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Good Afternoon its 1 o’clock I’m Suzan Dokolo
The Headlines
· Parliament extends the President’s tenure by 3 years. 
· MP says National Security Bill is now law.
· Two killed by unknown gun men in Pochala Jonglei state 
Parliament has extended the term of office of the President by 3 years.  

In an extraordinary session held on Tuesday, the MPs of the National Legislative Assembly and the Council of States endorsed a resolution from the Council of Ministers to extend the President’s tenure and postpone national elections from June this year - this is to give the government time to resolve the current crisis.  

The extension, which stretches the President’s term till July 2018, also covers the MPs themselves and State assemblies.  

It however does not include governors – who are also elected into office.  

The proposal to increase the extension from the original proposal of a 2 years, to 3, was moved by the MP representing Twic east, Deng Dau Deng – who said the 36 month period is needed to prepare for elections.

Clip……………………..Deng Dau Deng 1

“Having gone through the document I want to come up with some proposals one; with regard to the issue of tenure of the office of the president and the national legislature I suggest that we go for thirty six month the justification for this and I want to persuade those who have not club their hands including Onyote the reason why we call for 36 months it is about the activities that will be carried out by the government at that time between July 2015 and July 2018”

The leader of the minority in Parliament, Onyoti Adigo says he opposes the amendments and says they are unconstitutional.  The bill will come into force upon ascent by the President. 

China says it is concerned about the situation in South Sudan and wants the warring parties to reach a peaceful solution. 

China’s Ambassador to South Sudan, Ma Qiang( pro:Ma Ching) told Radio Miraya the Chinese government plans is to push the two parties to resolve the dispute as soon as possible. 

China is part of a broad framework of stakeholders known as the IGAD-plus who IGAD mediators want included in the next round of talks. 

Ambassador Ma Qiang says his country wants to see peace in South Sudan.  

Roll clip………………………… Ambassador Ma Qiang 2

“Our purpose is that, push the two parties of conflict to pay more sincerity the political sincerity to resolve the disputes and reach the final peaceful agreement as soon as possible. We convinced Security Council to give the concerned parties more time to resolve this crisis of South Sudan.’’

Ambassador Ma Qiang, was speaking after signing a Memorandum of Understanding on Technical Corporation of Education with the Undersecretary and the Foreign Affairs ministry. 

The agreement will work to improve Curriculum planning, Teacher training and the printing of text books. 

The chairperson of the security committee in the National Legislative Assembly says the security bill is now law.  

The controversial bill was presented to Parliament in October last year, but was sent back to the office of the President in November, after some MPs raised concerns about certain clauses, that they say gave excessive powers to National Security organs.

Samuel Duiwar Deng, Chairperson of Parliament’s security committee says the bill is already law, after a 30 day period, provided for in the constitution, elapsed without the President’s endorsement.  

Clip…………………………….Deng already law 3
“When the President sent back the bill to the Parliament, the bill had already spent 33 days in his office. So when the technical team in the Parliament sat from the committee of legislature and justice and the security committee, we found that the bill had already come into law and we could not do anything about it.  So we advised the speaker that the bill has already become law” 

The chairperson of the Information committee in the house, Thomas Wani Kundu however says the 30 day period did not elapse.

Kundu says as far as his committee is concerned, they are still waiting for the bill to be presented for debate.  

Clip…………………………Kundu 4
“Mathematically from 21 November 2014 to 19th December 2014 is exactly 29 days.  Then we expect the bill to be presented in the house for deliberation when we open in 2015, we open on the 7th of April, the President will open the assembly with a speech then a week after we expect the bill to be presented before the house with considerations from the office of the President for us to consider”.
You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Two people were killed and three others wounded by unknown gun men along the Pochala–Penyudu road yesterday. 

Armed men attacked a car belonging to the Pochala North County Commissioner Omot Ogol, who was not in the vehicle at the time.

Pochala North MP Ochala Ojulo told Miraya, the car was travelling to collect food stuff from Penyudu, an area near the border with Ethiopia.    

Roll Clip ……………….. Ochala Ojulo 5
 “ Yesterday, twenty forth March there was a car to the commissioner going to bring some commodities, so on their way to Penyudu, they are attacked by unknown people, they shot and two people are shot dead and three wounded.” 

Ojulo says no suspects have been arrested and investigations are underway.

