a new motorcycle they envy the owners and want take them by force this has been happening and we have been following this we have recorded cases and some of them have been arrested we are now looking for the market where these people are taking these because there must be market how people get away with these vehicles our colleagues in the CID there is department which is responsible for tracing vehicles that are stolen our Interpol is also very active can identify vehicles with numbers that are stolen particularly those that  are taken to Uganda  can be traced and we can inform our colleagues on the other  side to follow up for us.”    

The Reizegat and Misseriya border communities are being called on to co-exist peacefully with local communities.  

A cross border conference is underway in Aweil, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, to address cross border relations with the communities from Sudan’s Eastern Darfur and Western Kordofan states respectively.  

Salva Chol Ayat, Deputy Governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal spoke at the opening of the conference in Aweil.  

Salva Chol Ayat: “I want to tell you that take this peace seriously. This peace is for the future of our generations even though we separated from Sudan, our relations still exist. We as government, we will stand with you and call upon some of our colleagues in other states with conflicts we say that they should organize themselves and come here and ask these elders, the chiefs how do you coexist so that you can take this to your states so that people can coexist.”

The three day conference was organized with support from Concordis International, a British based non-profit organization that supports peace processes. 

And in regional news, the leaders of Sudan, Egypt and Ethiopia have signed an initial deal to end a long-running dispute over the sharing of Nile waters and the building of Africa's biggest hydroelectric dam, in Ethiopia.  
Egypt has opposed the Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, saying it would worsen its water shortages, while Ethiopia says the dam will give it a fairer share of Nile waters.  Ethiopia says the 4.7 billion dollar dam will eventually provide 6,000 megawatts of power.

Ethiopia wants to replace a 1929 treaty written by Britain that awarded Egypt veto power over any project involving the Nile by upstream countries. 
Ethiopia has received strong backing from five other Nile-basin countries - Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya and Burundi.
In sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more: “We start with the local south Sudan cup championship taking place across the country, in Juba Kator FC went through to the next stage after beating Nujum 2-1 last evening at Juba stadium. In Yei County, Dream FC qualified for the semifinals after defeating Yei Central 5-4 on penalties after regular time ended in a 1-all draw. In other matches, Young Stars beat Malakeia 2-1 at freedom square while Hilal secured a 6-nil victory over Equatorial United. In Wau, the tournament kicked off last evening and in the opening game, Amal grenti FC beat Santos 5-1 and Hi el Kreash won its game against Lokloko team 2-1. I n Kuajok, Warrap state, Tiger United beat Eagle FC 2-1 at Freedom Square. Coming up this evening is Hilal FC take on Hureia team at Juba stadium, while in Wau Hi el kosti FC faces Etihad at 4:30 while the second match at 7:30 will see Nazareth take on Derajat.  In Eastern Equatoria, Equatoria Burkan faces Red stars at lobong football pitch, while at the freedom square, Nile team takes House United. And in the ongoing division one volleyball championship in Juba, Bilfam warriors qualified for the semifinals after getting free match points against old stars.  Today Tiger will play Simba team at Nimra Talata volleyball court. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Parliament discusses constitutional amendments to extend Presidential term of office

· Army reports more fighting in Unity State

· Experts warn of an increase in tuberculosis infection rates in South Sudan

Radio Miraya news.
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