	NEWS BULLETIN SCRIPT
	Tuesday, March 03, 2015


2 March  2015


Good evening. It’s five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo. 

The Headlines:
· Shooting erupts in Wau town
· President Kiir travels to Addis Ababa to participate in the final round of peace talks

· Lakes State parliament calls for the release of two MPs detained since October
Shooting has erupted in Wau, Western Bah el Ghazal state shutting down the shops and closing several roads. 

The shooting began this afternoon around one pm during a protest at the police headquarters by officers who claim they have not been paid three months of wages 

Our correspondent in Wau, Michael Wondi, has more
Michael Wondi: “As of this afternoon around one pm, there was some kind of a protest at the Western Bahr el Ghazal police headquarters. There was also some shooting in the air. And when I tried to find out the reason why this is happening, some of the police officers around there told me they are demanding the payment of three months’ salary, which is actually January and February plus the June salary which was not paid to them. And I asked, when is this situation going to continue, they said as long as they are paid their salaries, they will open the roads. The area around the police headquarters is deserted and you don’t see the movement of the people around that area.” 
The President, Salva Kiir Mayardit, will travel to Addis Ababa today to participate in the final round of Peace talks between the government and the Opposition.

Speaking to Journalists at Juba International Airport this morning, the Minister in the Office of the President Awan Gol Riek says he is optimistic that peace will be reached soon.

Awan Guol: “Today the president will be in Addis Ababa with the rest of his colleagues in IGAD. We are optimistic, hoping that the other side will also be mindful of the lives and the properties of South Sudan so that we could reach a final settlement by this time so we hope and that is our prayers all of us that peace should come back to our people and then we embark on development.”

The acting SPLM Secretary General says preparations are underway to the receive the former political detainees in Juba following the Arusha Agreement to reunify the party.

Anne Itto says security measures have already been put in place to ensure their safe return. 

Anne Itto: “As things stand now, the security arrangements that should be prepared to enable the component of the tripartite committee to be in juba has already been completed. Formal ending of the status of exiled imposed on FDs has (former detainees) accepted. And also unfreezing of personal banks accounts has been already addressed in the directives to address the Arusha Agreement. And already preparations are being made to receive them.”
South Sudan has welcomed a move by the Chinese government to block a proposal from the United States to impose sanctions against South Sudan.

Last week, the US presented a UN draft resolution threatening a global travel ban and assets freeze.

Speaking on Radio Miraya, the Foreign Affairs Ministry Spokesperson, Mawien Makol Ariek, said the position is timely as the government is working to restore peace to South Sudan.

He criticized international lobbying for sanctions against the country.

Mawien Makol : “The government here of Republic of South Sudan welcomed the positon of Chinese regard to the lobbyists that have trying to come with sanction on this government when the government actually, is now exerting all the efforts to bring peace to the country. We have been working really with all the region’s groups and the international community, who are helping the efforts also with us to be able to come up with peace as soon as possible. But it is unfortunate that some other groups in the international community is talking about sanctions.”      

The Council of Ministers says it has uncovered incidences of malpractice within government institutions where administrators have engaged in bribery as well as giving contracts in return for commissions.

A report was presented to the council of ministers on Friday by an ad -hoc ministerial committee looking into the price hikes of basic goods. 

The Minister of Telecommunications and acting government spokesperson, Rebecca Joshua, says the cabinet has resolved to deploy security personnel to monitor institutions and arrest those engaged in those malpractices.

The Lakes State Assembly officially reopened today after almost 11 months of recess. 

Speaking during the opening of the sixth session of parliament, Lakes State Speaker Baipath Majuec Rilpou says the outstanding issue for the parliament is the release of two MPs in detention. 

Marik Nanga and Isaac Makur representing Rumbek North and Rumbek East respectively have been detained without charge since October last year. 

The speaker requested the caretaker Governor release the MPs in good faith 

Baipath Majuec Rilpou: “I request both State executive and legislature to truly demonstrate this spirit of cooperation and building the trust between the two pillars of the government; the mandate all over the world is divided into three. Legislation, oversight and representation   , the two pillars of the government experience serious lack of trust between them, high level lack of cooperation between State and Legislature and government.”

The Caretaker Governor of Lakes State told parliament he would not release the MPs until a full legal investigation had been conducted. 

He promised that his government will cooperate with the Assembly to make sure peace is prevails in the states communities

Matur Chut Dhuol: “Many people talk about the arrest of Marik and Makur , the recommendation that calls for the released of these people , is not difficult to release person , but you people who said released them , this incident need investigation because there was a death of the Soldiers and if there is person ready to be responsible of their released should take  responsibility and government  shall not be responsible for their security and if anything happen to them here in Rumbek, then government is not going to be question and they reason for the detention is protection until investigation completely and I am sure they will not and they will be released.”
The national Ministry of Education, Science, and Technology is developing plans to reform the countries technological systems. 


Plans are being put forward in the first ever national brainstorming workshop on science, technology and innovation being held in juba today. 


The one day workshop, under the theme transforming south Sudan into science and technology knowledge based innovation, is being attended by officials of general and higher education.

The minister of education, science, and technology John Gai Yoh says the opportunities are endless for the teaching of science and technology in the country. 

John Gai Yoh: “The world is growing very quick.We need to be more innovative than others because we don’t have the burden of discovering things because it takes time to do that so probably we will be more, more scientific more technological and more innovative then others so our children must therefore use science technology and innovation as one and the same.” 

In regional news, a cholera outbreak in Malawi has sparked fears that it could become as serious as the large scale outbreak in neighboring Mozambique.

Efforts to contain the disease have been hampered by the aftermath of January's flooding in the landlocked South African country.
UNICEF spokesperson Christophe Boulierac said that Malawi authorities had confirmed 39 cases of cholera and two deaths from the disease in the last two weeks.

Mr. Boulierac said that all the cholera cases in Malawi were are linked to a larger outbreak in neighboring Mozambique, where there are more than 3,900 identified cholera cases.

And in sports, the international football governing body, FIFA, in collaboration with the national football association, SSFA, is running a five day administration and management course for secretaries of local football associations.

The course will also be attended by the representatives of Army and Police sports. 

FIFA instructor Fredric Mungamazulu says you need a wide range of skills to be a good football leader 

Fredric Mungamazulu: “For the first time in South Sudan  hosting such administration and management in football is very important  course that we would have as a football association, as a football leader you need to be accented will all the skills that are required to manage the game  football  local and internationally, we are going to be looking at topics such as marketing  , communications , general management , finance management, club management, competition as we try to  implement  this course and we are hoping for a change specially  towards the management and administration of the game of sports and also to the people of the game of football.” 

The secretary general of the national football association William Akot says, football associations from across the country will benefit. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Shooting erupts in Wau town

· President Kiir travels to Addis Ababa to participate in the final round of peace talks

· Lakes State parliament calls for the release of two MPs detained since October

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.