Police in Juba have arrested a man for the alleged murder of a police officer on Tuesday. 

The suspect is believed to be part of a gang who shot dead the officer in the Munuki residential area before stealing his motorcycle.

Police Spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka says more suspects are being tracked.

Roll clip…………… James Monday Enoka 6
“Lance corporal John Waja who works at Munuki police was killed at Munuki residential area in Juba while riding motorcycle from his house to the place of work he was shot and killed by unknown gunmen and his motorcycle taken by the criminals. The 777 and the CID were informed and rushed to the scene of the crime. One suspect has been arrested and the search for other suspects continue. A murder case has been opened at Munuki police station  where investigation is taking place. South Sudan national police service condemns this criminals act in the strongest term possible and presents its sincere condolences to the bereaved family of the late”

Fire has burnt a health center in Twic East County of, Jonglei State.  

The fire engulfed the section of the building housing the medical stores, destroying all the medicines that were inside.  No injuries have been reported.  

Twic East County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurkuch suspects the fire was caused by an electric short circuit.  

Civil society organizations in Warrap are meeting to discuss their role in peace building. 

The 3 day conference in the state capital Kuajock, is discussing strategies that could contribute to peace efforts and raise awareness on small arms control among communities.  

The state minister for education, Victor Atem Atem represented the state government at the opening of the conference. 

Clip……………………….Victor Atem Atem 7
“If we keep on delaying, waiting for funding such that we are train how to protect our own people than we will go hundred years – we are supposed to use the resource within our available that we have, we are supposed to use them – such that the partner come and close the gap 25 percent and 75 percent of initiative come from us - but if we are saying that the initiative should come from the partners, should come from donor without being initiating what we are supposed to do for our people than we will go hundred and they conflict will keep on inflating up and up and then at the end of the day we will be second Somalia in Africa – Iam sorry to said this but the reality.

Maria Deng Ngor, chairperson of the Community Based organization network in Warrap state said the network is facing lack of funding to fulfill their objectives  

Clip…………………Maria Deng Ngor 8
“The main objective is to promote wider understanding of the role of civil society’s organization among the government and other stakeholders within the state. To identity gaps and issue facing civil society and seek solution – To come up with recommendations and action plan that shall guide their activities with community and it donors”.  

And in regional news, Kenya plans to build a new road, more border crossings and barriers on its border with Somalia in an attempt to prevent attacks from the Islamist militant group al Shabaab. 

The country’s Interior Ministry says the idea is to ensure that there are clear border entry points along the 700 km border.  

Kenya is under heavy pressure to improve security after numerous militant attacks that have killed well over 200 people since 2013, mostly in the border counties of Mandera and Lamu.
Our sports reporter Samuel Pawon is here with an update on local sports.

Roll clip………………. Samuel Pawon 9
****************************************

We start with football. In Juba, Hureia FC has qualified for the next stage of the south Sudan football cup tournament after beating Hilal 4-2 last evening at Juba stadium.  In Yei County, Salam team made it to the semifinals after a 3-1 defeat to Super Stars.  In Wau, Etihad FC beat Hi kosti, while derajat FC secured the match points after 3-1 victory over Nazareth.  In Yambio, Super Eagles defeated Cobra 1 nil while in Mundri west ngulawa FC beat villa united 4-1.  still in Mundri , mundri central beat Auston villa 7-1, while Abim num  catholic stars  beat woream FC 4-3 on penalties 

In today’s games, Atlabara FC face Talanga at Juba stadium, in wau Amal el Hura will play Agok and Ahli FC take on kharasana team.  In Mundri, west naw naw FC will play salam at Baya playground and at budwaye stadium in yambio bilfam will play yambio stars.  In warrap state - Kuajok united faces salam and bim num faces Fankuel.

In Abyei , Olympic and Gelb el Ased ended their match in a 2 all draw last evening at Agok pitch while salam FC beat Agrab team 3-2.  Today shwean Ayak will play el merikh.

And in the volleyball championship going on in Juba, tiger team has qualified for the semifinals after beating Simba 3 sets nil at nimra talata volleyball court. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.

· Parliament extends the President’s tenure by 3 years.  

· MP says National Security Bill is now law. 

AND 

· Two killed by unknown gun men in Pochala Jonglei state 
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